
For the last 5 years, outside of church, our lives have been focused on a baseball 

diamond and the gridiron. But the latter focus is not so much because of football. 

Football is just what leads up to a performance of a Marching Band. There are some 

great marching band t-shirts out there: “If Marching Band was any easier it would be 

called football” and “Football: the opening act for the Marching Band” and “Football 

will be played before and after tonight’s main event: the Marching Band Half Time 

Show” – are just a few of the best ones. But it’s not just been 5 years of marching. 

Add to that the 4 years Russ marched in high school and then the 4 more years he 

marched in college, and our family is up to 13 years of marching with likely 4 more 

years in our future. And it is amazing! Just ask anyone who has ever marched or been 

the girlfriend or mother of a marcher, and they will tell you about all the goodness 

that comes with marching. 

Marching: It’s athletic and musical. It’s demanding. 

It’s difficult. It takes concentration and intelligence 

and dedication. It’s a team sport and a team effort. 

It brings people together to work toward something 

spectacular that no one can do alone. It’s electric 

and energizing and gratifying. In a word – Marching is 

Awesome! 

And so I invite you to March with me on Saturday, 

January 21. We will not be in a band of musical 

instruments but rather in a band of solidarity. Without 

doubt, no matter what side of the political aisle you are 

on, I think we can agree that issues of women have risen to the top throughout our 

country’s recent election. Words have been used to demean and disgrace women. 

Those words have caused harm. And because of that alone, I will March. I plan to 

March in Charlotte that day because Charlotte has chosen to offer an alternative to 

getting to the Women’s March on Washington, D.C. This is a portion of the mission 

and vision of the D.C. March: “We stand together in solidarity with our partners 

and children for the protection of our rights, our safety, our health, and our families - 

recognizing that our vibrant and diverse communities are the strength of our  

country . . . In the spirit of democracy and honoring the champions of human rights, 

dignity, and justice who have come before us, we join in diversity to show our 

presence in numbers too great to ignore. The Women’s March on Washington will 

send a bold message to our new government on their first day in office, and to the 

world that women's rights are human rights. We stand together, recognizing that 

defending the most marginalized among us is defending all of us.” 

And so I invite you to join me to March. We don’t have to agree if it’s necessary or 

not. We don’t have to agree if marching is helpful or not. Sometimes we just March 

when we don’t know what else to do. Sometimes folks march alongside because we 

know it matters to another. The March in Charlotte begins at First Ward Park (301 

East 7th Street) and goes from 10:00a to noon. Let me know if you want to meet and 

March Together.  

I wrote on Election Day before knowing who the next President of the United States 

would be that no matter the outcome of the election, we needed to talk about some 

gender issues that have been highlighted for us in both positive and negative ways 

over the last year. This Women’s March on Charlotte is a good place to start. Go 

ahead and mark your calendars now that we will begin a Lenten sermon series with 

three sermons about women’s issues using Queen Esther as our guide: March 5, 12 

and 19 with a Park Road Women’s Retreat on the weekend of March 11-12. Right 

now that’s all I know, but I would welcome a team of helpers to assist me in pulling 

this retreat together. Let me know if I can count on you to help me with the details. 

Strike up the Band and March with me! 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

We need to talk about 

gender issues that 

have been highlighted 

in both positive and 

negative ways . . . 

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, January 12 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, January 15 
Deacon of the Week: Kay Thornburg 

9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

1:30p Snack Packing  

for Sedgefield Elementary 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class 

 

Tuesday, January 17 
10:00a Coffee and Kibitz 

 

Thursday, January 19 
Noon: VSP 

 

Sunday, January 22 
Deacon of the Week: Daniel Miles 

9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

January 29-February 2 
PRBC Hosts Charlotte Family Housing 

 

Sympathy is Extended to  
The family or Jenneane Buchanan 

who died January  

Adele Spil In the death of her 

husband, Gabe 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Jean Messick 

5800 Olde Providence Road,  

#5710 C 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

704-366-0783 
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(Re)Defining Community 

January 15: Grateful for Community 

Cuba Mission Trip 

On February 16-20, Allie Blum, Peggy McIntyre, Patrick 

Bradey, Linda Hefner and Dan McClintock will travel to Carlos 

Rojas to visit our sister church in Cuba.  The church has 

requested that we bring the following items to share with their 

members: Medicines: Ibuprophen, Bengay, Imodium, Tylenol, 

Vaporub, aspirin, Pepto Bismol, Alka Seltzer, antacids, 

Venastat, Hydrocortizone cream, antibiotic cream, bandages, 

multi-vitamins for children and adults, vitamins C, D, and E.  

Sunday School Supplies: Colored paper, colored pencils, pens, 

rulers, erasers, permanent markers, highlighters, glue, glitter 

glue, stickers, pencils, mechanical pencils, staples for the 

pastoral office, a hole puncher, colored files, plastic files, 

sticky notes, a calculator, scotch tape, paper, paper clips, 

foam sheets in different colors for children’s work. 

If you would like to make a donation, you can drop it off in the 

church office or place it in a collection bin in the narthex. 

Snack Packing this Sunday, 

January 15 

Our big snack packing event was 

delayed due to the weather but will now 

take place this Sunday beginning at 

1:30p. We will pack 1000 snack bags 

for the children at Sedgefield! Our goal 

is to finish in time for Dan to see the 

second half of the Steeler’s playoff 

game. So all hands on deck! 

Fashioned with Love 

The banners displayed during  

Advent and Christmas were made by 

the Needlers in memory of Carol Pelt, 

a faithful Needler and dear friend. 

The Young and Faithful 

Our youngest adult folks eat and party,  

study and grow. What an inspiration to us all! 

We welcome Anders and 

Rebeccah! They have been 

active with our Young Adult 

Connection group for some 

time, and they have already 

jumped in to help in significant 

ways including chaperoning a 

recent Youth Lock-In! Anders 

is in the banking industry and 

Rebeccah is involved in 

education with an emphasis 

on STEM principles. 

Ski Trip 

The Park Road Youth will participate in their annual Winter Ski 

Trip on January 28! Please let Joey Haynes know if you're 

interested in going. We will rent the equipment at the ski shop 

in Park Road Shopping Center, spend Friday night in our 

Community Center and leave early Saturday morning. We will 

spend the day at Sugar Mountain and return to the church that 

evening.  

Also, please let Joey know if you would like to chaperone.  

That outing will be a blast! 


