
Meditation 
What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was 

once in humanity a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty 

print and trace? This we try in vain to fill with everything around us, seeking in 

things that are not there the help we cannot find in those that are, though 

none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and 

immutable object; in other words by God alone.  

          — Blaise Pascal, French mathematician and theologian, 1623-1662  

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Here I Am  Allen Pote (b. 1945)  

 Keely Smith, soprano 
 

Here I am, Lord, take and use me, for I know you have a plan for me. 

Here I am, Lord, take and use me, for I know you care for me. 

            When the night is lonely, I have no light to see. 

            Still I hear your voice, Lord, calling to me. 

Here I am, Lord… 

            When the dawn is breaking, I face a day unknown; 

            Yet your light reveals, Lord, I’m not alone. 

Here I am, Lord… 

                                                            —Tom Long and Allen Pote 

 

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #4, Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You   HYMN TO JOY  

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Ken Reynolds 

How can I stand up before God? 

Should I bring an armload of offerings? 
How do I show proper respect? 

Would God be moved if I sacrificed my firstborn child? 

No. God has already made it plain how to live, what to do. It’s pretty simple: 

Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, 

Be compassionate and loyal in your love, 

Don’t take yourself too seriously. Take God seriously. 

ALL: God has already made it plain how to live. It’s pretty simple. 

     — from Micah 6, “The Message” translation 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
“All the classical things that have been said about prayer are true – 

petition, praise, adoration, communion, conversation. But one’s 

notion of God… has to be sufficiently empty, its mystery sufficiently 

accounted for, or else prayer becomes exploitation of the divine.” 
 

May the world forgive us for trivializing God, and may God forgive us 

for using the Divine for our own selfish ends. Let our understanding of 

the Great Mystery lead us to a deeper understanding of ourselves and 

our neighbors. Amen. 

     — Thomas Moore  

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 In the Garden GARDEN  

I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses, 

And the voice I hear falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses. 

And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own. 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known. 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Acts 17.16-28 Amy Jacks Dean 

     While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed 

to see that the city was full of idols. So he argued in the synagogue with 

the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the market-place every day 

with those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers debated with him. Some said, ‘What does this babbler want 

to say?’ Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 

divinities.’ (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus 

and the resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to the 

Areopagus and asked him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that 

you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to 

know what it means.’ Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living 

there would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something 

new. 

     Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see 

how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the 

city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 

world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to 

inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed 

he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have 

our being.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Solo     

 This Is My Song  Jean Sibelius 

 Cam Mitchell and Brandon Williams, duet  arr. Brandon Williams/ 

  Cam Mitchell  

  

Sermon   Goodbye Russ Dean 

to a Personal Relationship with God 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our June undesignated monies will go to Baptist News Global. This news 

organization is a source of online information for progressive Baptists. 

Providing opinions, curated content and news that is relevant to 

Baptist Christians, BNG is a trusted source for concerned Baptists.  

Russ Dean has been a contributing writer for the last three years. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Steal Away        arr. Charles Callahan (b. 1951)  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 I Need Thee Every Hour  NEED 
 

I need Thee ev’ry Hour, most gracious Lord; 

No tender voice like Thine can peace afford. 
 

Refrain: I need Thee, O I need Thee; ev’ry hour I need Thee! 

O bless me now, my Savior, I come to Thee. 
 

I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most Holy One; 

O come make me Thine indeed, Thou blessed Son. 

(Refrain) 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Nothing could matter less than what we call this force. I know some ironic 

believers who call God Howard, as in “Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

Howard by thy name.” I called God Phil for a long time, after a Mexican 

bracelet maker promised to write “Phil. 4.4-7” on my bracelet… but got 

only as far as “Phil” before having to dismantle his booth... My friend 

Robyn calls God “the Grandmothers.” The Deteriorata, a parody of the 

Desiderata, counsels us, “Therefore, make peace with your god, | Whatever 

you conceive him to be – | Hairy thunderer, or cosmic muffin.” Let’s not get 

bogged down… Let’s just say prayer is communication from our hearts to 

the great mystery… to the animating energy of love we are sometimes bold 

enough to believe in… 

          — Anne Lamott  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Congregational Response  

 Blest Be the Tie  DENNIS  
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 

But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. Amen. 

 

Postlude 
 Postlude on Old Hundredth  Fred Bock (1939-1998)  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

A woman with a scarf over her head hoists her six-year-old up onto the 
first step of the school bus. "Goodbye," she says.  
 

A father on the phone with his freshman son has just finished bawling 
him out for his poor grades. There is mostly silence at the other end of 
the line. "Well, goodbye," the father says.  
 

When the girl at the airport hears the announcement that her plane is 
starting to board, she turns to the boy who is seeing her off. “I guess this 
is goodbye," she says.  
 

The noise of the traffic almost drowns out the sound of the word, but the 
shape of it lingers on the old man's lips. He tries to look vigorous and 
resourceful as he holds out his hand to the other old man. "Goodbye." 
This time they say it so nearly in unison that it makes them both smile.  
 

It was a long while ago that the words “God be with you” disappeared 
into the word goodbye, but every now and again some trace of them still 
glimmers through.   
 

      — Frederick Buechner  

Last Wave Goodbye 

 Gary Conner 

Deacon of the Week: Ken Reynolds 

Ken has served in the role of Deacon before, but this year he serves as  

Vice-Chair and will then be the Chair next year. In addition to serving as a  

Deacon, Ken’s most faithful service through the years has been to help us find 

ways to enhance the beauty of our worship space through Advent decorations and 

the Easter lily cross and a Thanksgiving bounty on the communion table, just to 

name few. His eye for beauty indeed helps our worship experience to be more 

rich. Ken works in the corporate office for Bojangles. 

Called Church Conference 

TODAY 

 Immediately following worship we will convene for a Called Church  

Conference in the Community Center. We are entertaining a recommendation 

from our Ministry Council that our church choose the direction for our  

relationship with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. A brief background and 

details will be provided before we vote on the issue. This is the only item of 

business that can be considered, and our bylaws require a quorum of at least 

50 members to conduct business.  


