
Words are important. Crafting words together to inform and inspire and to encourage 

and educate is a gift. When those words come together in powerful and prophetic ways 

that make people stop and take note, well, that should be celebrated. Recently, Russ 

and I have found ourselves doing a lot of editing – editing of college papers that is. 

Never once did Jackson ask us to look at a paper of his in high school, but let him get 

to college, and suddenly, we seem to be smarter than we knew! Most of the time we 

get the papers with enough advanced notice, though there have been a few late nights 

for the parents trying to meet those last minute deadlines. I asked our college son why 

he was sending these to us when he had never before asked us to read his papers. He 

replied, “Well, it dawned on me that writing is a lot of what you do for a living.” When 

we went into ministry, I am pretty sure we were not aware of this, but it’s true. A good 

deal of what we do has to do with words – carefully crafted and painstakingly placed. It 

is rare that we speak a public word that is not written down, and when we do go “off 

script,” we are most likely to get in trouble! Off-the-cuff or “winging it” is not usually 

anyone’s best work.  

In the last few years, especially, Russ has been doing more writing than usual. Through 

his blog and other forums, Russ has spent quite a bit of time pounding out those 

precious words. Sometimes it’s about church and issues of faith, sometimes he speaks 

to a current issue headline, and often he takes those to task who continue to speak a 

negative and harmful word on behalf of Christianity and the Church. Over the past year, 

Baptist News Global (which was formerly known as the Associated Baptist Press) has 

been picking up an article here or there and sharing it with their wider audience. I will 

take some credit for this idea. I wrote to them and said, “Your readers need to hear 

Russ’s perspective.” And they agreed. I knew when a church member said to me one 

day after something newsworthy had hit the headlines, “I was so glad Russ wrote about 

this. I found myself wondering what he thought about this issue. Not that I always 

agree with him, but I appreciate his perspective and his take usually helps me in 

forming my own opinions.” I can think of no higher compliment for any writer. 

After some months of picking up an article here or there, the editor from Baptist News 

Global contacted Russ a couple of weeks ago to become a monthly contributor for their 

website. In their invitation they said, “We are interested in your unique contribution as 

a voice in Baptist life - either as commentary on Baptist issues or as a Baptist looking 

out at the world.” I am so glad they listened to me all those months ago, not as a 

proud wife and co-pastor, but as a person who is always interested in reading an 

educated, thoughtful, reasoned perspective on faith and the implications faith has on 

living in the world today.  

People sometimes give Russ a hard time about his words. It’s almost always in jest, 

and he usually laughs along. But finally someone has heard in him what those of us 

who hear and read his words week-in and week-out have known all along – he has 

important things to say that need to be heard in a day when there is no shortage of 

words, but a gaping hole in reasoned and courageous thinking. Russ’s words call us to 

dig deep and open our minds to new perspectives of our own.  

Congratulations to Russ as a regular contributor to BNG! Now an even wider audience 

will benefit from your carefully crafted, powerfully prophetic words. 

Well done, good and faithful servant! 

Beginning the last week of March, you can follow Russ’s monthly 

contribution here: https://baptistnews.com/ 

From the Pastors’ Heart & Soul 

March 9, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, March 9 
5:30p Family Night Dinner 

and Activities 

 

Friday, March 11 
10:45a Tea Service at 

Urban Ministry Center 

 

Saturday, March 12 
PRBC Hosts Room in the Inn 

 

Sunday, March 13 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Group Meetings  

11:00a Worship  

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

Wednesday, March 16 
5:30p Family Night Dinner 

and Activities  

Speaker Tom Hanchett: 

“How Charlotte Got Segregated” 

 

Sunday, March 20 
Palm Sunday 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Group Meetings  

11:00a Worship  

4:00p Requiem by Gabriel Faure 

PRBC Choir and St. Luke 

Lutheran Church Choir  

5:00 Youth Activities 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Lexa Taylor  

1200 Carlus Drive, Apt. 535 

Raleigh, NC 27609-4770 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Vacation Bible School has 

been rescheduled for 

June 27-30.  

More information to follow! 

Children’s News 

An Easter egg hunt will follow the worship service on 

Sunday, March 27. We need plastic eggs filled with 

individually wrapped, non-chocolate candy. The collection 

box for eggs is located in the children’s Sunday school area 

from now until Easter Sunday. 

Link to Children’s Newsletters:http://eepurl.com/

bSk4K1. Go to this link to subscribe to the 

newsletter mailing list. The children are preparing for 
Children’s Sabbath during morning 

worship on April 17. 

2016 Directory 

It’s time to update our church phone directory. In the coming weeks, we will be working to get a copy of the 2016 directory 

into the hands of each household. Please check your current contact information in last year’s directory and make sure all 

phone numbers, addresses and emails are up-to-date in the church office so we can make sure our new directory is as 

accurate as possible. Please send any updated information to Brenda by emailing her at brenda@parkroadbaptist.org or 

calling the church office (704-523-5717). We would like to have this information by March 23. 

https://baptistnews.com/
http://eepurl.com/bSk4K1
http://eepurl.com/bSk4K1
mailto:brenda@parkroadbaptist.org
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Room in the Inn 

Thank you to all the Park Road volunteers who have helped 

this season for Room in the Inn. The Sign Up Genius links 

have been quickly filled as individuals, connection groups and 

families have stepped in to serve. There are 2 more 

opportunities to 

help our homeless 

neighbors, March 

12 and March 26. 

Click here for 

details. Since 

December, we have 

served over 70 

homeless men and 

women and a few 

young children.  

The Urban Ministry 

Center is tackling 

the Charlotte 

homeless problem 

by partnering with 

faith-based congregations, and PRBC continues to help out 

each year. Many guests comment on the comfortable layout of 

our Youth Building, warm showers, private rooms and laundry 

facilities which are not always offered at other locations. 

Thanks to our volunteers and to the donations and mission 

dollars allotted for this program, we are able to offer shelter to 

those in need. 

Getting the corners straight, 
Emily Neeriemer prepares a 
card for someone who makes 
PRBC grand.  

Our Children are working on Lent 

inspired artwork. As an act of 

service during Lent last 

Wednesday, the children wrote to 

our Friends at Home and other 

special folks to encourage them. 

Easter Lilies 2016 

Easter Lilies can be ordered in 

memory of or in honor of someone 

special. The lilies will be used to 

decorate the cross on  

Easter morning, March 27.  

Payment of $8 must accompany 

the order. Youth will be in the 

narthex the next few Sundays, or 

you can call the church office to 

order before March 22. 

Choir Notes 

On Friday, March 18 at 7:30 pm in the Rowe Recital Hall at 

UNC Charlotte, the Park Road choir will join with choirs from 

UNCC and Winston-Salem State University in a program 

entitled, “Let It Shine, A Celebration of Black Art Songs and 

Spirituals.” This program will feature composer and 

performer, Jacqueline Hairston, a Charlotte native, now living 

and working in California, who for many years taught in 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, as well as worked in several 

Charlotte churches. Ms. Hairston is a talented composer who 

has written music for many of the premiere vocalists in the 

United States, including Park Road’s beloved Sam McKelton 

and his sister, Terri McKelton. If the Hairston name sounds 

familiar, she is related to the famous composer and television 

personality, the late Jester Hairston. The Park Road Choir will 

sing one spiritual by Glenn L. Jones and one by Jacqui 

Hairston, and all the choirs will sing one combined piece to 

end the program. I know this free concert is one you will want 

to attend.  

The same weekend we will join our neighbors, St. Luke 

Lutheran Church, to present Gabriel Faure’s Requiem. Palm 

Sunday afternoon March 20 at 4:00p The combined choirs 

will be directed by Jan McCoy and accompanied by members 

of the Charlotte Symphony. Monty will be playing our new 

Rodgers organ.  

Although this beloved choral masterpiece 

is a mass for the dead, it celebrates the 

life to come in heaven and the peace that 

comes in our eternal glory. A special treat 

will be the “Pie Jesu” solo sung by Lucy 

Ilderton, the 12 year old daughter of 

Pastor Sara Ilderton of St. Luke’s.  

This concert provides a very spiritual 

beginning of the Holy Week journey. 

Please invite your family and friends to 

join us.  

From Joey . . . 

Thank you to everyone who came out to support the youth on 

Sunday for our annual fundraiser! We hope you had a 

wonderful evening of entertainment, fellowship, delicious 

food and fun.  

A huge thank you to the youth fundraiser parent committee: 

Margie Keith, Gina Helt, Crystal Smyth, Paula and David 

Knight and Scott Counts. Thank you to all the parents who 

jumped in and helped where needed! I greatly appreciate all 

of your support. 

Sharing a meal together cultivates 
relationships. Helpful church 

members prepare a meal for and 
then dine with our RITI neighbors. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944adaf2ba46-room1

