
They say, “They don’t make ‘em like they used to,” but, like a lot of proverbs, this isn’t 

necessarily true. 

I got a text this week from Madison Porter. Her grandmother is moving, and the family 

is “enjoying” that unenviable task of cleaning up, cleaning out years of “collectibles.” 

We all have them – not antique collectibles—but all the stuff that collects in closets 

and corners. In her Grandfather’s shop, they came across an old power tool. She 

thought of me (like I need another tool!). 

Of course I said, “Yes!” 

Two days later, I heard some commotion in the hall outside 

my office door, and Frank Porter appeared. He was huffing 

a little because in his left hand he was hauling a metal box, 

weighing about 25 pounds, with “Skilsaw” imprinted on the 

front. It’s a Skil circular saw, built in “the good old days,” 

and they certainly don’t make ‘em like this anymore! 

The box is metal; the frame is metal; the parts are metal. 

I’m sure using that beast all day would prove your mettle! I 

bet it has cut through three miles of 2x4s already, and still 

has “miles to go before we sleep.” I have a few of these old tools in my shed, and I 

love having them in my hands. Not only do they work (all day long!), but when I use 

them, I’m connecting with the craftsmanship of someone who surely loved the smell of 

sawdust as much as I do. It may well be that when Mama and I move to “the old folks’ 

home,” my boys will find the old Skilsaw and will have to fight over who gets to take it 

home! 

No, they don’t make ‘em like they used to – but the newer tools are lighter, more 

powerful and come with some “bells and whistles” that make the jobs a lot easier. So, 

we can speak of the power and character of the old, but if I have a choice between the 

Skilsaw and the lighter Porter Cable model in my shed, most often, I’ll be reaching for 

the plastic carrying case. 

The old (the irreplaceable) and the new (still getting the job done)… remind me  

of our Deacons. 

The old ones are steady and true. Like that old Skilsaw, they can put in a day’s work – 

and where would we be without them? And the newer models, though they have a 

somewhat different understanding of life and family, priorities and meetings, church 

and spiritual practice… well, they’re getting the job done, too! There are some real 

differences, but the conviction to Serve and to Lead by Example is just as steady, 

just as true. 

They don’t make ‘em like they used to? No, they don’t. I’m just grateful God is still 

making them! 

 

 

 

PS… You’ll find our Deacons every Sunday morning at 9:30a in the Narthex sharing 

prayer concerns, and they’ll also lead in worship again this year. Thanks to Beverly 

Doyle’s wonderful leadership last year and for Erin Rumble who will Chair our 

Diaconate, again, in 2016. 

. . . the conviction 

to Serve and to  

Lead by Example ...  

From the Pastors’ Heart & Soul 

February 17, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, February 17 
5:30p Wednesday Night Dinner 

and Activities 

 

Thursday, February 18 
12p VSP Lunch and Program 

 

Friday, February 19 
6:00-9:00p Family Movie Night 

 

Sunday, February 21 
9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Group Meetings  

11:00a Worship with 

Deacon Ordination 

4:00p Diaconate Mini-Retreat 

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, February 23 
10:00a Needlers Meet 

in Children’s SS rooms 

 

Wednesday, February 24 
5:30p Wednesday Night Dinner 

and Activities 

 

Thursday, February 25 
12p Lunch Bunch 

 

Saturday, February 27 
PRBC Hosts Room in the Inn 

 

Remember in Prayer 
Harriet Bryant,  

recuperating at home 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road #1 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

robinowen@gmail.com  

This Friday, February 19 

6-9p Community Center 

Pizza, Popcorn, Drinks, Sweets 

Movie: “McFarland USA” 

Make Reservations by noon Thursday 

Lunch Bunch 

The last Thursday of each month, some of us gather as a group 

who grieve. We are the Lunch Bunch, but we’re not sad. It’s 

comforting to be together—to share our stories, to catch up 

with each other, to remember well, to laugh and sometimes, 

to cry. No matter how fresh our grief is or how long we have 

had to carry it, it is good to be with folks who have travelled a 

similar path. Bring a bag lunch, and join us at noon on the last 

Thursday of the month. We meet in the Lydia Fidelis/Dorcas 

classroom.  
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Sedgefield Request 

Sedgefield Elementary is raising funds to take the entire 

fifth grade class of 45 students to Washington, D.C. again 

this year. 

This is a great opportunity for a group of economically 

disadvantaged students to see our nation’s capital, an 

opportunity most of them would not have otherwise. The 

students are fundraising, and the parents are contributing to 

the cost as they are able, but the cost per student is still out 

of reach for the majority of them. The trip dates are 

March 16-18, and the cost per student is $355.00.  

If you, your connection group or your workplace would like to 

contribute to this need, please contact Dominique Stone, 

the family advocate at Sedgefield Elementary. Any donated 

amount will help them toward their goal. Dominique’s phone 

number is 980-343-5826, and his e-mail is 

Dominique1.stone@cms.k12.nc.us. Checks should be made 

payable to Sedgefield Elementary with “Field Trip” on the 

memo line. The deadline for donations is March 4.  

Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity to help 

enrich the lives of the students at Sedgefield! 

Youth Dinner/Auction 

This year’s big day is quickly approaching: March 6! 

We need everyone’s help to make it a success. The proceeds 

will benefit the youth attending the 2016 Summer Mission 

Trip to Atlanta, as well as UniDiversity. 

Parents and others can also help by donating desserts, 

contributing items/services to auction, setup, serve, cleanup, 

distribute paddles, assist at the financial table and sell 

tickets. 

Youth: remember to sign up online or with Joey. Just sign 

up!!!! 

Adults, follow this link to volunteer online at http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4aa5ae2ba2f94-annual2, 

or you may contact the church office. The deadline is 

February 26. 

Thank you for continuing to support our youth at Park Road. 

We look forward to an amazing, fun-filled evening on March 6. 

You don’t want to miss it!  
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