
February 13, 2019 

COMING UP 
 

 

 

 

February 19 
Coffee & Kibbitz 

10:00a 

February 22 
Fun Food Friday 

Bella Fresco 
We will leave the church at 11:00a 

and return by 2:00p 
February 15th reservation deadline 

 

February 23 
Women’s Drop-In at the home of 
Debbie Brown and Dona Leonard 

4:00p-7:00p 
9101 Stony Corner Lane 

 

March 15 
Fun Food Friday 

Charlotte Youth Ballet  
performance of Cinderella 

Our own Kathryn Zello is in the show! 
February 15th reservation deadline 

 

Friends at Home 
Jim Russell 

5820 Carmel Road #21 
Charlotte Square 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

Recovering 
Ober Pauley, Sardis Oaks 

 

Congratulations to 
Leslie Gipple on her 2nd  

Anniversary at PRBC 
as Operations Manager 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

This past Sunday’s lunch meeting was excellent. If you missed it, you missed the 
best meal in town, and a nice recap of 2018 at Park Road, and a preview of 
things to come in 2019. In Amy’s “State of the Church” address at the  
conclusion of the meeting, she spoke of the recent closing of the Baptist  
Theological Seminary in Richmond. This institutional shuttering is a sign of the 
times, and Amy referred to the recent evidence that suggests the closing of  
hundreds of churches across the country will continue this year, and into the near 
future. 

While we are somewhat saddened by this news, this may be an ironically-
appropriate movement in “right sizing” the Christian Church in the US. Maybe 
we don’t really need a church on every corner. Perhaps that is part of the  
problem. Maybe the Church has become ubiquitous and, as the old saying goes, 
“familiarity breeds contempt.” Maybe the whitewash of churches, especially 
across the south, has made the Church take its place and role for granted, and 
maybe that overreach has made it easy for a lot of folks to overlook or ignore us. 

I do not worry that the Church is going away. I’ve told you I believe  
religion will always be with us, because it is a natural result of human interaction 
with God in this world. In some form, “church” will always be part of our  
experience. But that does not mean the Church will not need to work hard in the 
coming days. We cannot take our existence for granted any more – nor should we 
ever have done so. 

Because of this dynamic, I find myself defending the Church a good bit these 
days, in my conversations and in my own mind. Why Church? 

I believe in the love of God. While it is true that one can believe in God without 
church, that’s a pretty lazy way to do it. The weight of Church Tradition (yes, the 
good and the bad) are a helpful way to keep us grounded in our  
conversations about what God is and what God is not. At the end of the day, we 
preach the Love of God. 

I believe in the Way of Jesus. While we are inter-faith in our approach, we are 
unapologetically Christian, because we believe the Way of Jesus still makes 
sense. We believe it makes sense for individuals and even for a nation. GK  
Chesterton once said, “It’s not that Christianity has been tried and found  
wanting, it is that it has seldom ever been tried.” I believe the Way of Jesus is 
worth trying. 

I believe in community. I know there are other communities. The old  
sit-com “Cheers” went a long way to show how community can even happen at 
the local watering hole. But my bias is that there is something deeper, more  
convictional about a community founded on the convictions of faith. The Love of 
God and the Way of Jesus is not a bad foundation for a community. In that  
community, we ought to be able to make a difference, to one another and to the 
world.  

I believe in Park Road Baptist Church. Not because Amy and I are the pastors. 
I’ve always believed in this place for a much bigger reason than that. There’s a 
Spirit here that we did not create. A theological ethos we only inherited.  
A tradition of prophetic interaction with the world that we assumed when we 
claimed this pulpit as ours.  

Thanks for joining with us to keep Park Road alive and active, a  
community that cares for one another, and that cares to reach beyond, in word 
and in action. I trust the church on the corner of Park and Ashcraft will be alive 
and well long after Amy and I leave. 

May it be so. 

 

                                                       Construction officially begins  

                                                           TODAY with the building of the  

             extended stage. We kicked off the 

Capital Campaign last Sunday  

announcing that we currently stand 

at $581,340 of our $810,000 goal. 
 

The Capital Campaign Committee 

will be hosting small group meetings 

in an attempt to meet with everyone 

concerning the details of this campaign and this project. If you have not 

already been contacted by a member of the Capital Campaign Committee, 

please go the Sign-Up Genius and pick a small group to join. Or call the 

Church Office and we will get you signed up. Here’s the link. Sign up  

TODAY! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4eadab23aa8-small  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4eadab23aa8-small
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Volunteers are needed for our next Room in the Inn 

During the month of February, we our music programming 

 

including André Thomas, Felo 

Sowande, Thomas Kerr, Godwin Sadoh, Robert A. Harris,  

Monty Ben-

nett, our Director of Music, has written short biographies of 

Missions at PRBC 

Here’s our 

Saturday 

Uptown Men’s 

Shelter Lunch 

cooks and 

servers—just 

one of many  

opportunities 

to serve our 

community and the world. Just this past Saturday we 

hosted a kids’ basketball league fielding 5 teams  

boasting PRBC across their chests, the Charlotte Tuba 

and Euphonium Ensemble rehearsed in Milford Chapel, 

prepared lunch for the Men’s Shelter, and hosted 13 

adults and children for Room in the Inn. 

A group from our church will travel to Cuba in March and 

youth and parents will take a trip in June. 

Books are still being leveled and sorted for an end-of-the

-year book give away to the children at Marie G. Davis 

Elementary School. 

And our Needlers are working even as we go to press 

making more Prayer Shawls. 

 

And here’s Asha King-Dawson 

from last Sunday excited about 

potluck lunches and hard hats 

and renovation projects. But we 

think she was even more excited 

to hear the report from Dan 

McClintock about the details of 

our Mission giving and  

activities! 

Congratulations—Teacher of the Year 

Our very own David 

Jackson is a senior  

English teacher and 

newspaper adviser at 

Hough High School.  
 

The students say: “Mr. 

Jackson’s passion for 

teaching is evident  

everyday as he guides 

students through  

discussions.” 

Update on Noah’s Ark Sleeping Bag Campaign 

Dear Park Road Baptist Church, 
 

Since the first speech I gave, thanks 
to Park Road Baptist, Noah's Ark 
Project has skyrocketed in funds and 
popularity. Due to, in a major part, 
by the people in your church.  
Charlotte magazine wrote an  
article on the project, which greatly  
increased its publicity and  
crowdfunding. In one year We raised 
$15,000 and finally got the sleeping 
bags in order to give the shelter-less 
a better place to sleep each night. As 
of last week the first round of  
sleeping bags have successfully been 
distributed to those in need. Thank you for starting this  
project off and being responsible for 1000 warmer nights. 
 

Sincere Regards, Noah Rupp 

In our presentation on Sunday we noted that our Missions 

Budget has actually been reduced for 2019 in order to 

match the pledges received. But the graphic above  

indicates an estimate of our total mission support for this 

year. Even with this reduction you can see the strength of 

our over-all mission program. One family pledged $500 

designated to fill in the gap. With a few more pledges like 

that we could replace the budgeted dollars we had to elim-

inate. 

We hope you will find ways to be involved in the mission 

opportunities both with you financial support and with 

your very lives—giving hands and feet and heart to the 

many mission endeavors in which we are involved.  

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/composers/

