
Meditation 
It is Christ himself, not the Bible, who is the true Word of God. The Bible, read 

in the spirit and with the guidance of good teachers will bring us to Him… But 

we must not use the Bible (our ancestors too often did) as a sort of 

Encyclopedia out of which texts (isolated from their context and read without 

attention to the whole nature and purport of the books in which they occur) 

can be taken for use as weapons. 

          — C.S. Lewis 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Sonata in F       Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767) 

  Linda Dumizo, flute 

     

*Processional Hymn  
 #436, God of Grace and God of Glory       CWM RHONDDA  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Bill Stewart 

We live in a world of words, a constant barrage of angry, competing voices. 

Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.  

We live in a time of competing news, opposing narratives of truth. 

Let us listen now for the word of the Lord. 

Even in the Church there are opposing voices, prophets and false prophets – 

and how do we know the difference? 

Let us listen now for the word of the Lord. 
 

In these moments of worship, we come to listen, through song and silence, 

prayer and proclamation, for a new word, for the good word – that we might 

learn to see the world through the eyes of the Gospel rather than seeing the 

Gospel through the eyes of the world. 

So as we worship, and as we serve, let us listen for the ancient STORY, that we 

might hear the Word of the Lord. 

      

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Today, O God, we ponder what you say to us through scripture. 

Forgive us when your Word has been used as a weapon. Forgive us 

when your Word has been spoken to condemn, to alienate, and to 

judge. Forgive us when we have misunderstood. May your Word be a 

lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path that we may live your 

words of Truth which are always mercy, forgiveness, and Love. Amen. 

     — Psalm 119 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 This Little Light of Mine THIS LITTLE LIGHT 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Witness in Word  Luke 4.21-30 Amy Jacks Dean 

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 

words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 

He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, 

cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the 

things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I 

tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the 

truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe 

famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 

widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in 

the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except 

Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue were 

filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to 

the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 

him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on 

his way.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Witness in Experience         A New Question: Russ Dean 

 Looking for the Spirit of the Message 

 

Witness in Preaching          Wait Now. Say What? Amy Jacks Dean 

                      

Prayer of Intercession  Russ Dean 

Mission Offering  
The February Mission Offering will go to the Queens University of Charlotte 

Spring Break Mission Trip. In March, Joey will lead a group of students to the 

US/Mexico Border. This opportunity provides students with a multi-day 

experience on the Border exploring and learning about all of the issues 

surrounding our immigration situation. 

 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  

 

Offertory Anthem  
 Go Where I Send Thee                Spiritual, arr. André Thomas (b. 1952) 
 

 Children, go where I send thee. How shall I send thee?  

I’m gonna send thee one by one. One for the little bitty baby.   

Two was for Paul and Silas. Three was the Hebrew children.  

He was born in Bethlehem.  

Four was the four that came knockin’ at the door.   

Oh sinner, why don’t you answer? Somebody’s knockin’ at your door.   

I shall send thee five-by-five. Five for the Gospel preachers.  

I shall send thee six-by-six. Six was the six that couldn’t get fixed.   

Seven went up to Heaven. Eight was the eight that stood at the gate.  

Nine was the nine that got left behind!   

Ten by ten ’cause ten was the ten commandments.   

How shall I send thee? Go where I send thee. He was born in Bethlehem. 

 

*Doxology                               O WALY WALY  

Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 

But be not giv’n by love within, the profit soon turns strangely dim. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 We Limit Not the Truth of God ELLACOMBE 
 

We limit not the truth of God to our poor reach of mind, 

to notions of our day and place, crude, partial, and confined; 

No, let a new and better hope within our hearts be stirred: 

O God, grant yet more light and truth to break forth from your Word. 
 

Eternal God, Incarnate Word, Spirit of flame and dove: 

Enlarge, expand all living souls to comprehend your love; 

And help us all to seek your will with wiser powers conferred: 

O God, grant yet more light and truth to break forth from your Word. 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Meditation of Commitment 

When I spend time in sacred reading, I invite God’s word to penetrate my 

heart and to evoke from that deepest center of my being a response of 

surrender, wonder, praise, regret, petition, and Love. 

          — Charles Cummings  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Who’ll Be a Witness?  Spiritual  
 

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord? Who’ll be a witness for my Lord? 

Oh I’ll be a witness for my Lord. I’ll be a witness for my Lord. 

 

Postlude 
 Joshua Fit de Battle ob Jericho               Fela Sowande (1905-1987)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Can I get a witness? 

About the image on the bulletin cover: The white road signifies the journey  

during the season of Epiphany. The background gradient transitions from  

purple to white to signify the transition from the season of Advent (purple) to 

the white and gold of Transfiguration Sunday - with the star being symbolic of 

transfiguration. The green background behind the road represents the period of 

time after Epiphany Sunday up until the day before Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of Lent when the liturgical color will return to purple.  

      (Designed by Bruce Holliday) 
A Very Personal Epiphany 

During the season of Epiphany Russ and Amy will divide the sermon time each 

week. Russ will share a “personal epiphany,” a synopsis of each of the 9  

chapters of his forthcoming book Finding My Way Back Home, in which he 

charts his journey from Southern Baptist to Park Road Baptist, and Amy will 

share a homily based on the text for the day. The series will lead us all the way 

to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent which is March 6th.  

The remaining topics include: 
 

 

February 3 – 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Question: Looking for the Spirit of the Message 

Homily: The Social Gospel is not what many have learned from the message of 

Jesus. Maybe we need to listen more closely to the spirit of the message. 
 

February 10 – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Dogma: It’s All About Where You Draw Your Lines 

Homily: Discipleship is about choosing where we will place our commitment 

and our trust. 
 

February 24 – 7th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Testimony: A New Faith: Leaving the Blood In 

Homily: There is a lot of “pain” in the Christian message, and the death of  

Jesus is an invitation for us to “die” also to one another.  
 

March 3 – Transfiguration Sunday 

Testimony: A New Religion: Everything That’s True about Christianity is a Myth 

Homily: Is this “transfiguration” literal or not, or is it literal AND more? 

During the month of February, all the choral music and all the organ music 

played will be by Black composers from various parts of the world, highlighting 

a multitude of compositional styles. The anthems will be by famed conductor/

composer and professor at Florida State University André Thomas,  

Chicago-based organist/composer/conductor Keith Hampton, Charlotte native 

and talented composer/pianist Jaqueline Hairston, and the renown  

arranger of spirituals, Moses Hogan.  
 

It is my continued hope that the presentation of the composers will inspire you 

and also introduce you to some new composers of liturgical music. 

      — Monty Bennett 

We thank Linda Dumizo for sharing her talent with us today. 

Linda was the flautist in the orchestra for the Rutter Magnificat during Advent. 

Please welcome Linda and her husband, Joseph, to Park Road. 

A rose is placed in sanctuary today to celebrate the birth of  

Phoebe Joan McCarthy, daughter Drew and Jaime McCarthy,  

some of our newest members! 

Deacon of the Week: Bill Stewart 

Bill and Rhonda have been actively involved at Park Road for several years. 

Though an attorney by vocation, Bill used those skills in the construction  

industry for many years. His expertise in this field has been very helpful to the 

work of our Building Committee over the last few years in several of our 

construction and renovation projects. Bill currently teaches at Johnson and 

Wales University. Bill and Rhonda have two children, Tinsley and Will, who are 

active in our youth ministry. 


