
In February of last year Charlotte Magazine published an article citing the Chronicle 

of Philanthropy in ranking the Queen City 9th among US metropolitan cities in 

percentage of income given to charity: 3.4% of our total adjusted gross income. 

Pretty impressive, huh? 

So, how can it be that we can be such a generous city – and can also be dead last 

in a survey of the nation’s 50 largest cities in upward mobility? In other words, if 

you are born poor in Charlotte, there’s a better chance that you will die poor here 

than if you live in any of those other metro areas. 

This statistic was the result of a 2014 study conducted by Harvard and UC 

Berkeley. It has served as a kind of wake-up call to city 

leaders, an indicator that perhaps most of the unrest 

we felt in the wake of the police shooting in September 

wasn’t actually prompted by “outside agitators” or 

“paid protestors” as some decried. Five ingredients 

were common in cities with high rates of upward 

mobility: less residential segregation, less income 

inequality, better primary schools, greater social capital 

and greater family stability. Apparently there’s room for 

improvement in all of these in our city. Perhaps the 

polite, southern hospitality we enjoy is actually a 

patina of calm that we’ve managed to maintain, but 

maybe there’s a boiling kettle of frustration beneath.  

As a response to the findings, that were both embarrassing and disconcerting, the 

city convened an “Opportunities Task Force” to study the problem and propose 

some solutions. The task force was co-chaired by Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown, a 

Novant Health physician executive, and Dee O’Dell, U. S. Bank executive; the result 

of their work (more than a year in the making) will be made public on March 27. 

Please look for this announcement in the paper, take the opportunity to read the 

findings of the task force, and… 

Join us on Wednesday, April 5 for our Wednesday night Fellowship Supper and 

discussion, as Dee O’Dell will be our guest speaker. We are fortunate to have him to 

share with us, especially right on the heels of the presentation of the findings/

recommendations of their work. 

I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about your city and 

your faith -- since issues of poverty and systems that bind people in poverty are 

central to our biblical convictions. 

Amy will be cooking that night, so you’ll get a wonderful home-cooked meal, too! 

Please call the office by noon Tuesday to make your reservation for dinner. Dinner 

begins at 5:30p, and Dee will begin speaking at 6:30p. 

The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down 

(Ps. 145.14) – and so should we. 
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COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, March 22 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch at Charlotte Café 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

And Activities 
 

Sunday, March 26 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Allyson Neeriemer 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Wednesday, March 29 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and 

Lunch - Cantina 1511  

Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

Speaker: Rev. Rusty Price, 

The Undocumented 
 

Friday, March 31 
7:00p Young Adults  

Topic: Worship: Seeking 

God’s Presence 

Youth Building  
 

Sunday, April 2 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Erin Rumble 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

1:30p Sedgefield Snack Packing 

5:00p Christ-centered Yoga Class  
 

Wednesday, April 5 
11:30a Men’s Study for Lent and  

Lunch - Cantina 1511 

Park Road Shopping Center 

5:30p Family Fellowship Supper  

Speaker: Dee O’Dell,   

Char-Meck Opportunity Task Force 
 

Remember in Prayer 
Recuperating at Home: 

Parks Helms 

Ted Morris 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Jim Russell 

Temporarily at Carrington Place 

600 Fullton Lane, Matthews 

704-841-4920 

Easter Lilies 2017 

Easter Lilies may be ordered in memory 

of or in honor of someone. The lilies 

will be used to decorate the cross on 

Easter morning, April 16. Payment of 

$8 must accompany each order. Youth 

will be in the narthex Sunday, or you 

may call the church office to order 

before April 12. 

Rev. Rusty Price, pastor of Camino Church in Charlotte, a 

merger of white and Latino congregations, works with 

immigrants, especially the undocumented community.  

Rusty will speak next Wednesday night about this timely and 

important issue. Please plan to attend Wednesday, March 29. 

Children’s Plans for this Spring and Summer . . . 

Movie & Game Night: please let me know if your 

children can attend on Friday, April 7, the first Friday 

of CMS spring break.  

Camp Prism July 11-14 Total Cost of this trip will be 

$165. A $50 deposit is due by Sunday, April 30. 

Vacation Bible School: Although we are still in the 

planning stages, VBS will be exiting. It will not be a 

week-long event. Mark your calendar for July 28-29. 

Many more details to come! 

     Joey 
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On the Road . . . 

Excited because the 5th grade trip to 

Washington D.C., April 4-6, Harper Fox will 

be one of the chaperones! The school has 

received $16,000 of the $17,500 needed 

for the trip. If you would like to donate to 

help a child to enjoy this unforgettable 

experience of visiting our nation’s capital, 

please make checks payable to Park Road 

Baptist and designate “Sedgefield D.C. Trip” on the memo 

line. Thank you for your support! 

Room in the Inn 

Our last Room in the Inn of the season is Saturday, March 25, 

and all is covered! Thank you Jimmy Niell for your tireless effort 

in making this program a success. Also thanks to those who have 

prepared meals, stayed overnight, provided breakfast or lunch, 

and washed loads and loads of laundry! This vital ministry could 

not take place without you! 

A Unique Festival 

The Wild Goose Festival is an art, music, story-driven, 4-day 

experience for the whole family, grounded in faith inspired 

social justice. Held at Hot Springs Resort & Spa near Asheville, 

NC from July 13-16. Several sleeping options are available, 

and PRBC has been given a promo code for discounted prices: 

Adults, $169; Seniors, $149; Student, $99; Youth 13-17, 

$49; Children 0-12 free; Single day passes, TBD. 

Use promo code JODEE at the website http://

wildgoosefestival.org/. Jo-Dee Collins will organize a group 

camp site and you may contact her directly at 704-241-3023 

or jdc@pat-jodee.com. Invite friends and neighbors, too and 

share the promo code!!  

Time for Easter Eggs! 

We are collecting plastic (new or used) eggs 

and individually wrapped, non-chocolate 

candy/favors. You may stuff the eggs yourselves 

or have us do the work. We will be collecting 

the eggs in the narthex and Community Center 

through Palm Sunday. The Easter Egg hunt will 

immediately follow the Easter service. 

Allyson Neeriemer 

Smiling Faces, Busy Hands 

The Italian Youth Night Auction, one of my favorite events 

of the year, brings all generations together to support our 

youth. Everyone had such a great night, March 19, and I’ve 

received many compliments about what fantastic servers 

our youth were. Due to the overwhelming generosity of the 

Park Road family, the Youth raised over $11,000 to fund 

their Summer Mission Trip and other activities this year. 

Thank you! 

Special thanks go to the Youth Parent Team for organizing 

this year’s fundraiser: Allyson Neeriemer, Crystal Smyth, 

Beth Heaton and Scott Counts, and also our finance 

assistants: Tara Brittain, Karen Burgess and Will 

Neeriemer.  

To all the youth parents who volunteer to help in the 

kitchen and wherever needed, thank you. Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who donated items for the silent and live auction and our 

auctioneer, Harper Fox. Because of all the generations of Park Road folks who have contributed, this annual event is always 

successful. 

Something I have loved about being at Park Road and working with our youth is how supportive the parents are. You invest so fully in 

the lives of our young people. Thanks to everyone who attended. This summer I’m looking forward to taking the youth to my old 

stomping grounds. 
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