
Refugees are headline news, and there is turmoil and chaos in the air as protests 

have again erupted around the country – but this is not distant news. The “issue” of 

refugees is not imported controversy or partisan politics. 

Our campus is a haven for refugees. 

The persecution of Burmese people by the government of (now) Myanmar is among 

the worst in the world, and Charlotte’s Burmese population is among the largest of 

any ethnic group here. Every Sunday mothers and fathers and their (many!) children 

find a safe place of worship, the welcome of God’s love – through the open doors of 

Park Road Baptist Church. These good, hard-working people are finding a new life 

in Charlotte, contributing to the economy, raising their families here as they earn 

citizenship and find their way into a new land and culture. 

Many of you have raised questions about what we can do 

for refugees. Thank you. 

First, let’s remember that we are already actively involved 

in the efforts to resettle refugees through our support of 

Chin Bethel Baptist Church – but we could be more 

involved. Maybe you feel a calling to step up to lead an 

effort to help our congregation better know and support our 

Burmese brothers and sisters? What other ways could we help? What are their 

ongoing needs? How could we bridge the cultural and linguistic divide and better 

get to know these good folks? 

We supported Charlotte’s Refugee Support Services in one of our 2016 monthly 

mission offerings after Rachel Humphries, founder and Executive Director, spoke on 

a Wednesday night. Maybe we need to issue another invitation and renew our 

support through our mission offering? 

Maybe we need to adopt a specific family? The number of refugees, world-wide, is 

at an all-time high, and their stories are terrifying and heart-breaking as they flee 

religious or political persecution. Maybe we need to reach out to one of Charlotte’s 

support agencies and ask if there is a family in need? 

Last year we significantly modified our missions budget to reflect a priority 

commitment to Sedgefield Elementary School (There are no refugee children/

families at Sedgefield.), and we will maintain the priority of Uplift Sedgefield: 

Change begins with US in 2017. We also have a significant, ongoing mission effort 

with homeless ministries, but maybe you feel a calling to respond in this crisis 

moment, to help us lead an overall effort for work with refugees? 

Refugee resettlement literally saves thousands of lives every year, and since the 

Second World War, the United States has been one of the world’s leaders in 

receiving distressed people. In opening our gates to immigrants, we fulfill our 

calling, as engraved on the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor, your 

huddled masses yearning to breathe free…” 

What can we do to help more of God’s children “breathe free”? 

As this refugee crisis continues to speak to your heads, maybe God will speak to 

your heart, and you’ll help us respond as a church? Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it (Hebrews 13.2). 

Or, is God is calling you to be an angel? 
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COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

and Activities 

 

Sunday, February 12 
Deacon Ordination 
9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

4-8p Annual Deacon’s Retreat 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Tuesday, February 14 
10:00a Needlers 

 

Thursday, February 16 
Noon: VSP 

 

Sunday, February 19 
9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Friday, February 24 
11a Fun Food Friday: Senior Adults 

Lunch at The King’s Kitchen 

5-7p New Members with their 

Family Deacons 

Drop-in at Crystal and Brian Smyth’s 

 

Save the Date: March 19 
Youth Italian Night  

Fundraiser and Auction 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Joan Mialik 

3915 Ashton Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-556-1330 

Personnel Changes for 2017 

We are blessed with a wonderful staff and that will not change in 2017, though several changes have 

been announced. After doing a wonderful job keeping all our numbers straight, Cason Maccubbin has 

decided to go to the beach and enjoy some days in retirement. Allison Weiland, left, who is a CPA 

with a lot of experience in church finances, has already begun working. She will be in the office on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays and available by email: allison@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Rounding out a busy season of work, our Personnel Committee has agreed to a strategy for our 

children’s ministry. Beginning immediately Joey Haynes will coordinate our children’s ministry. This 

will add 10 hours/week to his work and will increase his pay. Joey will work in this capacity through 

the summer, allowing him to complete a required internship with Union Seminary. Through this spring 

and summer Amy will work with Joey and will work closely with parents and consultants to evaluate our children’s ministry, 

and then she will take on children’s ministry this fall. Amy has always worked ¾ time. In the fall she will become full time, 

and her salary will be increased accordingly.  

mailto:allison@parkroadbaptist.org
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Young Adults Spring Series of Study 

The PRBC Young Adults Group will resume study of “Practices” Friday, March 3. They will gather every other Friday at 7p, with 

different members hosting each meeting. Please let Chelsy Mitchell know if you would like to lead a discussion or host a group at 

your home. The current schedule is 

March 3 Prayer: Oriented toward God, Brian McLaren (led by Chelsy, Meet in Youth Building) 

March 17  Food: Eating, with Jesus, Sara Miles (Brandon and Samantha’s home) 

March 31  Worship: Seeking God’s Presence, Mike Slaughter 

April 14  Sacraments: A Tapestry of Traditions, Phyllis Tickle (Joey’s home) 

April 28  Money: The Joy of Sharing, Shane Claiborne (Anders and Becca’s home) 

May 12  Service: The Needs Right in Front of You, Enuma Okoro 

May 26  Community: An Unexpected Family, Doug Pagitt 

June 9  Summer cookout 

Missions Offerings 

Thank you for your generous donations to our Sunday mission 

offerings! If there is an organization or a cause to which you 

would like to see Park Road contribute in the future, please 

share your ideas with Dan or Crystal. 

 2015 Allocations      2016 Loose 

      Offering 

Refugee Support Services  $284.56 $810.19 

Shepherd’s Center $500.00 $635.32 

BPFNA – Bautistas por la Paz $500.00 $1160.95 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship $500.00 $617.65 

Loaves and Fishes $2000.00 $903.22 

Friendship Trays $1500.00 $2041.21 

Men’s Shelter of Charlotte $3000.00 $970.79 

Alliance of Baptists $500.00 $659.48 

CROP $756.15 $863.17 

Stop Hunger Now $4,151.04 $6,468.72 

TOTAL $13,691.75 $15,130.70 

Fun Food Friday! 

All Senior Adults are invited to join us on Friday, 

February 24 for a trip uptown and lunch at The King’s 

Kitchen. It’s great Southern food and ALL profits of this 

restaurant go to feed the homeless in Charlotte. Meet at 

the back parking lot at 11:00a. 

Lunch and return… simple as that. Hope you can join us! 

A Royal Evening . . . 

With Joey as their leader, Children and Youth 

enjoyed being front and center at Queens 

University’s Homecoming Game last Saturday.  

On Sunday, February 19 our good friend, Terri McKelton (left) will share her vocal talent 

during the service. She will sing several settings of spirituals during an extended Preparation 

of Worship, as well as the Lord’s Prayer, and solos during the service. All the music is in 

celebration of Black History Month and is written or arranged by African-American composers. 

Please invite your family and friends to come as Terri leads us in worship. 

As in past years, this February all the organ music will be written by Black composers from 

around the world. The choir will also be singing responses written or arranged by these 

composers. My hope is that you will be enriched by the music as we celebrate what these 

composers have written for both church and concert alike. 

Monty Bennett 

https://wearesparkhouse.org/adults/animate/practices/
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