
Meditation 
I believe the essence of God is not power (brute force), so I accept that 

there are some things God simply cannot do – while I also affirm that God 

is the energy, always doing all that really matters through the power of 

love. 

          — Russ Dean, The Power of the God Who Can’t 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Swing Low, Sweet Chariot  arr. Ralph Simpson (b. 1933)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 

 

*Processional Hymn  
 #408, All My Hope on God Is Founded  MICHAEL  

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Chris Woolley 

For freedom Christ has set us free – but what is freedom? 

It is freedom from… prejudice and fear; 

It is freedom for… faith and hope; 

It is freedom to… live and love. 

For freedom Christ has set us free. 

ALL: Let us be free, indeed! 

     — from Galatians 5 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

 Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire   ST. AGNES  

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed; 

The motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast. 
 

Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, turning from thoughtless ways, 

While angels in their songs rejoice and cry, “Behold, one prays!” 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Everything does not “happen for a reason” – as if God is pulling all 

the strings, controlling every insignificant moment of our lives. May 

God forgive our insecurity, our weakness, our need to be childishly 

dependent. May God give us the maturity to face every turn, the good 

and bad in this life, with confidence. God is with us. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire   ST. AGNES  

No prayers do humans make alone; the Holy Spirit pleads, 

And Jesus on the eternal throne for sinners intercedes. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Romans 8.18-30  

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the 

one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from 

its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 

labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now 

hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we 

hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

     Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 

to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 

for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

     We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 

justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

 

Solo 
 Balm in Gilead                Spiritual arr. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 

 Terri McKelton, soprano   
 

     

Sermon   Is God at Work in Everything?  Russ Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our monthly offering for July will go to Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Rebound 

Program. Rebound provides free Christian residential drug and recovery 

services for men who would not otherwise be able to afford such services. The 

program provides food, clothing and shelter for a minimum 120-day stay and 

is modeled after the 12-Step Alcoholics Anonymous curriculum. This intensive 

program boasts success rates that are twice the national average. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Because He Lives  arr. Monty Bennett  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #412, God Moves In a Mysterious Way  DUNDEE  

 

Meditation of Commitment 

…when I talk about God, I'm not talking about a divine being who is 

behind, trying to drag us back to a primitive, barbaric, regressive, 

prescientific age when we believed Earth was flat and the center of the 

universe. I believe that God isn't backward-focused— opposed to reason, 

liberation, and progress—but instead is pulling us and calling us and 

drawing all of humanity forward—as God always has—into greater and 

greater peace, love, justice, connection, honesty, compassion, and joy. I 

want you to see how the God we see at work in the Bible is actually 

ahead of people, tribes, and cultures as God always has been. Far too 

many people in our world have come to see God as back there, primitive, 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  
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3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

not-that-intelligent, dragging everything backward to where it used to be. 

I don't understand God to be stuck back there, and I want you to 

experience this pull forward as a vital, active reality in your day-to-day 

life as you see just what God has been up to all along with every single 

one us. 

          — Rob Bell, What We Talk About When We Talk About God 

  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Postlude 
 Trumpet Tune in A  David Johnson (1922-1987)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

God 

is 

the 

in 

all 

things…  

 

Working 

for 

Good 

... 

  

Deacon of the Week—Chris Woolley 

Chris and Anne Woolley are 25+ year veterans at Park Road, initially 

finding their way to the church through our Child Development Center. A 

finance expert with US Trust, a subsidiary of Bank of America, Chris has 

also been vitally active in Park Road leadership, serving at various times as 

Chair of Deacons and on our Building, Capital Campaign, and 

Administration Committees. Most importantly, he’s the father of Anna Beth 

and Sarah Grace, who were both raised in children’s and  

youth programs at Park Road! 


