
From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

January 18, 2017 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

As we stand poised to inaugurate our nation’s forty-fifty president, the air is thick with 

the tensions of concern and anger. Rare for the early days of any administration, a new 

president prepares to enter office without having won the popular vote and with a 

majority of the nation already disapproving of his actions. Morning and night the 

headlines cover some new “Controversy…” Yesterday a headline used the word 

“unprecedented,” and one reporter said, “We’re going to have to get used to that 

word.” 

Maybe it will be unprecedentedly positive with growth and change – which are not 

always accomplished on the smooth wheels of inevitable progress. Let that be our hope. 

And let it be a matter of that best kind of praying we can do, as Martin Luther 

challenged us: praying as if everything depended on God while working as if everything 

depended on us. 

The new president seems to relish controversy. He’s made a 

career disappointing some, to the great delight of others, 

with a trademark bark: “You’re fired!” Maybe that’s what we 

need; maybe that’s why we elected him – so all the protests 

and angst should come as no surprise. Those who support 

this leadership style should hardly react to all the reaction – 

this is what we asked for. And we are sure to get more of 

what we asked for. 

It comes as no surprise, then, that dozens of congressional leaders will sit out the 

inauguration. This is sad and disheartening to see. In this moment of disunity, what we 

need most is a commitment to unity, the tough resolve to stand together even across 

our differences – though the irony of that challenge should be lost on no one given the 

one we’ve chosen to lead us through the waters of our current context.  

I’m disappointed to hear of all those defections, but grateful they’ve chosen peaceful 

protest and not an armed coup. While distasteful to some, their actions also represent 

the best of democracy and may actually be the best way to highlight the distinctiveness 

of our nation’s commitment to a peaceful transfer of power.  

I want to say “we didn’t choose this moment” (all the conflict, all the tension), but the 

truth is, we did. “We the people…” have chosen it all. Our founding fathers and 

mothers promised us greatness, but they never said democracy was supposed to be 

tidy. We have chosen to be here, so let us pray that we can actually “make the best of 

it” – not with an attitude of sad resignation. Let us use the moment, accept the 

challenge, recognize that out of hard times come the best changes – and let us commit 

to the kind of community that such moments both define and require. This community 

will not come with the absence of conflict but in the presence of respect and hard work. 

I hope that, through our community of faith, Park Road can exemplify that commitment 

and be willing to set that example. We will disagree. That’s not new. I only pray that we 

will continue to believe there is something more important to a church community than 

conformity of ideas. 

As we prepare for a new “day” in the USA, we’re also embarking on a new year at 

PRBC, and, as we do, we hope you’ll join us for a celebration of all we accomplished 

and experienced together in 2016. We’ve designed our annual “State of the Church” 

meetings to be entertaining and enjoyable. Chef’s Catering will provide sandwiches, and 

we’ll keep things moving as we walk our way through 2016, and step into a new year of 

Being Church together.  

As Amy told us Sunday, there’s never been a better time to be the Church. Join us on 

January 29 and see why – and maybe our example will be worth following. 

There’s never been  

a better time  

to Be the Church.  

COMING UP 
 

Thursday, January 19 
Noon: VSP 

 

Friday, January 20 
Church Office Closed for MLK holiday 

 

Saturday 

8:45 Women’s March:  

First Ward Park 

 

Sunday, January 22 
Deacon of the Week: Daniel Miles 

9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

Sunday, January 29 
Deacon of the Week: Beth Heaton 

9:30 Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  

 

January 28-29 
PRBC Hosts Room in the Inn 

 

January 29-February 2 
PRBC Hosts Charlotte Family Housing 

 

February 10 

7p Young Adults will meet for a social 

gathering at Legion Brewery, 

1906 Commonwealth Avenue. 

Biweekly study resumes March 3. 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Drive, B-206 

Matthews, NC 28105 

704-846-5539 

Boxed lunches will be available in the Community Center immediately following worship on Sunday.  

Reservations are not required. A vegetarian option will be available.  

Please come prepared to make a donation to pay for your lunch. 
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Deacon of the Week: Daniel Miles 

Daniel has been a member at Park Road for 3 years.  

You will find Daniel teaching Sunday School for adults, 

playing his guitar, singing in various worship services 

and always showing up and being here.  

Daniel is the Assistant Director of Spiritual Care  

in the Chaplain's department at CMC. He is married 

to Sharon, and they have a daughter, Andra, who is in 

elementary school. 

The church office will be closed for 
Martin Luther King holiday on Friday, 

January 20. 

Featured Connection Group: Genesis 

The Genesis Class spent this fall meeting every Sunday 

morning before worship. We read our way through all the 

Minor Prophets in the Hebrew Testament and enjoyed good 

discussions as we discovered these little-read texts! 

This winter and spring we will be studying some texts from the 

New Testament. We invite any adults aged mid-20s through 

mid-40s who would be interested in joining our class to come 

and join us on Sunday mornings. We have a Facebook page 

where we announce social activities and other fun stuff. 

Daniel Miles 

About the Babylon Connection Group. . . 

We say what we feel though sometimes don’t agree, 

But each week’s a new chance to know you and me. 

What do we believe? It is healthy to question. 

Others’ views may plant a brand new suggestion- 

We discuss many topics about God, hope or love, 

Read some scripture and explore the meaning thereof. 

We study together, but also we’re friends, 

And all are the richer as each meeting ends. 

Merrilee Fellows 

Snacks for Sedgefield 

On Sunday afternoon the church gathered to pack  

1000 snack bags for Sedgefield students.  

A huge thank-you to all of the volunteers who made this 

snack-packing event such a success! 

Mission Opportunities 

Twice a month, from December through March, Park Road hosts Room in the Inn, 

providing dinner, breakfast, a bag lunch and a warm place to sleep in our Youth 

Building for up to 12 homeless neighbors. On January 14, the Echerd Connection 

Group assumed nearly all of the hosting responsibilities and did a marvelous job of 

making our guests feel welcome and cared for. 

The next scheduled Room in the Inn is on January 28, and the Abundant Grace group 

has already volunteered to help for that event. If your Connection Group would like to 

host a future Room in the Inn, the dates are February 11 and March are 25. RITI is a 

wonderful service opportunity, and our guests appreciate our hospitality. Sign-ups are 

linked on our website. 

Women March in Charlotte 

The mission of the Women’s March in 

Washington, D.C. is “We stand together . . 

. for the protection of our rights, our 

safety, our health, and our families—

recognizing that our communities are the 

strength of our country. . . “ This Saturday 

we will join with them, marching in 

Charlotte. 

If you want to carpool to the March, meet 

Amy in the church parking lot at 8:45a. 

If you want to meet at First Ward Park, let 

Amy know, and she can add you to a 

group text to coordinate finding each other 

at the location.  


