
January 23, 2019 

 

COMING UP 
 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

January 26 
Room in the Inn 

February 10 
State of the Church  

And Capital Campaign Kick-off 
Meeting following Worship 

 

Friends at Home 

Joan Mialik 

3915 Ashton Dr. 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

(704) 556-1330 

 

In the Hospital 

Ober Pauley, CMC Mercy 

 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Thank you for your response to the 
Epiphany series we are preaching. I don’t 
know that we’ve ever had more  
appreciative comments. I think it is 
something about the complementarity of 
voices, both of us speaking about these 
“revelations of light,” but we have 
enjoyed putting these messages together 
and are grateful they seem to be 
speaking to you. 
 

I note each Sunday that my messages are 
synopses of various chapters of my book Finding a New Way Home. Last Sunday I said 
that before I finished this book I had actually written a full manuscript on the topic of 
chapter six, which may be my most unorthodox position: “God Always Does Everything 
God Can Do.” (Yes, that implies there are things God cannot do!) That first book is  
entitled The Power of the God Who Can’t. 
 

Neither of the books is published, but several of you have asked and I hope to be able 
to put Finding a New Way Home into your hands this year. I’m new to the world of 
trying-to-get-a-book-published, which is made more difficult when you’re not peddling 
a Pulitzer Prize! 
 

I have no delusions. I’m not fancying a lucrative second career, just as soon as I can be 
discovered! No. These books were personal projects. “God always does everything God 
can do,” is a statement made by a theology professor 30 years ago that has never let 
me go. I thought it might be helpful (to me, if no one else) to try to write down all the 
wrestling I’ve done with this God who can’t. Since I’ve done most of that wrestling 
while being your pastor, I give you a lot of credit – for having patience with a pastor 
whose theology is still “in the works” and for allowing me to work that theology out 
through our pulpit. Each chapter has an accompanying sermon, preached at some 
point over the last 18 years, showing hints of my theology of a God of love (not of  
power) revealing itself through the practice of preaching it. 
 

While I have written most of both of these books in my head over all these years, I  
began putting these writings on paper at a little farm house on the Eastern Shore of  
Maryland. Dr. John Ballenger and I have holed-up in this beautiful little place each of 
the last three winters. Last week, under six inches of new-fallen snow, I was working 
with another publisher, providing submission materials… and working on a new book.  
 

I don’t even have a title yet, but for a dozen years of Maundy Thursday services you 
allowed me to imagine a setting in the “upper room,” a reunion of the original disciples 
of Jesus. What were they actually thinking one year after Jesus’ death… 3 years… 15 
years…? How did the gradual revelations, the growing insights of these friends,  
manifest in the words of scripture we now hold as sacred? 
 

Last week on the bank of the Choptank River I began trying to put these creative  
reflections into a collection and surround them with the insights of how scripture may 
have actually come to be. Those insights have given me a new enthusiasm for the book 
many call God’s “Living Word.” Maybe by the time I figure out how to get the other 
two copies in print, I’ll be finished with this one, too. 
 

Thanks for letting me think, hearing me preach, allowing me to writer. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
February 10, 2019 is a very important day for us 

to be together as Church Community. We will  
ordain and install new Deacons in worship. After 
worship, we will combine our Annual State of the 

Church meeting (originally slated for January 27) 

with a Capital Campaign Church-Wide Kick-Off  
to include lunch and a program that will give a 

full report of 2018 and prepare us for all that lies 
ahead in 2019.  

Many more details to come, but for now, be sure 
you have February 10 marked on your calendar to 

be at Church. It will be a wonderful  
day of celebration. 

The time is now for a new PRBC 

Pictorial Directory!  There are only 

limited picture-taking days  -  

February 6-9. Please sign up in the 

Narthex after Worship on January 27 

or February 3 or visit the church’s 

website to secure your time slot.  We 

want to have every one of our church  

families  pictured. Smile prettily ! 
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Youth News 

Welcome Caroline Tucker! 

II’d like to introduce everyone to 

Caroline Tucker! She is a junior at 

Queens and sings in our choir. 

She'll be joining us in rotation as 

a youth Sunday school teacher 

starting in February! We're  

excited to have her on board! 
 

The Youth are  

Sandwich-making   

Rockstars! They 

made 150  

sandwiches for Urban 

Ministry Center in 15 

minutes! 

Book Sorting This Week 

Promising Pages, a non-profit that “recycles” used  

children’s books to 

low income children 

donated a number of 

books for the church 

to distribute. We need 

to sort and to level 

these books to know 

what we can use. 

There are two sorting/leveling events set up for  

Wednesday, 1/23, 1-7p and on Friday, 1/25, noon-5p. 

Go to the church’s website where there will be a link for 

the Sign-up Genius. We’ll meet in Room 503,  

Community Center Conference Room. Bring a phone, 

tablet, or laptop. Instructions will be provided. If you 

have any questions, please contact George Miles at  

423-292-8972 or gmilea85@hotmail.com. 

You may contribute to this book fund by placing cash or 

check, designated Book Drive, in the offering plate. 

2018 Year-End. The Good and the Bad! 
After meeting on Sunday, our Administration Committee 
has finalized our year-end. By utilizing  some additional 
funds available for maintenance needs, we were able to 
close the year, officially, in the black. That’s the good 
news! The not-so good news is that we were forced to 
use rainy-day funds because our pledge giving was  
under budget by about $5,000. Two years ago we  
closely adjusted our Annual Ministry Plan; there is  
almost no “wiggle room” in any of our budgets. Your 
leaders and staff work hard to maintain the budgets they 
are given. It is so important that you stay true to your 
pledge. The bottom line is that we will close the 2018 
books on another successful year. Thank you! 
 
Men’s Study: Things Hidden by Richard Rohr 
We have a small men’s group that has been meeting for 
nearly 18 years. We meet the first and third Thursdays 
of each month at the Charlotte Café at the Arboretum. 
All are welcome for 7:00a breakfast, fellowship, and 
discussion. We are reading and enjoying Richard Rohr’s 
wisdom about scripture and spirituality. Our next  
meeting will be February 7. 

Needlers  

Our next Needlers Connection Group meeting will be 

Tuesday, February 12, 

10a at PRBC-(room to 

be decided ). 
 

We will be assembling 

kits for the pillowcase 

dresses. These dresses 

will go to Cuba with our 

PRBC group in March. 

We will also be knitting and wrapping prayers shawls. No 

previous experience is needed. Join us! 

Men’s Shelter and Room in the Inn 

Our next times for the two programs are Saturday February 

9.  Men’s Shelter lunch is from 10:45—1:00pm. Help is 

needed to prepare meals, to set up, and to serve as 

overnight host for Room in the Inn.  Please see the church 

website for sign ups or talk with Dan. 

Down into the water...During the Children’s Feature, the  
children  got a close look at the baptistry and learned 
about the significance of baptism . 
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