
June 20, 2018 

 

COMING UP 
 

Sunday, June 24 
Service of Blessing for Joey and Liza 

Reception to follow in the  
Community Center 

 

Thursday, June 28 
Middle Schoolers to Knights Baseball 

 
July 10-13 

Camp Prism for 3rd-4th graders 
Flat Rock, NC 

 
Friday, July 20 
Fun Food Friday 

Whitewater Center 
 

Youth Pool Party at the Deans’ 
5:00-8:00p 

 
July 23-28 

Unidiversity Youth Camp 
University of TN 

 
Friends at Home 

Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road #1 

Charlotte, N. C. 28209 

(704) 900-6435 
 

 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

5 STARS!!! ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 
The Child Development Center did it—AGAIN! Thanks to 

Heather Gaskins and her amazing team, our CDC is ranked 

once again as one of the best! Our goals have not 

changed—keep the children safe and let them know they 

are loved. But so many rules and regulations come into play 

to receive 5 Stars.  

Here’s a brief summary from Heather  

describing the process: “There were five 

assessments in May: one infant, one  

toddler, two preschools, and one school 

age.  All classrooms scored well even 

though our building is older, and some of 

the issues that come with older facilities 

simply cannot be changed to meet  new 

regulations. Therefore, we have to score 

higher in other areas to counter the deductions about the  

building itself. As preparation, we had staff meetings and 

training sessions. 

Assessors show up during a four week window, and classroom 

names are randomly selected. Assessors spend 4-5 hours  

observing in the chosen classroom. This is an anxious time for  

 both teachers and children. Some toddlers and infants  

especially do not appreciate having a stranger in their room most       

  of the day.  

The scores are based on two factors: Staff education—we scored a 6/7. We have 

12 staff members with degrees in the field of Early Childhood Education, and 6 

teachers currently taking college coursework. Program Standards—this element 

incorporates our whole program. Examples include how many building blocks we 

have, how often the children wash their hands daily, the developmental  

appropriateness of our playground, the provision in the classroom schedule for 

sufficient teacher-directed and student-directed options, an the  

frequency of diapers-changing time. Also 

we scored one bonus point for offering 

our teachers health care benefits.  

Preparing for the every three year  

assessment is time consuming; however, 

this staff we all supported each other, 

reviewed interview questions together, 

and gave suggestions for each other’s 

classrooms. 
 

What does Five Star actually mean for us? It is an  

accomplishment that we are happy to post on our office wall, but it doesn’t quite 

say enough about us. It doesn’t measure the meaningful relationships we have 

with parents or the love that we share with the children each day. It doesn’t 

measure our pride in teacher tenure. It doesn’t measure the outcome that  

children get from being at our center and how prepared they are to enter  

kindergarten. It does give us a good name in the community and does give new 

parents something to go by as they search for childcare. I do believe, though, 

that our lengthy waiting list has nothing to do with five stars. It has everything to 

do with the staff and the happy families who share how pleased they are to have 

their child/children at PRBCDC. I doubt if any of them ever mention stars!” 
 

Nowhere is our campus more alive and well than with our CDC. Thank you to all 
of our employees who make that possible. The stars are a recognition of your 
hard work! THANK YOU!  

Welcome New Members! 

We welcome two new families to Park Road. Whit and Missy Hill (left and center) have 

been “regulars” for a while now, along with their daughter Katie, a rising sophomore at 

South Meck High. Whit’s career has been in finance and timber; Missy works for a  

legislative-based subscription service and maintains the Olive Cottage at Sleepy Poet 

Antique mall. Darin Gantt, another “regular” also joined. He is a long time NFL expert 

who now works with NBC online. His children, Anna and Sam (a rising senior and a 

freshman at AK High, respectively) are on the Youth Mission Trip. Please help welcome 

    the Hills and the Gantts to Park Road. 

Join Us on Our Pilgrimage 
Russ and Amy will travel to Scotland 
one week before Joey and Liza’s 
wedding to walk an ancient  
pilgrimage journey: The Way of St. 
Andrews. We will walk the St.  
Margaret’s Way path—61 miles from 
Edinburgh to St. Andrews. A daily 
guide of prayers and Scripture and 
song will be available to the  
congregation so that everyone can 
“join us” on our pilgrimage journey. 
(You can pick one up this Sunday, 
and we will make it available on our  
website and through social media.) 

Andrew was one of the first disciples 
to follow Jesus, and he was the one 
who told his brother, Simon Peter, all 
about Jesus. Supposedly Andrew’s 
relics were once kept at the Cathedral 
in the city now known as St. Andrews. 
And y’all thought Scotland was all 
about golf! We look forward to taking 
you with us on our journey.  
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We have returned to a summer schedule for worship. Here 

is our preaching schedule for the next two weeks: 

June 24 – Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 
Words of Blessing 

NO TALKBACK: Joey/Liza Reception 

July 1 – Tim Moore preaching 
Song of Solomon 

Worship: 10:00am, Sanctuary 
Talkback: 11:00am, Community Center (Adults) 

Youth Building (Youth) 
Children’s Building (Children’s Sunday School) 

The Young Adult New Name: 

 Koinonia  
Our Young Adult connection 
group has a new name—
Koinonia! The word means 
Christian fellowship or  
communion with God or, more commonly, with fellow 
Christians.  

Koinonia is a bi-weekly gathering place for young adults, 
doing life together. During this hour, the group shares  
refreshments and conversation and checks in with one  
another about life, our faith journey, family, relationships, 
careers, and other pertinent topics. Group facilitator,  
Chelsy Mitchell, helps to identify relevant themes and  
topics for more focused and intentional discussion that 
engages spirituality, ethics, and daily living. 

Koinonia will meet bi-weekly for the summer and fall  
every other Thursday starting June 21 at 7p at Dilworth  
Neighborhood Grill (911 E Morehead St, Charlotte, NC 
28204). Join us! 

Coming Soon — New Membership Directories  
With last year’s unexpected death of our Administrative 
Assistant, Brenda Casteen, and then introducing Joyce 
Williams to all-things-Park-Road, we have gone two years 
without producing a new membership directory. Earlier 
this year, in preparing the directory, we discovered a host 
of inconsistencies and errors in our database. We have  
spent several months, literally going through every name in 
the system, making updates and corrections. We are just 
about ready now to print a new directory, but we want to 
give a final opportunity for you to UPDATE ANY CONTACT 
INFORMATION for your family. Especially important is 
that we have a preferred phone number since we are using 
One Call Now, our automated messaging system, so  
frequently. Two directories have been printed and will be 
available in the narthex for the next two Sunday mornings. 
Please check and correct any information there – or you 

may call or email Joyce Williams to provide updates 
(joyce@parkroadbaptist.org;  

704-523-5717). 
 

Additionally, in seeking to provide consistency, we have 
adjusted our newsletter mailing list. Beginning  
immediately ALL Resident Members, as well as our  
Regular Prospects ,will begin receiving a printed copy of 
the newsletter. We apologize if you have previously opted 
out of receiving a paper copy. If you wish to only 
receive the emailed version, please contact Joyce and ask 

her to remove you from the printed mailing. Thank you. 

A Tu Lado: ¿Hablas Español? 
Park Road’s A Tu Lado Team is looking for Spanish  
speakers to help with communication between team  
members and our partner who is seeking asylum in the 
US. The family with whom we’re working is from  
Guatemala, a young mother with two of her children. She 
passed her credible fear interview and is awaiting a final 
court decision about her asylum request. Once team  
members have met with her and receive her permission, 
more information will be shared about her situation.  
Hopefully, we will all have a chance to meet her! If you 
speak Spanish and would like to work with our team in 
trying to assist this family, please contact the church office 
or speak with Dan. 

Results of Called Church Conference 

A motion was made that “Park Road Baptist Church will 

sever all ties with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, no 

later than September 1, 2018, with the stipulation that 

our Ministry Council has the responsibility and authority to 

complete this process by this date.” The motion carried 

with no spoken opposition.  
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