
December 5, 2017 

 

COMING UP 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

Christmas Banquet, 5:30p 

 

Friday, December 8 

Young Adult Christmas Party 6:30 

Rebecca  and Anders’s Home 

 

Saturday, December 9 

Men’s Shelter Lunch - 10:30a 

Youth Progressive Dinner, 5:30p 

Room in the Inn, 6:00 p 

 

Sunday, December 10 

Advent II. Simple Gifts: Food 

Deacon Christmas Party, 7:00p 

 

Thursday, December 14 

Senior Adult Drop-In  

Heaton’s House 11:00a -1:00p 

Sedgefield Elementary, 2:30p 

 

Friday, December 15 

Festival of Simple Gifts, 5:00p 

 

Sunday, December 17 

Advent III. Simple Gifts: Music 

Deans’ Church-wide Drop-In 

House, 6:00-8:00p 

 

Thursday, December 21 

VSP Christmas Luncheon, 12:00p 

 

Sunday, December 24 

Advent IV. Simple Gifts: Travel  

Christmas Eve Service: Simple Gifts: 

Presence, 5:00p 

 

Saturday, December 30 

Christmas Take-down, 9:00a 

 

Remembering in Prayer 

Mark Stegall – CMC Pineville 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Dr. B206 

Matthews, NC 28105 

704-846-5539 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From a pastor’s Heart & Soul  

 

 

A Festival Of Simple Gifts, Friday December 15, 5p 

The evening will begin as we enjoy a cook-out together provided by Russ. We will enjoy an exciting  

variety of activities, including preparing meals, packing food, writing cards, caroling and making simple 

gifts for our neighbors at Room in the Inn, Charlotte Family Housing, and Sedgefield Elementary!  This 

event replaces “Stop Hunger Now.” 

 

Poinsettia Sale –  $8.00 each.   

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone, please call the church  

office. The deadline for this youth-sponsored project is Wednesday, December 13, 2017. 

Russ and I are a part of several different clergy groups. Some are spread across 

the country. Some are local. Some are issues driven. Some are action driven. 

Some are for study. Some are for support. These circles of clergy friends keep us 

grounded. And it is not overstating things to say that these groups, in large  

measure, keep us in The Church. One of those groups is our Park Road Clergy 

group. The group was already meeting when we arrived in Charlotte in 2000. We 

were the new Baptist kids on the block joining Episcopalians, Lutherans, Catholics 

Presbyterians and Methodists. From 3900, go north on Park Road and you will 

pass these churches in a just a mile or so (with Sedgefield Methodist church a few 

blocks off the beaten path). Once a month, we gather at the Charlotte Café for 

breakfast. We compare church notes, woes, and celebrations. We discuss  

preaching ideas. We discuss ministries that are thriving, and we commiserate 

about what needs to die. A few times we have joined together to combine our pro-

grams. We share pertinent events with one another to help advertise what we are 

doing individually. We catch up on each other’s families. But mainly, we solve the 

world’s problems over grits and eggs and bacon and pancakes among a few 

healthy oatmeal eaters in the group. It is indeed one of those groups that keeps us 

grounded. 

Seventeen years ago when we were the “newbies,” I was the only female. But over 

the years there have been times when the women outnumbered the men. When we 

first started attending, there were very long-term senior pastors who held the Park 

Road Clergy history together. Over time, these wise ones among us found their way 

to retirement. Along the way we have welcomed new people in as some of the 

churches have changed leadership more frequently. One left to become a Bishop. 

Another left to be the Assistant to the Bishop. Along the way some associate staff 

members have joined in with us making the table feel much more complete since 

we all know it takes a village to “raise” a church. Among this crew, I have  

developed a close friendship with the only other female senior minister, we meet 

almost weekly for coffee. It has all been gift to me. It’s a meeting I never dread. I 

always look forward to it. The group is a reminder to me that I, we, are not alone. 

We faced something new a couple of weeks ago though – the death of one of those 

long-time pastors. Steve Lorimer was the Pastor at St. Luke’s Lutheran for many 

years. He became a dear friend to us. As we sat in the packed church for his me-

morial service, all I could think of was the banner that was on the front lawn of St. 

Luke’s Lutheran for a few weeks in October 2000. It was a welcome banner for 

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean to Park Road Baptist Church. In the Lutherans’ yard, 

our names were big and bold! I will never forget that gracious welcome from  

Steve. All those years ago, Co-Pastoring was not as common as it is now – even 

though we are still very much a minority. Leave it to Steve, who was a true Pastor, 

to show us the welcome we so needed to start this brand new adventure. 

Russ and I now find ourselves the old ones in seniority among the group. Russ has 

taken it upon himself to be our convener reminding us when to show up. Three of 

the churches have interims right now; we look forward to welcoming new  

ministers to the road in the coming months and years. In the meantime, we will  

continue to meet over breakfast and coffee and solve the world’s problems and be 

community for one another. We all need these kinds of groups. I hope you have 

found yours. If not, form one. The world needs it. And so do you! 
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Do You Have a Spare Room? 
 Let Dan know if you could help with housing with 

 Raima Sanny, a student at CPCC. 

  

Wednesday, December 6, Christmas Banquet, 5:30p 

Amy and Johnny Doyle will provide a spectacular banquet 

meal. Our children will sing for us before the Myers Park 

Jazz Band again takes center stage for a night of  

wonderful music. If you do not have a dinner reservation, 

please join us for the program beginning at 6:30p. 

 

Sunday, December 9, Youth Progressive Dinner & Lock In,  

All youth are invited to participate in this year’s Progressive 

dinner (meet at the church at 5:30p) followed by a Lock-In 

in the Community Center 

 

Saturday, December 9 Room In the Inn,  

This is our first opportunity of the season to host Room in 

the Inn. We will welcome a dozen of our homeless  

neighbors to stay overnight in the warmth of our Youth 

Building the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of every month from 

December through March. Please see the sign-up Genius, 

available through our website, in order to help with set-up, 

driving, providing an evening meal, grab-and-go breakfast, 

or a bag lunch, or hosting overnight .   

Dates for this season are: 

December 9, 23 

January 13, 27 

February 10 & 24 

March 10 & 24 

 

 

Sunday December 10, Advent II, Simple Gifts: Food 

                         Meet and Greet 

Join us after worship for a few minutes in the Narthex as 

we get to know one another better. 

 

Sara Eggleston Memorial Service 2:00p 

The service for Sara will be held in our Columbarium and 

Milford Chapel. Help us to celebrate Sara’s life. 

 

Deacons’ party, 7:00p 

Building Committee Meeting 

Our Building committee continues its work on the  

renovation of the sanctuary.  We meet this week with 

WGM Design architects. You will hear more about this 

process very soon. 

Hushpuppy 

Heaven... 

Seventeen Park 

Roadians  

enjoyed a  

seafood lunch 

at Captain  

Steve’s Friday, 

December 1. 

 

 

 

 

What an  

Advent-ure! 

Families 

gathered last 

Sunday to make 

“Simple Gifts”  

Together. 

 

The Gift of 

Chalk Art… 

Laura Dower 

captured the 

Advent theme 

on the board in 

the children’s 

classroom. 


