
Meditation 
Jesus is not too interested in moral purity because he knows that any 

preoccupation with repressing [our shadow self] does not lead us into personal 

transformation, empathy, compassion or patience, but invariable into one of 

two certain paths: denial or disguise, repression or hypocrisy. Isn’t that rather 

evident? Immature religion creates a high degree of “cognitively rigid” people 

or very hateful and attacking people – and often both. It is almost our public 

image [as Christians] today, yet God’s goal is exactly the opposite.  

          — Richard Rohr  

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Andante Tranquillo (Sonata III)         Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1947)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte  

  

*Processional Hymn  
 Lord Jesus, Who Through Forty Days  MORNING SONG  
 

 Lord Jesus, who through forty days for us did fast and pray, 

Teach us with you to mourn our sins, and close by you to stay. 
 

As you with Satan did contend, and did the victory win, 

O give us strength to persevere, in you to conquer sin. 
 

And through these days of penitence, and through this Passiontide, 

Yes, evermore, in life and death, O Christ, with us abide. 
 

Abide with us, till when this life of suff'ring shall be past, 

An Easter of unending joy we may attain at last. 

   

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Allyson Neeriemer 

They said, “You shall not murder.” Maybe we misunderstood, 

Because Jesus said, “If you are angry with a brother or sister – if you say to 

someone, `You fool!,’ you will be liable to judgement.” 
They said, “You shall not commit adultery.” Maybe we misunderstood, 

Because Jesus said, “Anyone who casts a lustful look has already committed 

adultery. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away!” 

They said, “You shall not swear falsely.” Maybe we misunderstood, 

Because Jesus said, “Do not swear at all – just be honest. When you say `Yes,’ 

that should mean Yes! And when you say ‘No` let it mean No! Anything more 

than this comes from the evil one.” 

They said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Maybe we 

misunderstood, 

Because Jesus said, “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the 

other also; and if anyone takes your coat, give your shirt as well; and if 

anyone forces you to go one mile, go a second mile with them.” 

They said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” Maybe we 

misunderstood, 

Because Jesus said, “Love your enemies (and who is your `enemy,’ anyway?) 

If you only love those who love you, what reward do you have? If you greet 

only your brothers and sisters, what example is that?” 

They said a lot of things. They still do. 

Maybe Jesus will teach us to understand! 

      

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Joey Haynes 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
There are so many voices, so many truths – alternate facts and fake 

news abound – and the din is growing day by day. May God forgive 

the prejudice of our gullible hearts, that lets us believe just what we 

want to believe, accept what is most comfortable, most convenient. 

Let us confess that we have so often misunderstood, and too often 

have wounded others with our misunderstanding. Transform us, O 

God, that we would not be conformed to this world but transformed, 

by the renewing of your minds. Give us the mind of Christ that we 

may discern what is of God – all that is good and acceptable and 

perfect. Amen. 

     — from Romans 12 and Philippians 2 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Time     Russ Dean 

 

Misunderstanding: Identifying the Problem  Russ Dean 
 

Spirituality 

 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 4.1-13  

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 

the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the 

devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, 

he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It 

is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” Then the devil led him up 

and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the 

devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for 

it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, 

then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is 

written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil 

took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 

saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 

for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect 

you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put 

the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished every test, 

he departed from him until an opportune time.  
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Understanding: Seeking an Answer 
 

From Religion to Spirituality…  

    and Back to Religion? 
 

Prayer of Intercession  Joey Haynes 

 

Mission Offering  
Our Mission Offering for March will go to support the work of QC Family 

Tree.  Park Road has had a long relationship with this ministry which strives to 

embody an alternative; a way of life that is centered, whole, and founded on 

love.  “We who call ourselves QC Family Tree seek to be kinfolk rooted in 

discipleship in West Charlotte.” 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  

 

Offertory Anthem  
 Jesu, Grant Me This, I Pray  Charles H. Kitson (1874-1944)  
 

Jesu, grant me this, I pray, ever in Thy heart to stay; 

Let me evermore abide hidden in Thy wounded side. 
 

If the evil one prepare, or the world, a tempting snare, 

I am safe when I abide in Thy heart and wounded side. 
 

If the flesh, more dangerous still, tempt my soul to deeds of ill, 

Naught I fear when I abide in Thy heart and wounded side. 
 

Death will come one day to me; Jesu, cast me not from Thee: 

Dying let me still abide in Thy heart and wounded side. 

                                               — "Dignare me, O Jesu rogo te" 

                                                  trans. from Latin, H. W. Baker 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

for God 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

*Doxology                               OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

                                                       — adapt. William Abernethy 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Russ Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 Praise the Source of Faith and Learning NETTLETON 
 

Praise the Source of faith and learning that has sparked and stoked the mind 

With a passion for discerning how the world has been designed. 

Let the sense of wonder flowing from the wonders we survey  

Keep our faith forever growing and renew our need to pray. 
 

May our faith redeem the blunder of believing that our thought 

Has displaced the ground for wonder which the ancient prophets taught, 

May our learning curb the error which unthinking faith can breed 

Lest we justify some terror with an antiquated creed. 
 

As two currents in a river fight each other’s undertow 

Till converging they deliver one coherent steady flow, 

Blend, O God, our faith and learning till they carve a single course, 

Till they join as one, returning praise and thanks to you, their Source. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Wisdom cannot be imparted. Wisdom that a wise man attempts to impart 

always sounds like foolishness to someone else ... Knowledge can be 

communicated, but not wisdom. One can find it, live it, do wonders through 

it, but one cannot communicate and teach it. 

          — Hermann Hesse 

Benediction  Russ Dean 

Choral Response  

 Fourfold Amen     Roland Carter (b. 1942)  

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Misunderstood 
 

You have heard that it was said,  
 

 

 

 

I know you think you understand 

what you thought I said, 

but I'm not sure you realize 

that what you heard 

is not what I meant. 
 

 

 

 

but I say to you… 

Deacon of the Week: Allyson Neeriemer 

Allyson serves in so many roles of ministry at church: leading the children’s 

choir, planning all of our seasonal parties, welcoming new babies into the 

church, and singing in the choir each and every week. Allyson and her  

husband, Will, could be described as a “here every time the doors are open” 

family. But most importantly they are the parents of Emily, Claire, and Isaac. 

Misunderstood 
 

The Gospel texts for Lent give us an opportunity to talk about some 

common misunderstanding, formulations of bad theology that we find 

all around us. Lent might be an appropriate time to gain some new 

understandings. 

 

March 10, Lent I: Misunderstood Spirituality 
 

March 17, Lent II:  Misunderstood Civics 
 

March 24, Lent III, Youth Sunday: Misunderstood Youth 
 

March 31, Lent IV: Misunderstood Reconciliation 
 

April 7, Lent V: Misunderstood Abundance 
 

April 14, Palm Sunday: Misunderstood Savior 
 

April 21, Easter Sunday: Misunderstanding Victory 


