
Meditation 
Biblically construed, time is not empty. It has been created by God. Like all 

creatures, it is endowed with the divine presence and also with independent 

complex purposes. Time, according to Genesis, participates in the fecundity of 

God’s creative action… Time is not a box in which things happen; it is a 

participant in God’s way with the world.  

          — William Schweiker 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Cortege Academique Ernest MacMillan (1893-1973) 

     

*Processional Hymn  
 

 Now in the Days of Youth  DIADEMATA 

Now in the days of youth when life is filled with choice, 

When hope and doubt touch every hour, when all thoughts find a voice, 

We turn, O God, to you for guidance and for grace. 

In all our days, in all our ways, help us to seek your face. 
 

Teach us to use our lives with purpose and with power 

For visions of a better world and for decision’s hour; 

To choose the way of life, reject the way of death, 

Until the radiant force of God fills mind and strength and breath. 
 

Teach us to love in truth, to give and to receive 

With joyful and with open hearts, with all that we believe; 

To seek another’s good, to honor what is right, 

To let our will and our desire be held in holy light. 
 

Teacher, Creator, God, enfold us in your arms; 

Be with us as we try our wings, and keep us safe from harm. 

All good an perfect gifts come to us from your hand, 

O help us use them carefully and live by love’s command. 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Max Carroll 

In the beginning, God said, 

“Let there be light,” and there was light. 

And in the end? 

“About that day or hour no one knows.” 

 

So how will we live in the meantime, the present time, the only  

time we have? 

“Beware, keep alert; for we do not know when the time will come.” 
     — Genesis 1 and Mark 13 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession   

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
There may be no louder complaint in our world: “I don’t have enough 

time!” Forgive us – for God has given us all the time there is! Teach 

us not to be anxious about time, but to enjoy “a time for every matter 

under heaven.” Amen. 

     — from Ecclesiastes 3 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 O God, Our Help in Ages Past  ST. ANNE  
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
 

A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 

They fly, forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
 

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last, and our eternal home. 

 

Children’s Time  Presentation of Bibles Amy Jacks Dean 

  to our Third Graders 
Abbie Burton, Lily Burton, Andy He, Piper Hedrick, and Andra Miles 

 

Scripture Lesson  Ecclesiastes 3.1-8 Russ Dean 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven:  

a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  

a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up;  

a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  

a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  

a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  

a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Anthem      

 Praise the Lord  George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 

Praise the Lord.  Let songs of joy break forth.  Sing alleluia, praise God’s name 

forevermore.  Shout, sing, and dance and celebrate.  Rejoice; let all within us 

praise God’s name.  Shout, sing, and dance and celebrate.  Sing alleluia, 

praise God’s name forevermore.  Shout, sing, let songs of joy break forth.  

Praise the Lord, let songs of joy break forth.  Sing alleluia, praise God’s name 

forevermore.  Shout, sing, let songs of joy break forth.  Sing alleluia.  Sing for 

joy.  Rejoice; O praise God’s name forevermore.   

      —Hal Hopson 

    

Homily   Thinking about Time:  Russ Dean 

  A Little Bit of Philosophy, A Whole Lot of Practicality   
 

Prayer of Intercession  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our June offering will go to the Alliance of Baptists’ 

Bridges of Hope Mission Offering. The Alliance’s model of partnership in 

ministry and mission works to build lasting relationships that offer  

the world hope while working for justice.  
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Text-to-Give: 704.800.3901 and follow the prompts. 
 

Offertory  
 Elevation  Francois Couperin (1668-1733) 

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

Recognition of Graduates  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Maddy Counts, Ben Heaton, Brian Knight,  

Kate Polaski, and Annette Sam 

 

Prayer for Discernment  Joey Haynes and Graduates 

Loving God, We pray for the wisdom to discern your call in our lives.  

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the wisdom to make healthy choices in the face of endless and 

confusing options.  

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the grace to redefine our relationships with our parents and 

our friends as our lives change. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the grace to form new relationships with new friends as we 

move forward from this place. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the courage to swim against the current of society as we seek 

to follow where you lead us. 

Hear our prayer, O God.  

We pray for the courage to take a stand with you for justice and peace 

in this world in this time.  

Hear our prayer, O God. Amen. 

     — Katherine Hawker 

 

*Call to Discipleship  Amy Jacks Dean 

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 Go, My Children, with My Blessing AR HYD Y NOS 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone; 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own; 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever, 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my spirit’s power filled you, here with tender comfort stilled you; 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

I have just a minute with sixty seconds in it. 

Forced upon me, can’t refuse it. 

Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it. 

But, it’s up to me to use it. 

I must suffer if I lose it, give account if I abuse it. 

Just a tiny, little minute… 

But eternity is in it. 

          — Anonymous  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

A reception will be held in the Community Center  

immediately following worship. 

 

Please join us to honor our graduates: 

 
Maddy Counts 

Ben Heaton 

Brian Knight 

Kate Polaski 

Annette Sam 

Deacon of the Week: Max Carroll 

Max has been a member of Park Road since 2004. In addition to serving as a 

deacon, he is involved with our VSP Group, and is a member of the Abundant 

Grace Connections Group. Retired from Bank of America, he serves as the Chief 

Elections Judge of Precinct 14 and serves on the boards of the Villa Heights 

Community Organization and of the Charlotte Prime Timers,  

one of our campus partners. 

A Graduation Prayer 
 

Source of every human hope, 
whose love and care have touched us all,  
we gather here to seek fulfillment 
none of us can find alone. 
Open us to the deeper meanings of this moment 
which is both wistful and a time of joy, 
which honors our past while advancing us  
on an uncertain path. 
On this day of endings and beginnings 
we applaud the transmission of wisdom  
from one generation to the next, 
yet are awed by all that remains unknown. 
Encourage us always to dwell among those  
     who savor beauty, 
     practice truth, 
     advance community, 
     respond in compassion, 
     are animated by wisdom not their own, 
     empowered by a Spirit they do not possess, 
     awed by mystery which defies comprehension, 
     and wonder which claims our adoration. 
    — Edwin E. Beers 

Choral Response  

 The Lord Bless and Keep You Peter Lutkin (1858-1931) 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  


