
Meditation 
The radical difference between Christian love and what society parades as 

love appears graphically in Jesus’ command: Love your enemies. It is 

impossible to have warm fuzzies for those who hate you! Clearly, then, 

Jesus is not asking us to like our enemies, but to love them. And love 

towards those who spit in my face can only mean that, regardless of my 

emotions, I intend for them what they need in order to be whole. It means 

promising not to do to them as they have done to me. Paul spells out the 

practical implications: Therefore if your enemies are hungry, feed them... 

No wonder Jesus’ teachings on love are neglected by the church. It would 

have helped had Jesus been more ambiguous. He was too clear—

complete with turned cheeks, second coats, and double miles… 

No wonder we are content to let love become innocuous. 

          — W. Paul Jones 
 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation    Linda Hoover McClain, piano 
      

*Processional Hymn  
 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  BEECHER 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down: 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown: 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest: 

take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its Beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Lisa Oldham 

Deep inside us all—old and young alike— 

There is a place of faith, 

A place of trust and hope and love, 

Without which there can be no peace. 

Jesus said, “Let the children come unto me, and do not hinder them, 

For to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Hear, then, O people of God:  

approach this hour as children of the Almighty, 

With innocence of heart and unlimited hope, 

With a trust that makes you vulnerable, 

And with love that is easy and quick. 

     — Roger D. Straw 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Russ Dean 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
We live in the shadow of peace, O God, but too often we face the 

shadow and not the light. We pray for peace today because we know 

we are not a whole people without it. Forgive us our warring madness, 

our abuse of power, and our disregard of the rights of others. Lift from 

us the burden of the need always to be in control. Teach us the ways 

of mutual love for all people. Help us to give peace a chance. Amen. 

     — Paul B. Robinson 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Musical Response   

 When Peace, Like a River VILLE DU HAVRE 

 Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, duet 
 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, though hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Refrain: It is well with my soul,  

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Ecclesiastes 3.1; 8 Amy Jacks Dean 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven:  

a time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Solo      Gwen Pearson, soloist 

      

Sermon       The Difficult Work of Love and Peace  Amy Jacks Dean 

 For the Healing of the Nations  LAUDA ANIMA 

 (to be sung interspersed throughout the sermon) 
 

For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord; 

For a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords; 

To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release, 

That, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase. 
 

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned; 

Pride of status, race, or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan 

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Russ Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our July undesignated monies will go to Baptist News Global. This news 

organization is a source of online information for progressive Baptists. 

Providing opinions, curated content and news that is relevant to 

Baptist Christians. BNG is a trusted source for concerned Baptists.  

Russ Dean has been a contributing writer for the last four years. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Text-to-Give: 704.800.3901 and follow the prompts. 
 

Offertory  

  

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Becka Eppley, Administrative Assistant 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 O God of Love, O God of Peace HESPERUS 
 

O God of love, O God of peace, 

Make wars throughout the world to cease; 

The wrath of human wrong restrain: 

Give peace, O God, give peace again! 
 

Remember, God, your works of old, 

The wonders that our people told; 

Heal every malice, harm, and pain: 

Give peace, O God, give peace again! 
 

Whom shall we trust, O God, but you? 

For you are constant, strong, and true. 

None ever called on you in vain: 

Give peace, O God, give peace again. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Where love is no longer at the center, things fall apart and human beings 

lost track of themselves. 

          — John S. Mogabgab  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Congregational Response  

 Blest Be the Tie That Binds  DENNIS 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).   

 

 

Summer Sermon Series 

To Everything There is a Season: Helping Busy People Think About Time 
 

June 9 – Beginnings and Endings—Ecclesiastes 3.2: a time to be born, and a 

time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
 

June 16 – Conflict Resolution—Ecclesiastes 3.3: a time to kill, and a time to 

heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
 

June 23 – How to Cope—Ecclesiastes 3.4: a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
 

June 30 – A Lesson on Romance—Ecclesiastes 3.5: a time to throw away 

stones, and a time to gather stones; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 

from embracing;  
 

July 7 – On Letting Go—Ecclesiastes 3.6: a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
 

July 14 – Learning to Grieve—Ecclesiastes 3.7: a time to tear, and a time to 

sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
 

July 21 – For Human Relations (individuals and nations) —Ecclesiastes 3.8: a 

time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 

July 28 – Career Advice—Ecclesiastes 3.9-10: What gain have the workers from 

their toil?  
 

August 4 – What’s Eternity Got to Do with It?—Ecclesiastes 3.11: God has 

made everything suitable for its time; moreover, God has put a sense of past 

and future into their minds . . .  
 

August 11 – The Secret to Success—Ecclesiastes 3.12: I know that there is 

nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they 

live;  
 

August 18 – God’s Time and Ours—Ecclesiastes 3.14-15: I know that whatever 

God does endures for ever;  

Deacon of the Week: Lisa Oldham 

Lisa Oldham is one of our newer members, and one of our newest deacons.  

She is active in the Babylon Connection Group and works with Wells Fargo.  

Lisa is the mother of Jack, an architect living in Denver, CO,  

and Michael, who lives here in Charlotte and works at Harris Teeter. 


