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COMING UP 
 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
10:00a Worship 

11:00-11:30a Sermon 
Talkback for Adults and Youth 

and Sunday School for Children 
 

July 16-19 
Camp Prism (Children’s Camp) 

July 22-27 
Unidiversity (Youth Camp) 

August 6 
Children’s Pool Party at the Deans 

1.00-4:00p 
From babies through 5th grade 

(Infants and Toddlers,  
please bring a parent!) 

August 25 
Kick-Off Sunday with Potluck 

Youth Pool Party at the Deans—5:00p 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Supporting Our Schools 

Park Road Missions 

For the past 8 years, Park Road has been  
actively involved in supporting our local 
schools. We have packed weekend snacks for 
elementary students, collected and delivered 
books for children to read over the summer, 
tutored individual students to help them  
succeed academically, sponsored field trips, 
collected Christmas gifts, and celebrated the 
teachers and staff at local schools. 

Because the breadth of our school outreach 
has expanded and changed to adapt to changes in the school system, we have  
re-branded our outreach this year.  We are now calling this vital mission program 
"Supporting Our Schools" or SOS. 

Our student outreach has always been enthusiastically received by the children. 
Indeed, we have gotten hundreds of “Thank 
You” notes over the past several years from 
children receiving books – just one of our 
several ministries in local elementary 
schools.    

For privacy reasons, we cannot show the  
picture of the smiling face when a child   
receives a bag of snacks on Friday or the 
excitement in a classroom when a box     
containing a bag of books for each child is 

brought into the room. Nor can we 
show the grin on the face of a child as 
she jumps up to meet the tutor who is 
picking her up from class for her (bi)
weekly one-on-one session.  

These are images etched into the 
minds of those who interact with the 
children who have benefited from Park 
Road’s ministry to elementary school 
children. However, those     images are 
just as real as the ones you do see on this page – and carry some of the import of 
what we have been doing in this ministry with local elementary schools we serve.  

Our ministry has evolved over the years to meet the needs of the schools. As a 
new school year starts at the end of August, we want to remember the good we 
have done and the good we still want to do.   

There will be a series of articles in the newsletter for the next 5 issues, and a web 
page will be added to the church’s web site with even more detail. The           
Supporting Our Schools team wants you to understand the great work being done 
by YOU to impact the lives of children in local elementary schools. 

Far more than understanding, we hope that you will be motivated to take  
personal action to love children who are not your own, to interact with children 
who don’t look like you, and to do “…for the least of these.”   

There is something each one of 
us can do – from praying, to 
giving, to packing/delivering 
snack bags, to helping with 
book distributions, to tutoring.  

Thank you for your support in 
the past, and we look forward to 
working together again this year 
as we commit ourselves and our 
church to Supporting Our 
Schools! — George Miles 

 

Brandon Williams and Allyson  
Neeriemer have completed their CD 
Hymns for a Weary World. The five 

song EP will be available everywhere 
(iTunes, Amazon, Spotify, etc.) on 

July 26. CDs will be available in the 
church office beginning July 28 for 
a $5 suggested donation to PRBC.   

Livestream UniDiversity Worship Services 
Our Youth Group are heading to UniDiversity on July 22 for a week of church camp with over 20 churches from around 

the Southeast. Each evening at 6:45p there will be a worship service, and you can watch on livestream by going 
to http://unidiversity.org/unidiversity-camp-2018. The proclaimer this year is our own Amy Jacks Dean. 

Even if you can't be there is person, you can still be part of this amazing week! 
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Reflections on Cuba 
My favorite 
things about  
visiting Cuba 
centered around 
connections.   
We made            
connections with 
the members of  
Resurrection  

Baptist—learning about their projects and especially 
meeting the people. There was a language barrier, but we 
were very fortunate to have a translator and Penni, Kate, 
and Maddy who were called into conversations frequently. 
Even with this barrier, we found ways to communicate, 
laugh, and share lots of beautiful smiles and hugs. I also 
cherish the connections made with the chaperones and 
the youth. When you travel together, there is a certain  
camaraderie. We continue to share emails and group 
texts. The experience in Cuba has connected the        
participants in sharing the experience of travel,          
exploration, and pilgrimage. It was an unforgettable    
experience, and I’m glad I was part of the journey. —
Gina Helt 
***** 
My favorite memory from our pilgrimage in Cuba actually 
occurred right at the beginning. We were leaving the  
airport, but the Cuban customs agent had detained Russ. 
Eventually he came out, and we began our two and half 
hour drive from the Havana airport to Iglesia  
Presbiteriana in Varadero. Our transportation was a     
dilapidated 1960’s “Pastors For Peace” school bus, that 
looked like a mix of the Partridge Family, Woodstock, and 
Ben & Jerry’s. Mileidys, the  minister at Resurrection  
Baptist, handed us a bag of “cookies,” which were more 
like round soda crackers. (Perhaps) the meaning was lost 
in translation.” Everything seemed foreign - the stifling 
heat, the buildings, the roads, the mixture of old cars/
buses/scooters/horses/bicycles, and number of people 
just standing alongside the roads (which we would later 
find out were “Cuban Hitchhikers”). All of this was a lot 
to take in. However, when from the back of the bus the 
kids started blasting Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” on 
their portable speaker, I couldn’t help but smile. What an 
amazing trip! I can’t wait to go back! —Geoff Palmer 
***** 
I really enjoyed visiting some of the other churches that 
belong to the fraternity of Baptists in Cuba and learning 
about the relationship they have with their partner 
churches. These visits allowed us to meet and interact 
with members from a variety of churches. I also enjoyed 
spending time with the members from Carlos Rojas who 
were able to join us on these visits. —Beth Heaton 
(article continued in adjacent column . . .) 

Intergenerational Retreat—August 30 - September 1 
Do you wish that you could become better acquainted 
with more of the people who attend Park Road on a  
regular basis? Perhaps the single best way to get to know 
people better is to attend the Intergenerational Retreat 
at Lutheridge Conference Center in Arden, NC on Labor 
Day weekend!   
 

It will be a fun and informative time for people of all 
ages and everyone’s invited! The theme is “Building 
CommUNITY.” Our program time will be led by Tim 
Moore, former pastor at Sardis Road Baptist and  
currently their author-in-residence.  
 

The weekend begins on Friday evening at 7:30p, and we 
finish with worship together on Sunday morning with 
departure by 11:00a. There will be plenty of free time, 
especially on Saturday afternoon when groups in the 
past have gone to the Biltmore House, the Sierra Nevada 
Brewery, the Hendersonville Apple Festival, or a variety 
of other local attractions.  
 

There is no cost, thanks to a generous gift by one of our 
members several years ago. However, donations toward 
the cost of your stay will be accepted which will enable 
our traditional retreat every two years to continue. 
 

You can sign-up to attend on Sunday mornings in the 
Community Center or by calling the church office. The 
registration deadline is August 9. Come and join us for 
an enjoyable weekend away. Let’s build “CommUNITY” 
together! 

Reflections on Cuba continued . . .  
The members of our sister church were as gracious and 
as wonderful as we had heard from previous trip  
participants. We immediately saw that the language  
barrier would not be a problem because the people were 
just happy to see us and have us visit their church. I 
found the difference between the beach resort town 
where we slept the first night and rural Carlos Rojas 
stark. The people were gracious and proud to show us the 
latest progress on their church and share the new  
ministry initiatives for their community. We all had fun 
getting to know each other with some fun ice breakers at 
the church and were grateful for Daniel, one of the  
ministry leaders at the church, who was able to translate 
a bit for us. I was also impressed with the travel itinerary 
that Mileidys had put together to show us her beautiful 
country. It was great to have church members travel with 
us through Cuba, even for just a few days. Many of them 
had never visited some of the sites, so we were all seeing 
things for the first time. It was an amazing week, and I 
hope we can continue to share these opportunities with 
our Cuban family on future trips. —Crystal Smyth 


