
January 17, 2018 

 

COMING UP 
 

Sunday, January 14 

Hope Chapel 8:00a 

Connection Groups at 9:45a 

Worship at 11:00a 
 

Saturday, January 27 

Room in the Inn 
 

 

Sunday, January 28 

Annual: “State of the Church” 

Potluck lunch followed by a  

fast-moving review of 2017  

and a challenge for 2018. 
 

Wednesday, February 7 

Fellowship Suppers 

and Activities Resume 

 

Remembering our Friends at Home 

Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road, Number 1 

Charlotte, NC 28209 

 

Sympathy is Extended 

To the family of Irma Lonon who died 

before Christmas. A brief service will 

be held in the Columbarium Sunday, 

January 21, at 3:30p. 

 

To Bill, Rhonda, Tinsley, and Will 

Stewart in the death of Bill’s father.  
 

 

Remember in Prayer 

Debbie Russell—recovering from 

surgery. 

 

Kay Solomon—in Hospice Care at  

The Summit on Runnymeade 

 

 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

A veteran member commented over a recent lunch: “It’s not the church it used to 

be.” I heard lament, maybe criticism. That is right, of course. It is not the church 

we inherited 17 years ago. But, how could it be? Remember John and Doris Moore, 

Bobbie and George McDonald? Al and Ilene Wilson, Carson and Aline Allen? Ted 

and Harriett Morris and Mary McGowan and Chet Helt? Oh my – I can’t believe 

we’ve buried more than 170 people as your pastors – many of whom built this 

church, never missed a single event. (Is there anybody like that today!?) As the 

hymn says, “Time like an ever-rolling stream soon bears us all away…” 
 

But have you met Cam and Chelsea Mitchell and little Annabelle? Bosky Dawson 

and Cindy King and beautiful Asha? What about the three generations of the Miles 

family? The Bergers and the Stewarts and all the Mullises and the Gantts and Lisa 

Oldham and Gail Gillies and Max Justice and Karen and Manny Meideros? Do you 

know our four Choral Scholars, who bring fresh faces and collegiate enthusiasm to 

our choir? 
 

No. It’s not the same church it used to be. Thank God! (If it were… we wouldn’t 

even be here!) 
 

In addition to our many new and active members, and as an indication of how  

different Church is these days, we have a ton of “regulars,” who worship and serve 

and fellowship and give, but who may never become “official.” 
 

Yes, Tableau is gone (and we miss it), but wasn’t our “Festival of Simple Gifts” 

amazing!? More people participated than ever worked Tableau, and it would be 

hard to calculate the number of people who will be touched by all those simple 

gifts we put together, instead. 
 

Yes, we no longer pack 200 people into a make-shift fellowship hall on Wednesday 

nights – but The Church hasn’t always competed with school sports and two  

working, traveling parents. Until recently Charlotte didn’t have one million people 

in the metro area – and Park Roadians didn’t live in Ballentyne and Rock Hill and 

fight a million other drivers just to get to church! (Wednesday night – against five 

o’clock traffic – really?) But, we still offer Fellowship Supper six months a year, 

with programs for children and youth and several options for adults. (And the 

Wednesday program is being modified again; stay tuned for a preview!) 
 

It’s not the same church. I miss some of what we’ve lost – like I miss some of 

what’s different about my family and my school friends, too. “Time, like an ever 

rolling stream…” 
 

But, what has remained is that this is a great church. You prove it in so many ways, 

and you just proved it again. We’re sorry the last few weeks have been a financial 

roller-coaster ride, with both the 2017 budget and the 2018 pledge – but your  

response to our year-end need was huge, and your response to a final call for 2018 

pledges was even huge-er! 
 

At our State of the Church meeting after worship on January 28, we will have a full 

financial report. I hope you’ll show up with enough Potluck to feed all of your  

family or more and will stay to help us celebrate so much that is still so good about 

this wonderful church. 
 

Still, so grateful to be your pastors…  

Congrats to Ruata, pastor of Chin Bethel and his wife, 

Niku, on the birth of a second child, a son named 

Biaklianuk Ruatthang. Mom and baby are well, and our 

sister church continues to grow and thrive on our  

campus. 

Making Connections! The Babylons had their first social of 

2018 on a cold, wet January night. They were small in number 

but large in heart! This is Park Road family at its best.  

 

This financial report from Allison Weiland just in… 

Our recommended 2018 AMP is $638,000, of which $540,000 is required to be 

pledged. (Our budget includes rental income, a Child Development Center  

donation, and we allow up to 10% for non-pledged contributions.) After Sunday’s 

offering, we have $546,956 in pledges. Thank you for being found faithful! 
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the God Medal winner. 

New Year’s Resolution… Study More? 
A new group starts Sunday, February 4, 5:30-7:00p in the 

Chapel Conference Room. Ron Pelt, former RBTL writer and 

now Educational Center board member, will  

facilitate. 

“Reading Between the Lines” is a unique way to engage the 

scriptures. Group members learn to engage the text as  

story. Open-ended questions help participants encounter the 

text with their own individual reactions and then to connect 

with the world around and with the inner world. Silence is  

valued and no one is ever pressured to speak. Members use 

prepared materials to contemplate the text prior to the group 

meeting. ($30 for 9 sessions. An electronic version is  

available. Both may be ordered through the church office.) 

Singing in the Choir? 

Have you ever wanted to sing, but scheduling conflicts 

won’t allow you to make a full time commitment? Here are 

some opportunities just for you. All interested singers ninth 

grade and older are welcome to come and sing! 

     1. Palm Sunday/Easter--The choir will join St. Luke  

Lutheran for a spring concert, but you are invited to sing for 

Palm Sunday and Easter services — just come to rehearsals 

during March.   

     2. Mother's Day--A male chorus will lead the service.       

They will rehearse at 9:15a four Sunday mornings prior to 

Mother’s Day. 

     3. Father's Day--Women who wish to sing in an all  

female ensemble are invited to lead worship on that  

Sunday. Rehearsals will be at 9:15a for the four weeks 

 prior.   
 

And… one ringy-dingy... 

I am reestablishing the handbell choir. If you have played or 

just want to learn, this is the perfect opportunity. 

Email monty@parkroadbaptist.org and let me know. My goal 

is to play in service once per month, beginning in mid-April. 

Again, anyone ninth grade and older is invited.   

Family Need  

In December an apartment fire resulted in 2 families  

losing everything. There were no injuries, but 10 children 

were affected; 7 are students at Sedgefield. Park Road 

contributed funds for temporary housing, but permanent 

housing will soon be available. A GoFundMe page will help 

raise money for needed items. The school counselor will 

manage the funds. To donate, follow this link:  

https://www.gofundme.com/sedgefield-family-in-need. 

Farewell to Kelly Moore and Daniel Strokis… 

The Young Adults offer them best wishes on their new 

adventure in California.  

Thanks from the Staff 

Dear Members of Park Road Baptist, 

Thank you for all you do for the 

Sedgefield Staff and students. You 

make such a difference in all our 

lives! Thank you for the gift cards. What 

a great surprise gift at Christmas! I look 

forward to working with you in the year 

to come!  

Love, Katherine Harper, School Secretary 

Thanks from a Parent 
I was delivering snack bags last week when the parent of a 

fourth grader, who had started to leave the parking lot, got 

out of his car and came to speak to me. He saw “Park 

Road” on the side of the bus and said he wanted to  

express his appreciation for all that we do at the school. 

“My daughter has been here since first grade, and I’ve 

seen folks from Park Road proctoring exams, tutoring, 

providing lunch for staff, and giving books to  

students.” He saw me unloading bins of snack bags and 

asked about them. I told him that we deliver over 100 

bags every Friday so that the neediest children can take 

some food home with them for the weekend. He shook his 

head and said, “You guys are unbelievable!” I wanted to 

pass this story along to you because I agree you guys are 

unbelievable! Thank you for your commitment to missions 

and to the students at Sedgefield!  

 — Dan McClintock 

Fifth  Grade Trip to D.C. 

The 5th graders are planning their annual trip to  

Washington, D.C. The cost per student is $366.   

Although all of the families are encouraged to pay for the 

trip if they have the financial resources, there are always a 

number of students who need assistance for the trip. If 

you would like to make a donation to help a student go to 

D.C., the church will collect contributions with checks 

designated to “Sedgefield D.C. Trip,” Thank you! 
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