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COMING UP 
 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
10:00a Worship 

11:00-11:30a Sermon 
Talkback for Adults and Youth 

and Sunday School for Children 

August 6 
Children’s Pool Party at the Deans 

1.00-4:00p 
For babies through fifth grade 

(Infants and Toddlers,  
please bring a parent!) 

August 10 
Men’s Shelter Lunch 

10:45a-1:00p 

August 25 
Kick-Off Sunday with Potluck 

Youth Pool Party at the Deans—5:00p 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

If you ever get the chance to go to back-to-back weeks of camp – DO IT. Yes, it 
sounds crazy, but it’s totally worth it. I spent one week with 9 of our elementary 
age children. Russ will tell you about that below since he was there as the leader 
of all things music for Camp Prism. I got home just in time to wash clothes and 
repack for Youth Camp.  

Unidiversity is a highlight of every youth’s summer who attends. This year was 

different. Without Joey at the helm, there was the obvious sadness that comes 
when any beloved minister 
leaves his or her post. Also 
the camp moved location 
from the University of      
Tennessee to Maryville     
College in Maryville, TN. 
Change is difficult, but our 
youth persevered. Sarah 
Grace Woolley surprised our 
youth by showing up         
mid-week, and there was 
great rejoicing! Geoff Palmer 
made a return appearance as 

chaperone extraordinaire, and Rich and Laura Dower came out of retirement, as 
they are several years into their empty nest, to spend another week with our 
young people. I preached for Camp Prism, and then I was the proclaimer for        
Unidiversity. About 420 students gathered in the hills of Tennessee to study 
Psalm 139. “Fathoms” was our theme as we considered how fully known we are 
by God and how God is always present and how God created us and how we are 
in this journey – together. It’s really more than we can fathom, but we spent the 
week trying to dive deep beneath the surface of faith for a richer experience of 
God. In between all the serious times, we played games, tubed down a river, 
hung out, and stayed up way too late.  

I have returned from these two weeks tired-er than tired but in a wonderful way. 
To see our children and our youth interact with one another and with new 
friends, to watch them grow and learn, to experience them outside the confines 
of my office and robe – are some of the greatest parts of being a Pastor. 

Thanks, Children and Youth, for keeping me young even though I feel pretty old 
and tired today. I am so proud of the ways you are practicing your faith. 

 

Camp Prism: There’s no better week. I’ve been tagging along for about 15 years 

now, guitar in hand, and I come away every single time with a smile on my face! 

I can’t imagine a better place to host a children’s camp. Bonclarken Conference 
Center is large enough to offer all the camp amenities a kid could want: a lake, a 
pool, a 55-foot climbing tower with a zip line, and many of other outdoor       
adventure activities on a campus that is self-contained and enclosed to any   
outside traffic. Kids away from home for the first time have “room to roam” but 
not to roam too much! 

We had about 150 people this year: children from 8 churches, adult and youth 
chaperones (thanks Ben Heaton and Maddy Counts!), and ministers from the  
participating churches. This “staff” of ministers works well after 41 years of 
camping together. We meet a 
couple times during the year to 
plan the upcoming summer and 
enjoy each other’s company any 
time we are together.  

We have developed about 6 
themes, which we rotate through 
sequential years. This year gave 
us “I Wanna Be Free” for maybe 
the fourth time in my years as 
the Camp Prism music leader. For four days, we focused on the story of Moses 
and the Exodus with Bible studies, crafts, activities, worship, and music all 
geared toward helping our children learn this story that is so foundational for our 
scripture and our faith. 

It’s 3 nights and 4 days of non-stop fun. I’m grateful my sons got to experience 
Camp Prism and that it’s been the source of excitement for so many. selfishly, 
I’m glad they haven’t found anyone else who can really play the guitar. I’d hate 
to miss out on all the fun! 

Intergenerational Retreat— 

August 30 - September 1 

Do you wish that you could become 
better acquainted with more of the 
people who attend Park Road on a  
regular basis? Perhaps the single 
best way to get to know people  

better is to attend the  
Intergenerational Retreat at  

Lutheridge Conference Center in 
Arden, NC on Labor Day weekend!   

The theme for the weekend is 
“Building CommUNITY.”  

Our program time will be led by  
Tim Moore, the former pastor at 

Sardis Road Baptist and currently 
their author-in-residence.  

There’s no cost for the weekend 
although donations will allow the 

retreat tradition to continue into the 
future. (The actual cost is $174/
adult, $72/youth, $36/child, free 
for 1-3 yrs.). The weekend begins 
after dinner on Friday evening at 
7:30p and ends with worship on 

Sunday morning. For those who are 
interested, several tee times are 

reserved at Cleghorn Plantation Golf 
on Friday beginning at 

1:00p. Golfers can play, eat dinner 
together, and arrive in time for the 
retreat. Let Dan know if you’d like 

to join the golf crew.  

Come and be involved in Building 
CommUNITY. Call the church office 
for more information and to sign up. 
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Support our Schools—This is the first article in a series 
about the history of  
Uplift Sedgefield 
and the transition 
to Marie G. Davis: 
 

In the fall of 2015, 
our church decided 
to make a real  
difference in the 
lives of children at 
Sedgefield  
Elementary. We 
increased our  
long-standing 
Snack Pack  
program and   
started other efforts to improve the lives of the children 
at Sedgefield. In the fall of 2018, Sedgefield and      
Dilworth Elementary schools merged with K-2nd grades 
in the Sedgefield building and 3rd-5th grades in the  
Dilworth building. 
 

The school is now called Dilworth and has two campuses: 
Dilworth-Sedgefield and Dilworth-Latta. One fact was 
little publicized - the Southside Homes area, a            
low-income housing project, was zoned to Marie G. Davis 
K-8 school from Sedgefield. This pairing moved over 100 
of the most disadvantaged students.   
 

While there are still children at Dilworth-Latta and  
Dilworth-Sedgefield who need assistance, the PTA is able 
to cover most of those needs, but EVERY child at Marie 
G. Davis can use some kind of help. Marie G. Davis had 
no community partners at the start of the 2018-2019 
school year. 
 

For these reasons, all of our Supporting Our Schools   
efforts in 2019-2020 will be at Marie G. Davis  
K-8 School. For more information see  
https://www.parkroadbaptist.org/supporting-our-schools. 
 

The next article will list our partners in this ministry to 
Marie G Davis. 

Hymns for a Weary World 
Brandon Williams and  
Allyson Neeriemer have  
completed their CD Hymns 
for a Weary World. The five 
song EP is available  
everywhere (iTunes,  

Amazon, Spotify, etc.). CDs 
are available in the church 
office during the week and 
on Sundays before and after  
worship for a $5 suggested 
donation to PRBC.   

Men’s Shelter Lunch, August 10, 10:45a-1:00p 
Every night, the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte provides  
housing for 400 homeless men in two different locations 
in the city. One Saturday every two months, volunteers 
from Park Road prepare and serve a meal for 120-200 
men at the shelter located at 1210 North Tryon Street.  
 

If you’ve never participated in this ministry, it’s a great 
opportunity to provide a much-needed service, as well as 
a chance to become better acquainted with the Park 
Roadians with whom you’ll be working!  No prior  
experience is necessary - just a willingness to help! We 
need 7 or 8 volunteers, and you can sign up through our 
website: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0944adaf2ba46-mens 

What Do You Want to Be . . . Thank you to Chelsy  
Mitchell for her creative 
bulletin board. If you want 
to “Be The Change You 
Wish To See In The 
World,” then you will need 
to be friendly, inquisitive, 
confident, playful, and 
imaginative. Indeed, you 
will certainly need to be  
yourself. Thanks for the 
reminder, Chelsy! 

We Will Miss You! 

Monty Bennett finished up his work with us last Sunday. 

Having served as our Director of Music and Organist for 

5 years, Monty has taken a job in  

Indian Land at Our Lady of Grace 

Catholic Church. Monty will serve as 

their Director of Sacred Music/

Principal Organist. We will certainly 

miss Monty’s musical expertise, his  

laughter, and his collegiality.  

The Personnel Committee, in  

conjunction with choir members, is currently  

interviewing candidates to fill this position. We hope to 

have someone in place very soon. The choir will enjoy a 

few weeks off in August, but the plan is to regroup for 

Kick-Off Sunday August 25 and have someone  

permanent in place by mid-September when we move 

back into the Sanctuary for worship!  




