
March 27, 2019 

COMING UP 

March 31 

Backpack Snack Packing 

following worship 

March 31, April 2&4 
Charlotte Family Housing Meals 

April 5 
Women’s Retreat 

Dinner and Discussion 

April 10 
Cuba Presentation on  

Wednesday Evening 
 

April 18 
Maundy Thursday 

Dinner beginning at 5:30p 
Worship and Communion in 

Milford Chapel at 6:30p 
 

Park Road’s oldest church member 
died Sunday night. Ober Pauley was 

103!  Sympathy is extended to  
Ober’s family.   

The service will be Thursday, 1:00p 
in the Chapel. 

 

 

Friends at Home— Ann Norton 
7803 Teakwood Rd. 

Indian Trail, NC 28079 
704-882-0829 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

There are some rules about liturgical seasons. There are colors that go with each 
season: red for Pentecost, green for Ordinary Time, white for special days, purple 
for Advent and Lent. The season of Lent holds extra rules that try to honor the 
more somber and introspective aspects of this confessional time leading up to 
Easter. There are 40 days of Lent from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, not 
counting Sundays. Sundays are Resurrection days, therefore, are not counted in 
the 40 days of Lent. Yet, even on the Sundays of Lent, we try to honor the  
penitential season in worship in small ways. The worship service takes on a 
slightly more somber tone. The organ is not used to its full capacity, the hymns 
and choral music are more subdued, and, in many congregations, instrumental 
music is used only to accompany congregational singing. The historical practice 
of no extra music comes from the Jewish custom of not having music during a 
period of mourning because music is celebratory. The choir, deacons, and  
ministers do not process during Lent. All of this is done to prepare for the  
celebration of Easter. 

Another guideline that we try to honor during Lent is to suspend the use of  
Alleluia as we take a reflective look at ourselves. We save that word for Easter  
Resurrection Good News. I will have to be honest that I don’t like this restriction 
especially since the Sundays of Lent are not counted in the 40 days of Lent.  
ALL Sundays celebrate Resurrection, I think refraining from the use of Alleluia or 
Hallelujah simply goes too far. However, who am to question centuries of  
religious tradition? 

So I couldn’t help chuckling when I realized that I had planned an Evening for 
Women that centers on Anne Lamott’s book Hallelujah Anyway—yes, during 
Lent! It was not intentional, and I hope the liturgical police do not arrest me or 
strip me of my credentials. The more I think about it, the more it seems that we 
need this word these days. From the burdens that we carry in our personal lives 
to the chaos and brokenness of our world, we need to find the Hallelujah every 
single day, anywhere we can. It’s the job of people of faith to keep that word 
alive. While I appreciate the intent of the tradition, I don’t mind breaking the 
rule. This year on Friday, April 5 from 6:00-9:00p, the women of the church will  
gather for dinner and fun and prizes and conversation around “Rediscovering 
Mercy.” Lamott says, “Mercy is radical kindness. Mercy means offering or being 
offered aid in desperate straits . . . and we learn to say: `Hallelujah  
Anyway!’ in spite of it all, there is love, there is singing, nature laughing, mercy.  
Mercy means that we soften ever so slightly . . .”  

My hope is that we will find new and creative ways to look at our problems, name 
our burdens, acknowledge our broken places, recognize our pain, and learn how 
to say “Hallelujah Anyway!” To me this evening is one of Hope – a taste of Easter 
on a Friday night of Lent.  

The cost is $12 per person. You do NOT have to read the book to enjoy the  
evening. Please RSVP by March 31 by emailing Amy: amy@parkroadbaptist.org or 
call the Church Office: 704-523-5717. I’m looking forward to an evening filled 
with mercy among the women of our church! 

Easter Lilies—$8.00 
Easter Lilies can be purchased in  
honor or in memory of family and friends. 
Youth will be selling them on Wednesday 
nights and Sundays. 

Fun Food Friday 

Strawberry Hill 
On Friday, April 19, join us as we 
travel to Chesnee, SC. We will tour 
the Cowpens Battle Grounds and 

then enjoy lunch at Strawberry Hill 
restaurant. We will meet at the 
church at 9:00a and return by 

2:00p.  

The pews are out, and the 

real work begins this 

week! 

 
 

We are asking everyone to  

complete their pledge 

card and return it to the 

church by March 31.  

We would like to  

celebrate the campaign  

success on  

Easter Sunday! 

Pews 
The pews have been removed for 

the sanctuary renovation  
project. There are a number of 

pews that will not be used in the 
smaller space. We are  

determining a suggested donation 
price if anyone would like to have 

one of the pews from the  
sanctuary. The money collected 

will return to the Capital  
Campaign especially thinking 

about any new furnishing that will 
be needed for the newly  

expanded Helt Hall. 
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Missions Ministry Area 

Darin Gantt, Ministry Area Coordinator  
Park Road Baptist Church is  

committed to a gospel that is social 

in nature. We believe Jesus’  

message is not just good news for  

individuals, but also God’s salvation 

is to be experienced collectively – as  

communities change and as systems 

and institutions transform. 

Elementary School Ministry –  Our church provides  

backpack snacks for 182 students 86 for Sedgefield, 63 

for Latta, and 33 for Marie G Davis weekly. Tutors serve 

Sedgefield and Marie G. Davis through the Augustine 

Literacy Program, the HELPS program, and Reading  

Buddies. We support Reading Celebrations by providing 

snacks and prizes for 100 students every month at Marie 

G Davis, and work has already begun on an end-of-year 

book drive for their students. Some of our members also 

have lunch with students on a regular basis and volunteer 

in other ways as needed. 

Homeless Ministries Team – This team coordinates and 

promotes our on-going ministries to the homeless: Room 

in the Inn, Charlotte Family Housing, Uptown Men’s 

Shelter, and Urban Ministry Center. 
Cuba Team – For many years, this group has coordinated 

all efforts to maintain and nurture PRBC’s partner  

relationship with Resurrection Baptist Church in Carlos  

Rojas, Cuba. In addition to this year’s annual trip, many 

of our youth travel to Cuba in June. 

Needlers Team – These talented women use their talents 

to sew prayer shawls and pillowcase dresses to provide 

comfort and care for those in need. 
A Tu Lado Team – This new team provides support and 

encouragement to a young woman and her two children 

from Guatemala who are seeking asylum in Charlotte. 

 
Thank-you, Room in the Inn Volunteers! 

This efforts require many volunteers to staff the 8 nights 

of Room in the Inn that we host in our Youth Building 

every year. We welcomed 96 people this season, many of 

them women and children. We provided an evening meal, 

a warm comfortable place to sleep, and access to  

showers and laundry, and a quick breakfast, and a bag 

lunch for our guests. Special thanks to Jimmy Niell who 

coordinates this ministry, to Susan Melson for setting up 

the beds and keeping the laundry closet organized, and 

to the Abundant Grace Connection Group who staffed two 

of this year’s sessions as well as other partners. Our 

homeless friends appreciate the warm welcome they  

receive at Park Road and are always happy to come here.  

Youth Sunday 

Another wonderful day of young people leading us in  

worship! Thanks to Joey for his wonderful leadership. 

Thanks to our 3 preachers: Brian Knight, Maddy Counts, 

and Kate Polaski. Also it was great to have John Callaway 

leading music from Unidiversity Youth Camp. 

 

 

As we reminded the  

congregation on Sunday, the 

Youth are not our future—they 

are very much our present, and 

they proved that to us yet again 

in the way that they led us in 

worshipping God and teaching 

us how to understand a little 

bit better what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 


