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This was my fourth trip to Cuba, and every time I go I experience a mix of 

emotions. I can’t help being struck by the poverty, buildings that are near the point 

of collapse, very simple houses that contain only the barest essential furnishings, 

roads in major need of repair, children who are thrilled to receive the gift of a 

tennis ball. At the same time, the people at Resurrection Baptist Church greet us 

with tremendous hospitality, openness and genuine affection. I realize when I’m 

there that we need them as much as they need us - to teach us be happy living 

more simply and to open our eyes to what’s 

most important in life - our relationships and 

not our accumulated stuff! 

A year ago when we visited the church, 

Maricela Muniz was filling in as pastor after the 

departure of Josue Montejo. She was there 

until May when she began an internship at a church in Havana as part of her 

seminary studies. A couple of 

months later, in July, Mileydis 

Garcia Arias became the new 

pastor at Resurrection. Before 

arriving, Mileydis was a 

missionary in the eastern part 

of the island for 17 years, so 

she brings a wealth of 

experience to her new role as 

pastor. Our team joked that 

she is the most organized and 

punctual Cuban we’ve ever 

encountered! She has a plan 

and a vision for helping the church to move forward after what has been a difficult 

time. Our partnership with Resurrection Baptist means so much to the people 

there, and they asked us to be sure to 

send their greetings to all of you and 

especially to those whom they’ve met on 

previous visits. 

One of the highlights for me on these 

trips is becoming better acquainted with 

the team members with whom I’m 

traveling.  

Linda, Peggy, Allie and Patrick were fantastic 

traveling companions, and we had a lot of fun 

together! Thanks again to Allie who did the 

lion’s share of translating and to Patrick who 

facilitated many conversations. Spanish classes 

for all of us slackers will begin soon! 

. . . teach us to be happy 

living more simply . . . 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
5:30p Family Fellowship Supper 

and Ash Wednesday service 
 

Sunday, March 5 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Ann Miles 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Tuesday, March 7 
10:00a Coffee & Kibitz 

 

Wednesday, March 8 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent;  

Lunch at Charlotte Café 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

And Activities; Cuba Team Report 
 

Sunday, March 12 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Beth Heaton 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Thursday, March 16 
Noon: VSP Lunch and Program 

 

Friday, March 17 
7:00p Young Adults Meet  

at Brandon and Samantha’s home 
 

Remember: March 19 
Youth Italian Night  

Fundraiser and Auction 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Robin Owen 

766 Marsh Road #1 

Charlotte, NC  28209 

robinowen@gmail.com  

A Royal Treat . . . On February 24, Russ held his second Fun 

Food Friday for anyone (but mainly Senior Adults).  

King’s Kitchen was the restaurant. The food was delicious,  

and the conversation animated.  

Where will Russ choose for the next exciting venture? 



 

 
A Project for All Ages! 

Our children are leading us 

in a coloring project. 

They began last Wednesday 

night, and this project will 

carry us through Lent to 

Easter. We will color 

illustrations of the Stations 

of the Cross designed by 

Illustrated Children’s 

Ministry. Incorporated with 

coloring, there are Bible 

study and devotional guides 

to help us walk through 

the last days of the life of 

Jesus leading to Easter. 

Ask the children who 

Judas was and how he 

betrayed Jesus. Ask them 

what “Rabbi” means; 

they can already answer 

those questions. But 

everyone’s help will be 

needed. Our youth will color 

some; and I hope every 

Connection Group will get to 

put its coloring skills into 

action to help us finish this 

very large project. I would 

love for everyone  

to add creative color to 

this project. 

Peggy Pelton reflected: 

Going to Cuba and to Resurrection Baptist Church is like going to a family reunion. 

Despite not speaking Spanish, we understand perfectly the message behind the 

hugs, tears, smiles and laughter. And just like with any family, there are concerns to 

discuss, people to ask about, help to offer and good food to share. 

Russ’ description of Cuba from previous trips, as well as what he said when he 

commissioned us, always sticks with me – Cuba is a land of contrasts… and this 

continues to be true. 

 The country is poor, but the people are rich with love, joy and thankfulness! 

 There are buildings crumbling daily, but there’s visible progress being made to 

renovate and restore. You can just imagine how beautiful Havana was at one 

time and will be again. 

 Cuba is on “island time,” but Resurrection’s new pastor is very punctual! 

Linda Hefner thought: 

In the ten years since I first travelled to Cuba with a group from Park Road, I have seen many changes in the country over 

the course of seven trips. The growing influx of tourists and the government approval of individuals owning their own 

businesses have changed the look and feel of Havana and Varadero, the main areas that attract tourists and development. 

The giant cruise ship in the Havana harbor attests to that change. Two and a half hours east of Havana, in the small rural 

town of Carlos Rojas, where our partner church, Resurrection Baptist, is located change there, if any, is far less evident. 

Many of the same members whom I first met in 2007 waited to greet us as we arrive. It is like arriving at a family 

reunion, with hugs and greetings and the introduction of new members, who 

quickly become friends. It is so clear how meaningful our partnership is to this 

small congregation.  They ask about many of you who have visited in the past. 

Our annual financial support is important to them for their programs and 

operating costs, but the real value of our partnership is the relationships that 

we have made and grown since a small group from PRBC decided that this 

church was to be our partner congregation. I am thankful beyond measure for 

our friends at Resurrection Baptist Church and how knowing them has 

changed and enriched my life in ways I never expected. My thoughts and 

prayers are with them as they move forward with a new pastor, and I promise 

that they keep us in their thoughts and prayers too. 

Patrick Brady expressed: 

Going to Cuba is an absolutely amazing 

experience (otherwise this would not have been 

my third time there!). Everyone we met was so 

incredibly kind and welcoming that it is no 

overstatement to call the people of Carlos Rojas 

family. It’s heartening to see the growing number 

of people going to Cuba to see it as we have and 

to witness first hand the resilience of those living 

on the island. Never have I been more grateful to 

a community than I am to Park Road for giving 

me the opportunity to travel to Cuba to be with 

these people and to grow as person in our two 

very different countries. 

Our very busy campus has been under the able watch of 

Paul Owens for the last few years, but Paul will now work 

 on a contractual basis only.  

As Operations Manager, Leslie Gipple will care for our 

campus. Beginning next week, Leslie will work 35 hours 

per week and have responsibilities for all facilities’ usage 

and maintenance. You can reach her at 

leslie@parkroadbaptist.org. 

Bidding Farewell and Welcoming the New 

An elder pastor/mentor said, “I would have done the pastoral work for free – I earned my 

salary doing personnel!” When we say this, people in all walks of life nod their heads in 

agreement – so hardly enough can be said of great staff.  

We’ve introduced to you two new staff members, perhaps without saying enough about 

their predecessors. For five years Cason Maccubbin ran our Finance Office with precision. 

Things were not “tidy” in accounting terms when she arrived, and in very short order, she 

had our office running smoothly. We’ve never been in better hands. Cason retired to spend 

more time with her husband, enjoy the beach and take care of her aging father. We are in 

equally good hands with Allison Weiland but will miss Cason as a friend and colleague.  

Likewise, we’ve hardly ever made a better decision than in hiring Paul Owens as our 

Facilities Manager. Paul has a unique array of gifts that made him perfect for this position 

– he can fix anything, and he gets along with everyone while he’s doing it! In 2015, Paul 

and Holly bought Hugh Ashcraft’s sign company, and the Owenses are doing so well that 

we made Paul’s job part time. Our campus, however, is just too busy for part time; now we 

will transition this position to “Operations Manager” and will be in confident hands with 

Leslie Gipple at the helm starting March 6.  

Thank you, Cason and Paul! We have loved having you here, and we have benefited from 

your expertise. Godspeed for this next chapter in your journeys. Allie Blum said: 

I was the only Cuba first-timer in this group. I also became everyone’s 

personal interpreter (except Patrick, of course), so basically I spent the 

trip having everyone else’s conversations for them. I speak Spanish all day 

at work, but we didn’t get to just go home at the end of the workday where 

we didn’t have to think anymore. Surprise -- the restaurants, hostels, 

drivers and Mileydis and her family all expected more Spanish! The 

unexpected brilliance of this all-consuming immersion was that I had no 

time to feel confused or nervous or awkward or have any other 

overwhelmed first-time tourist emotions. I was too busy being Dan and 

Peggy and Linda, all of whom knew what they were doing but not saying. 

So I did Cuba like they would do it, like a veteran. I didn’t see new things, 

I saw people and places that I had known and loved for years. I never had 

a second to not be absolutely, 100% engaged with every tiny detail 

because I had six pairs of eyes and ears to account for, so I uniquely 

absorbed every tiny ounce. I’ve only gone to Cuba once, but boy did I go! 

Our next snack-packing event will be Sunday, April 2 at 

1:30p. We’ll pack the remaining snack bags t 

o take us through the end of the school year.  

Please plan to attend! 

Watch for  

times and places  

to color! 

mailto:leslie@parkroadbaptist.org
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