
Meditation 
Reconciliation is God’s dream for the world. It involves restoring broken 

relationships, healing our deepest wounds, and transforming hearts in the 

peace of Christ. Reconciliation cannot happen unless we come to terms with 

the alienation we experience with our divided selves, with each other, and even 

with God. 

          — Doris Donnelly 

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Prelude   Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  

     

*Hymn of Praise 
 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                         HYFRYDOL  
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n to earth come down: 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown: 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest: 

take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its Beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Anne Woolley 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;  

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, For God is love. 
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us; 

God’s love is perfected in us. 
There is no fear in love, 

But perfect love casts out fear. 

We love because God first loved us. 

Beloved, let us love one another. 

     — from 1 John 4 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
We must confess this day that we have not loved God with heart, soul, 

mind, and strength — because we have not loved our neighbor. We do 

not love our neighbor as ourselves. May God change our hearts, that 

we might offer liberty and respect, opening our thoughts and our 

homes, as Jesus taught us. Amen.  

     — from Mark 12 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 O My Soul, Bless Your Creator STUTTGART 
 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 

Like a mother and a father, God compassionate has been. 
 

Unto all who keep God’s covenant and are steadfast in God’s way; 

Unto all who still remember God’s commandments and obey. 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Misunderstanding: Identifying the Problem  Russ Dean 
 

Misunderstood Reconciliation 
 

Scripture Lesson  Luke 15.1-3; 11-32  

     Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 

him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this 

parable:  

     Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger 

of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 

will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days 

later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When 

he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out 

to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 

the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to 

himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go 

to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like 

one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while 

he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 

he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said 

to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, 

‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

     “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of 

the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 

back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 

father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his 

father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 

you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given 

me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But 

when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to 

him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we 

had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 

has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Understanding: Seeking an Answer Amy Jacks Dean 
 

Relationship is Everything 
 

Prayer of Intercession  Dan McClintock 

 

Mission Offering  
The undesignated monies received every fifth Sunday of the year go to the 

Magolene “Mack” Cameron Good Samaritan Fund, 

which is used to assist church members in times of need. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory Anthem  
 Amazing Grace                        trad., arr. Evelyn Simpson-Curenton  

  (b. 1953) 

 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, ‘twas blind , but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 

(continued) 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 

‘Twas grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 

*Doxology                               OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  

                                                             — adapt. William Abernethy 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 O for a World AZMON 
 

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, 

Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 
 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, 

Where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 
 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice 

That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

It is our daily task in life to find a way to forgive these errors, in ourselves 

and in others, without ignoring or diminishing the wrong that has been 

done. And if the crime is so great that we cannot find it in our hearts to 

offer forgiveness, at least we can take the first steps toward healing. 

Perhaps, with time and the grace of God, forgiveness too will result. 

          — Kent Nerburn 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Amen (fr. Job)             Roberta Bitgood (1908-2007)  

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Misunderstood 
 

You have heard that it was said,  
 

 

 

 

I know you think you understand 

what you thought I said, 

but I'm not sure you realize 

that what you heard 

is not what I meant. 
 

 

 

 

but I say to you… 

Misunderstood 
 

The Gospel texts for Lent give us an opportunity to talk about some 

common misunderstanding, formulations of bad theology that we find 

all around us. Lent might be an appropriate time to gain some new 

understandings. 

 

March 10, Lent I: Misunderstood Spirituality 
 

March 17, Lent II:  Misunderstood Civics 
 

March 24, Lent III, Youth Sunday: Misunderstood Youth 
 

March 31, Lent IV: Misunderstood Reconciliation 
 

April 7, Lent V: Misunderstood Abundance 
 

April 14, Palm Sunday: Misunderstood Savior 
 

April 21, Easter Sunday: Misunderstanding Victory 

Deacon of the Week: Anne Woolley 

Anne has been a member at Park Road over 28 years. Anne and husband Chris 

(who is also a deacon) have raised their two daughters, Anna Beth and  

Sarah Grace, in the church going all the way back to their time in the Child  

Development Center. Anne works for Roche Pharmaceutical in sales. 


