
June 12, 2019 

COMING UP 
 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
10:00a Worship 

11:00-11:30a Sermon 
Talkback for Adults and Youth 

and Sunday School for Children 

June 16-21 

Youth Mission Trip to Raleigh 
 

June 18 
Coffee and Kibbitz 

10:00a 

June 23-29 
High School Cuba Mission Trip 

Save the Date! 
Intergenerational Church Retreat 

August 30- Sept 1  

Friends at Home 
Ann Norton 

7803 Teakwood Rd 
Indian Trail, NC 28079 

704-882-0829 

Sympathy is extended  
to the family of Gwen Moses in her 

recent death. Her funeral will be held 
Sunday, June 23 at 1:00p in the 

Chapel with visitation to follow in the 
Community Center. 

And also sympathy is extended to 
Tracy Bradey in the recent death of 

her mother. 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Dear Youth and Families (and Park Road Family),  

Five and a half years ago, I could not have imagined my life as it is now. That 
phase of my life had little direction, and I had no clear vision of what my next 
step would be. All of that changed when I received an email from Russ Dean to 
meet for coffee. He had received my name 
and email from Diane Mowrey as a potential 
candidate to fill a vacant Youth Coordinator 
position at Park Road Baptist Church.  
Although I was not looking for a church job 
at the time, I reluctantly agreed to meet him 
and the co-pastor (who also happened to be 
his wife) at Chick-Fil-A for coffee. I can  
confidently say that this single meeting led 
to one of the most life changing and  
influential conversations I’ve had in my thirty-one years. This meeting led me to 
interview for the position, where I would meet Max Dower, Patrick Bradey, and 
Margaret Knight—three youth with whom I immediately connected, and who 
would teach me more about being a leader than I could ever have imagined! In 
this same interview, I met my future mother-in-law, who sent my resume on to 
her daughter. I never could have imagined that my resume would be sent to a 
woman who would become my wife five years later. When I accepted the Youth 
Coordinator position, I imagined that I would probably be there a year before  
going to graduate school in Europe. Clearly, God had other plans for me. I do not 
think I could ever repay the support and encouragement that this community has 
given me throughout these years.  

Now with a heavy heart, I must share the news that I will be stepping down as 
the Youth Minister at Park Road. I have spent these last few months discerning 
what will be best for myself and for this community. When I accepted the  
permanent Chaplain position at Queens last December, I believed that I would be 
able to continue working part-time at Park Road. Unfortunately, this new full 
time position requires much more physical, emotional, and spiritual  
attention than I had anticipated. These last few months, I have found myself  
being stretched between jobs and not able to give one hundred percent to either 
job.  

I have spoken with Russ and Amy, and we have decided because I had already 
planned one month of travels in July, that an appropriate last official day for me 
will be Sunday, June 30. Writing this letter breaks my heart, but I believe that 
this is the right decision. Liza and I will take a few months away from Park Road 
for an appropriate transition to take place, but we can’t imagine life  
without Park Road. We fully intend to remain faithful members of this community 
as long as we are in Charlotte.  

I want to thank the youth, both past and present, for welcoming me into your 
lives. Just like Max, Patrick, and Margaret, each of you has taught me so much 

more about life, love, and following Jesus than I 
could have imagined. Each one of you will  
always hold a special place in my heart, and I’m 
so grateful to have had the opportunity to be 
part of your journey through middle and high 
school. Thank you for showing up, for your 
laughter, for your tears, and for your hugs. 
Thank you for your patience with me as I worked 
through leadership growing pains and learning 
to be a better leader. Thank you for keeping me  

honest and humble. I will hold all of our memories in my heart.  

I am also grateful for the youth parents. You all trusted me to journey along with 
your kids, and I always tried my best to be the best mentor I could be. Your  
support and love have meant the world to me. I could not have done this job 
without you, and I know that I am so lucky to have had parents like each of you.  

Finally, I am thankful for Russ and Amy. I had never known pastors like them 
before. They welcomed my questions and concerns about the ‘Church.’ They  
provided me the space to learn and grow. They recognized gifts within me that I 
was unable to recognize. They encouraged me to apply to seminary which shifted 
my entire life. I can't imagine what my life would look like if I hadn’t met them 
for that coffee at Chick-fil-A. I can't thank them or you all enough for nurturing 
me into the person I have become today. 

Park Road is a very special place, and this community will continue to be a place 
for everyone who steps inside to live out God's call and follow in the way of Jesus. 

With love, 
Joey Haynes 

Easter Lilies can be purchased in  
honor or in memory of family and 

friends. Youth will be selling them on 
 

To Everything There is a Season: 

Helping Busy People  

Think about Time 

June the topics include: 
June 2: Introduction:  

For everything there is a season… 

June 9 – Beginnings and Endings:  
a time to be born, and a time to die… 

June 16 – Conflict Resolution:  
a time to kill, and a time to heal… 

June 23 – How to Cope:  
a time to weep, and a time to laugh… 

June 30 – A Lesson on Romance:  
a time to throw away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together… 

There will be a  
Called Church Conference 

Sunday, June 30 
immediately following Worship 

for the purpose of voting on Brian 
Smyth as Trustee to replace  

Carol Cramer. 
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Youth Mission Collections 
The Youth are still collecting items as they prepare for 
their Summer Mission Trip to Raleigh. All donated items 
will be given to Healing Transitions, a non-profit  
organization that provides long-term recovery from  
addictions.  
Items requested include: toothpaste/toothbrushes w/case, 
hairbrushes, shampoo/conditioner/deodorant, soap,  
earplugs, pillows/twin sheets/towels/washcloths, pens  
notebooks/daily planners, socks/underwear, Tylenol/
Acetaminophen/Advil/Ibuprofen/Aleve/Naproxen, cough 
drops/Dayquil tablets/Zyrtec/Claritin, Tums and cold  
medicine . . . NO Benadryl or PM medications and NO 
sleep-inducing medications. 

Also the Youth will collect items for their Mission Trip to 

Cuba. They include coloring books, crayons, and over-the- 

counter medicines.  

Cuba Presentation on Wednes-

Our Cuba travelers will share 

information, anecdotes and 

personal impressions of their 

recent visit to Carlos Rojas 

along with a slide show with 

Please come and see what’s 

Celebrating our High School Graduates and Third Graders 
June 2 was a great day in Worship! We celebrated our 5 
High School graduates, and we gave our 5 third graders 
their very own Bible with their 
names engraved on the front.  
 

We love our children and youth!  

Community Garden Update 
The Park Road Community Garden is doing things a little 
differently this year. After several years of yeoman's work 
by Alan Eakes and Johnny Doyle - along with a host of 
other volunteers - our garden has a different operating 
model this year. 
 

Under the guidance of Brian Hedgepeth, this year we are 
renting garden 
boxes. The rate is 
$50 for church  
members or  
associates, and 
$100 for  
neighbors. The 
rent includes 
water and runs 
from March 1 to 
February 28, 2020.  
 

The garden has a total of 14 beds. Six of the beds are 
used by our friends from the Burmese congregation. The 
other 8 are rented to folks in the church and the  
surrounding neighbors. Currently there is still one garden 
box available. Contact Brian if you are interested! 
 

Three of the tenants of the 7 rented beds are affiliated 
with PRBC. The CDC rents a bed for the kids to grow  
vegetables, Jill Pierce (CDC teacher) is growing veggies 
for a mom of the CDC who has breast cancer, and Holly 
Zipper, with the Down Syndrome Association office 
located at PRBC, rents two beds for her clients to work in 
the garden. There is an array of plants from  
tomatoes to annuals, to herbs, and everything in  
between.  
 

The goal is to add more beds and create even more of a 
sense of community with our garden. Thanks to Brian and 
his volunteers for continuing the great legacy of giving 
through gardening, which was nurtured for so many years 
by Alan and Johnny. 

Capital Campaign Update 
The Capital Campaign  
Committee will be prepared 
to give a financial update in 
next week’s newsletter as it 
is waiting several more 
pledges to arrive. Which is a 
reminder—it’s not too late!!! 

Something to consider: a couple of people have given 
their gift in memory of loved ones as a way to honor their 
legacy at Park Road. Let us know if you would like your 
gift given in honor or memory of someone.  
 

In the meantime, progress is being made. Take a look at 
what a difference a little paint can make! 

Below is the beginning framing of the new bathrooms 
located off of the expanded Narthex! 

 


