
From the Pastors’ Heart & Soul 

March 30, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, March 30 
No Wednesday Night Dinner or 

Activities (Spring Break) 

 

Thursday, March 31 
7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, April 3 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Sunday, April 10 
9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/Connection 

Group Meetings 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Faith Talk for Children 

5:00p Youth Activities 

 

Tuesday, April 12 
10:00a Needlers 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Dona Leonard,  

Recuperating at Home 

 

Youth Spring Retreat: April 15-17 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Sara Eggleston 

White Oak Manor 

111 S. Congress Street, Room #110 

York, SC 29745 

Deacon of the Week: Bob Clare 

Bob Clare is everywhere! If you need to patch a 

parking lot, build a wall, remove old shrubbery, or if 

you’re meeting to discuss the budget or if the Deacons 

are gathering for Sunday morning prayers, Bob is 

going to be there. A semi-retired construction 

consultant and contractor, Bob is one of our longest-

serving deacons, and when he’s not leading in other 

aspects, you will find Bob and his wife, Brucie,  

singing in the choir. Thanks to Bob for also  

being our Deacon of the Week this week! 

A beautiful symbol of Easter… 

Mike Hamrick and Ken Reynolds 

carefully fill the empty cross  

with Easter lilies.  

In Memoriam: Albert Gordon, July 21, 1950-March 27, 2016 

There’s an apocryphal story about one of PRBC’s former pastors, associate pastors, 

and our long-time, now-retired custodian, James Simpson. As the story goes, there 

was a rift between the pastor and the associate over James’s work. Apparently the 

associate was suggesting a termination might be in order, so the pastor made it 

clear: “You can be replaced. James cannot!” 

When Amy and I came to Charlotte, the same message was delivered to us about 

Albert Gordon, a kitchen assistant in our Child Development Center (since Harriet 

Morris served as the first CDC cook – now about 45 years ago). Albert came to us 

from the Nevins Center, which cares for adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. Quickly he 

found a home and made his place among us, so we were 

told in no uncertain terms: “Albert is a non-negotiable!” 

He worked every day in the kitchen washing pots and 

pans, breaking down boxes, taking out the trash and the 

recyclables. That trip from kitchen to dumpster and back 

got longer over the years. By the end, it might have 

taken a couple hours, but Albert was safe here, and he 

was better off roaming this campus than roaming the 

city on public transportation. 

Albert’s other job was keeping us informed about sports 

and local mayhem! I don’t know where Albert got his news, but if there was a 

shooting, a robbery, an attack anywhere, Albert knew about it. He was also hard of 

hearing, so he mostly spoke in ALL CAPS! Our almost-daily conversation sounded a 

little like this: “… ‘BOUT THAT GIRL DOWN THERE!’ ‘What girl, Albert?’ …‘GOT 

KILLED!’ ‘That’s terrible. Where?’ …‘GIRL… AT THE BUS STOP!’ ”  

Like most of our conversations, I also only understood about every tenth word in his 

sports report. I was never sure if we were talking FOOTBALL or BASKETBALL, or 

which team (except the PANTHERS!), and I couldn’t exactly tell which TEAM WON. 

Sports excited Albert, and he was glad to share the news.  

Albert was 65 when he died on Saturday night. His health dictated an “early 

retirement” from the CDC several months ago. He was living in a retirement center, 

but a history of health issues finally overtook him. His short little frame and his 

oversized voice will be MISSED! 

Albert would have been referred to as “special needs,” and that was right. He never 

stopped needing to be cared for with extra attention. But Albert also had “special 

gifts.” Our world seems aimed at perfection, beautiful people, beautiful things, 

more, bigger, better. A lot of what we strive for in life, hope for in our children, had 

eluded Albert. The intellect and the opportunity just weren’t in the hand he was 

dealt, but the unique presence Albert brought to our campus, the life he gave to 

this world would be misunderstood if we demeaned it as only “special.”  

What does it say of God that in a poor, developmentally challenged, African-

American kitchen assistant we have seen a bit of the divine? Perfection, beauty, 

more, bigger, better…? Albert taught us of the beautiful diversity of the God whose 

power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12.9). 

For Albert Gordon, thanks be to God! 
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A Special Thank-You  

Thanks to all of our Park Road volunteers who made Room in 

the Inn possible again this year! We hosted close to 100 

homeless guests on two Saturday nights each month between 

December and March, offering them a warm bed, hot shower, 

laundry facilities, dinner, breakfast and a bag lunch. Jimmy 

Neill, once again, did a tremendous job recruiting volunteers 

and overseeing this vital ministry. He commented that this was 

the easiest year he could remember in terms of recruiting 

volunteers because so many of them stepped up to help!  

The Youth often assisted by setting up beds prior to our 

guests’ arrival. The Echerd and Abundant 

Grace Connection Groups each took 

responsibility for one RITI night. In addition, at 

least 30 different individuals volunteered and 

that number doesn’t count so many of you who 

washed sheets and towels and blankets! Thank 

you, Park Road, for being such gracious hosts! 

Looking for Mercy: The Milford Dialogue 

Please plan to join us each Wednesday evening during April 

as we welcome several speakers who will help us explore and 

better understand the concept and meaning of Mercy. 

On April 6, Dr. James Howell will introduce our series, 

examining with us the biblical and theological dimensions of 

Mercy. Dr. Howell is the author of several books and 

his recent editorial, “We Christians Have Harmed, and We’re 

Sorry,” prompted this discussion. 

On April 13, we will begin looking at practical implications as 

we investigate Mercy in educational policy 

with Dr. Andy Baxter. Education is a 

pressing concern in the life of our nation, 

now that the US has fallen below many 

advanced societies in education rankings. 

Might the practice of Mercy in our 

education system change this? 

On April 20, our exploration continues as we 

evaluate the place of Mercy in our nation’s 

economic practice. Tax policy, housing, 

welfare and healthcare are topics of 

conversation and controversy, especially in an election year. 

What role does Mercy play as our leaders make specific 

recommendations for economic fairness and viability? Mark 

Cramer, a long time member of Park Road will lead 

our discussion. 

The series will be concluded on April 27 by providing an 

opportunity for congregational dialogue. What have you 

learned about Mercy? Do we need more or less of it in 

church, politics, economics? 

All programs are on Wednesday nights in the Community 

Center. Dinner is available at 5:30p. (Please call the church 

office by noon each Tuesday to make a reservation.) The 

program begins at 6:30p and all are welcome. 

Spring Retreat  

for the Park Road Youth 

Group will be April 15-

17. Please submit the 

$50 deposit by April 3 

to Joey or drop it in the 

offering plate! 

Take a deep breath...Chelsy Mitchell  

prepares to blow out the candles on her 

birthday cake as some of her friends from the 

Young Adult Connection Group serenade her.  

Music, instruments and 

attention! Let’s go over 

this hymn one more 

time for good measure. 

Oh, I see another one! Excitedly, children 

run to more eggs to add to their baskets. All 

the children had lots of sweet treats to find. 


