
March 7, 2018 

 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesdays: 

11:45a Men’s Lenten Lunch 

(Charlotte Café) 

5:30p Fellowship Supper 

6:00p Children’s Music and Activities 

6:30p Youth and Adults Study 
 

Thursdays: 

7:00p, Amy’s “Zoom” Study: 

The Gifts of Imperfection  

by Brene Brown 
 

Wednesday, March 7: 

11:45a Men’s Study 

Cantina 1511 

Park Road Shopping Center 

 

Saturday, March 10: 

Room in the Inn 
 

Wednesday, March 14:  
Sedgefield Celebration: 

Sedgefield teachers and staff will join 
us for our meal, and we will celebrate 

the work of “Uplift Sedgefield.” 
 

Sunday, March 18: 

Youth Sunday 
 

Friday, March 23: 

Fun Food Friday 

11:00a meet at church to go to  

Hobo’s in Fort Mill. 

 

Friends at Home 

Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Dr. B206 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 
 

Sympathy Extended  

To Bette Honeycutt in the  

death of her sister  

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

   What can we do? What can WE do? What can we DO? 

   We often hear these questions regarding tough social issues. When a gunman 

killed 17 in a Florida high school, and then when classmates of these victims 

began making a national appeal for action, the call came to Park Road.  

A number of you asked… WHAT can we do? 
   In Sunday’s sermon I suggested we begin where Jesus began in the temple 
that day – by getting ANGRY at injustice. But anger at injustice will only be 
helpful if it moves us to DO something. So after worship, about 50 of us  
gathered in the Community Center for an informal conversation. There was no  
agenda, but we shared a handout that contained some of the sobering statistics 
of the way gun violence is uniquely impacting American society – before the 
end of February there had already been 8,960 incidents, killing at least 2,386  
people. So… 
   Let’s do SOMETHING. 

Here are the notes I took from the meeting: 

   - Check out www.ncgv.org, the website for North Carolinians against gun  
violence, an excellent site that will keep you informed about upcoming events 
and legislation. 
   - Someone suggested that we as a church make a pledge to give up all our 
guns, maybe have a collection day to turn them all in. 
   - Someone commented that in the handouts we had provided there was not a  
single mention of mental illness and that we as a church could be much more  
involved in working with and for the mentally ill. 
   - Someone said that it is difficult to actually get emails to state and federal  
representatives, but the website, https://democracy.io provides an easy means 
of communicating with any of our elected officials. 
   - Someone mentioned concerns over the violence in video games and movies. 
   - In our conversation, which presented some differing points of view,  
someone pointed out that it was crucial for conversations – at Park Road and 
nationally – that we not demonize the other side, even as we speak passionately 
about our convictions. 
   - Two of our public school teachers spoke, and one college student who plans 
to teach, all expressing the fears and concerns of students and teachers.  
Someone remembered that in Abraham Mazlow’s “hierarchy of needs,” that 
personal safety is the very first need, and until you feel safe you cannot move 
to the next level.  
 
   Students who are afraid will not – cannot – learn.   
We mentioned several upcoming opportunities: 
   -  Myers Park and Mayfield Memorial Baptist Churches are co-sponsoring 
“Getting Real About Gun Violence,” this Saturday, March 10, 11:00a-1:00p. 
Lunch is provided by registering at: www.myersparkbaptist.org/events. Please 
contact the church if you plan to attend, so we can organize transportation. The 
event is at Mayfield, 700 W. Sugar Creek Road. 
   - “March for our Lives” is planned for Saturday, March 24. The impressive 
high school young people from Parkland, FL have organized this event for the 
nation’s capital – and marches have sprung up around the country.  
Lisa Oldham will coordinate efforts for us to march together in Charlotte. Again, 
please contact the church office if you would like to participate. We will gather 
in the church parking lot at 9:30 and travel uptown together.  
   -“ God and Guns” is a nation-wide conference being planned by our friend, 
Dr. Amy Butler, at the Riverside Church in New York, October 11-12, 2018. 
There is some interest in traveling to the Big Apple for this event. 

   We concluded the meeting with a challenge: Please WRITE and CALL your 
state and national representatives THIS WEEK encouraging them to  
TAKE ACTION to reduce gun violence in this country. You can locate all of your 
representatives at this website: http://p2a.co/Nmw4YqN. 
  There will be more, but for now, that’s WHAT WE ARE DOING! 

This Sunday, 

March 11 

 Commissioning of our Cuba 

Team (They depart March 16.) 

 Blessing of the Pillowcase 
Dresses (Our Needlers and their 

friends have made over 200 
dresses for little girls in Cuba.) 

 Ordaining Rosemarie Burton 
and David Knight as Deacons 

 Meet and Greet in the Narthex 
following Worship 

AND  

It’s Time Change—Daylight Savings 
Time begins Sunday! 

Ears and Voices 

Almost 50 people 
gathered after 
worship last  
Sunday to  

discuss what WE 
can do! 
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Lilies go on sale March 11 and may be purchased for $8 in 
honor or memory of loved ones. The flowers are used for Easter 

Sunday. Proceeds benefit our youth program. 

Headed to Cuba Again! 

   We are in the process of collecting needed items to take to 

our friends at our partner church in Carlos Rojas, Cuba, when 

we go March 16-20. People often question why we go to the 

trouble of collecting these everyday items and transporting 

them to Cuba? The reason is that even if we took the money to 

the people, they literally have no way to obtain these items 

because they are just not available. Our partner church,  

Resurrection Baptist, is in a very small, rural farming  

community, with no large towns or cities close by.  

Transportation is one of the biggest problems in Cuba. Think of 

your child having a fever and having no way to obtain the OTC 

medicine to help fight it. Elderly people with aches and pains 

have nothing to take to relieve them. This is why we  

collect the items that we do and carry them with us to our 

friends, so the pastor can distribute as needed. Please see list 

below and consider taking it shopping with you so that we can 

fill our extra luggage with these much needed and greatly  

appreciated items. Store brands and generic are fine. Items 

can be dropped off at the church office through next  

Tuesday, March13, or in the bin in the Narthex this coming  

Sunday. Thank you for your support of this  

important need.   — Linda Hefner 

Supplies Needed: Over-the counter medications like vitamins 

for adults and children, ibuprofen for adults and children,  

acetaminophen, antacids, antidiarrheal medications,  

Bengay, VapoRub, Advil PM, temperature-measuring  

thermometers, Pepto Bismol, aspirin, bandaids, allergy relief 

medicines for children and adults, antibiotic cream—also craft  

supplies such as fabric trimmings, thread, tape, glitter, 

styrofoam, pipe cleaners, glue, needles, scissors, felt, little 

noses and ears, plastic eyes, etc. 

Park Road Communications Area Teams 

Sarah Grace Woolley, Ministry Area Coordinator 

The mission of PR Communications 
Ministry Area is“to promote the PRBC 
identity. ”If you are not involved in an  
Action Team, maybe you will consider  

  supporting the church by joining the: 
 

Outreach Team—Headed up by the fearless Ann Miles, 

this team does the Meet and Greet, as well as the  
follow-up contacts of our visitors. We would love to see 
some fresh faces to support this wonderful group! 

Marketing Team—Advertise church events and programs 
using effective means; ensure a consistent, positive image 
or PRBC is presented across all available platforms 

Photography Team— If you have a phone or a camera, you 
can be on this team to capture the images of our church 
family in ministry and mission. 

Social Media Team—Help us spread a good word about 
Park Road on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

News From The CDC 
Way to go Ms. Asgari!   

We are so proud of our CDC 

teacher Ms. Asgari Khanam. She 

has worked at our center since 

2006 and has taken Early  

Childhood Education classes at 

CPCC for many of those 

years. Asgari graduated recently with an associate’s  

degree and is putting it to good use in our Sea Turtles 

classroom (2-3 years old). She is a patient and loving  

teacher whom all the children and parents enjoy. 

Ms. Asgari brings our total of early childhood degree 

teachers up to 13! The Park Road CDC assists teachers in 

paying for college courses and textbooks and giving them 

paid time off to attend classes. We are proud to work with 

and support wonderful teachers like Ms. Asgari.  

   — Heather (CDC– Director) 

A TU Lado Informational Meeting 
   Would you like to be part of a group from Park Road  to 
partner with an immigrant family to accompany them  
during their asylum-seeking process? Accompaniment 
simply means walking with a family through their court 
process and helping with various aspects of their daily life. 
By partnering with a family, a congregation like ours can 
give and receive friendship, gain a deeper understanding of 
issues immigrants face, learn about another culture, enjoy 
a growing relationship of solidarity and mutuality, and live 
out the imperatives of our faith. 
   If you would like to learn more, come to an informational 
meeting on Sunday, March 11 immediately following the 
worship service in the Echerd classroom off the sanctuary. 
A Tu Lado leadership team members Joyce Deaton and 
Dick Hester will be there to present a short program and 
respond to your questions.  
 — Dick Hester, A Tu Lado Leadership Team. 


