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It is that time of the year again. Around the country and the world, church youth groups 

pack up for a week of mission work. I have read several articles and books that bring to 

light the potential negative consequences of short term mission projects. The argument 

is that these seemingly good deeds perpetuate the problems that low income and 

homeless communities face while simultaneously allowing teenagers from middle and 

high income families to pat themselves on the back for a job well done.  

I do agree with critics on many aspects of short term mission projects. However, what is 

the alternative? To not go? To raise money and just send cash to designated organizations 

without any human interaction?  

After our week in Atlanta, I am reminded of the powerful impact of direct personal 

experience and thoughtful reflection.  

Our group participated in an Urban Immersion program organized by DOOR, a faith-

based network of cities that provides opportunities for service and learning. I still believe 

that having personal experiences and opportunities to see first-hand the issues that our 

society faces is so important for our teenagers. These weeks are not about making 

ourselves feel good about our work, but instead, leave all of us remembering the names 

and faces of folks we have met.  

The experience is about connecting our lives with the lives of others.  

Organizations can benefit greatly from cash donations, but I believe teaching our 

children and youth to become personally involved in the problems of our communities is 

equally important. I was so impressed with our group and how they intermingled during 

our time of volunteering throughout the Atlanta community. They jumped into an 

organized chaos to prepare groceries for dozens of families at a local food co-op, served 

meals at soup kitchens and interacted with friends finding refuge at a church because it 

is a safe zone where they cannot be arrested. The youth also worked in urban gardens 

and visited the Martin Luther King Center and Museum. Throughout the week, they 

pushed themselves to go beyond their comfort zones to connect, learn and hopefully 

become motivated to future action by the marginalization, oppression and discrimination 

they saw. These firsthand experiences allowed our youth the opportunity to see the raw 

reality which so many people in the world face on a daily basis. 

The DOOR staff were extremely impressed with the depth of conversation and reflection that our youth showed. In fact, the 

director said she wished she had more groups like ours! I believe her comments are a direct result of the amazing community 

that surrounds them at Park Road. And I am so proud to be a part of that community! 

Because the congregation makes these summer trips possible, please take time to read through several of our youth’s 

reflections on moments at the different sites that stood out for them. 

Thank you for all you do to make the Park Road Youth Group such a positive experience for our youth! 

COMING UP 
 

Friday, July 15 
11:30a-1:30p Amy’s Out of Office 

Hours at Caribou Coffee 

2:00p Orchestra Camp Concert 
 

Sunday, July 17 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sharing Our Story: 

Joey Haynes 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 
 

Thursday, July 21 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Friday, July 22 
11:30a-1:30p Amy’s Out of Office 

Hours at Caribou Coffee 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC  28704 

Heart & Soul from Joey Haynes, Youth Coordinator  

Deacon of the Week is Dona Leonard. Dona has been a member at Park Road 

for 8 years. She has been involved in caring for the pastoral care needs of our 

congregation for all of these years through many phone calls and visits. She has 

also put her hands and feet and voice in action in the many mission 

opportunities of which we are a part. Dona is retired, and her partner in life is 

Debbie Brown. 

Dwayne Baxley was our Deacon of the Week last week. Dwayne has been a 

member of Park Road for 20 years. He has worked with the Administration 

Committee and served in various other ways. His quiet faithful presence in 

Sunday School and worship speaks volumes of his dedication to his church and 

his family. Dwayne is Senior Account Manager at Simile Imaging Solutions. He 

is married to Laura, and they have one teenage son, Brooks. 

Needlers are Preparing 40+ Welcome Back Bags  

In order to welcome new and returning teachers to the start of another school year, 

our Uplift Sedgefield Team plans to offer teacher appreciation bags  

to all of the teachers and their assistants.  

The Needlers are sewing the nice fabric bags. Will you help by donating some items for 

a teacher? Suggestions include toiletries, snacks, note pads, pens, etc. 

Let's show the teachers how much we appreciate them  

and their dedication to the students at Sedgefield! 

Boxes will be placed in the Narthex and in the Community Center  

for the next several Sundays to receive your donations. 



 

 

The Youth visited places of interest in 

Atlanta—such as the Olympic Stadium, 

MLK’s church and the Coca-Cola Museum. 

General Observations 

The PRBC Youth participated 

in aiding the needy and 

homeless people in Atlanta, 

Georgia. We volunteered at 

soup kitchens and farms; we 

handed out food to the 

homeless. At a soup kitchen, 

I met a very interesting 

young woman named Donna. 

She had been used and 

stolen from, and she has 

been struggling with 

homelessness for a couple of 

years. She was planning to 

get on a bus and move to a 

different place because of all 

the difficulties she has faced 

in Atlanta. This mission trip 

was significant to me 

because it taught me that 

homelessness can happen to 

anyone. We can all learn 

from others’ mistakes how to 

treat people better. Just 

because people are homeless 

doesn't make them any 

different than someone who 

is living in poverty, someone 

who is living fine or someone  

who is wealthy.” 

-Tyler Burgess 

Food Co-op 

“One of the days in Atlanta we went to a food co-op. We helped unload boxes of food 

from a truck and ration it out for different-sized families. It was interesting to see that 

everyone worked together like a family in order to organize meetings and give out food for 

those who needed it. I remember meeting a lady named Marilyn who told us how she 

would share food with her friends if she didn’t want or need it.” -Maddy Counts 

 

“In Atlanta this year, a significant place I visited was a food co-op. The operation was 

incredible! To watch the workers organize so much food into many boxes was impressive! 

I met two little girls who mumbled their names, but I believe one was named Anna. They 

were very sweet, and I had a lovely conversation with them. Meeting the people at this 

place really made me realize how many are hungry and need help from others, so I was 

glad I was assigned to this location. I learned so much!” 

 -Caroline Palmer 

DOOR Network 

“Where our church stayed was in a church gym, hosted by a program called DOOR. Every night, several groups would 

go along the road and give out food, ice, water or whatever our friends needed. The program’s leader called the people 

we served ‘friends,’ not ‘those people’ or ‘the homeless.’ It humanized our friends who were normal people who just 

had something go wrong in their lives. Our friends are not always drug addicts and alcoholics; some were doctors, 

nurses and lawyers.” -Max Dower 

 
“Through DOOR Atlanta, I learned much about poverty, homelessness, hunger, and I felt very close to the people we 

served. The sites where we worked are involved with homelessness and the cruelty that this community faces. I met 

Michale, who was sleeping outside the church and was very upset with how the system to fix homelessness is now. 

He was very vocal about telling us that one meal isn’t helping homelessness all that much. They need jobs, income 

and money and not just one warm meal every once in a while. This idea stuck with me because he had a very true 

point, and I realized that nothing was more important than helping people get an income.” -Ben Heaton 

 
“My trip to Atlanta and working with DOOR gave me a firsthand experience of the conditions of the homeless in that 

city. Each of these people had a different story and background. One such person was Frank who came to Atlanta to 

visit his sons who didn’t know about his situation. There were many more heartbreaking stories like this, and they 

helped open my eyes to the hardships of the homeless in Atlanta.” -Jake Wright 

Action Ministries Soup Kitchen 

“During our time in Atlanta, I was able to help at a soup kitchen at a local church in the 

area. We served women and children who were homeless or lived below the poverty line. 

I was able to have the time to sit down and talk to many of the people who showed up for 

the hot meal. I really got into a deep conversation with a young boy named Markieth, age 

11. We talked about basketball, the positions we play and our teammates. We also 

talked a little bit about school, and he ended up reading me a book that was donated to 

the soup kitchen for kids to take home.”  -Tyler Counts 

 

“On our mission trip, some of the youth and I went to a place called Action Ministries 

and helped out in the soup kitchen. This particular one stood out to me because, unlike 

a typical soup kitchen, this one allowed people to be “served.” Volunteers would go 

around and take people’s orders, similar to a restaurant. Having the opportunity to talk to 

those who I knew were less fortunate than me while I watched their expression change as 

they were treated like friends for probably the first time in a long time. I felt like my eyes 

were opened to realize how difficult their lives must be, but how similar they are to me 

and everyone else.” -Brian Knight 

Youth Reflections on their Mission Trip to Atlanta in June 

Berea Community Farm 

“One place I really enjoyed working in Atlanta was the Mennonite farm. At the farm, our group did a variety 

of different things that all went to supporting the church and its community. I personally helped dig 

trenches for a vegetable garden. It was hard work, but I felt like our group accomplished a lot while we were 

there.” -Bennett Dean 

 

“One of the places where we worked was a church farm that gave their 

food to the members and a couple food co-ops. I met one of the 

farmers named John who actually lived at the church. This meant 

something to me because he always was working there and loved what 

he did. This trip meant something to me 

because I was helping out around the 

community for other people.” 

-Duncan Smyth 

 

“The farm was a once in a lifetime 

experience. I sawed wood to build a new 

fence. The people who ran the farm were so 

nice. The history behind the farm and how 

they sustain the farm was fascinating 

because most of it was done by volunteer 

work. We saw sheep, goats, replanted 

strawberries and much more.” 

-Aiden Bone 

Taking  

a little  

time  

out . . . 
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It is that time of the year again. Around the country and the world, church youth groups 

pack up for a week of mission work. I have read several articles and books that bring to 

light the potential negative consequences of short term mission projects. The argument 

is that these seemingly good deeds perpetuate the problems that low income and 
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