
Easter Sunday baptism with Claire 

Neereimer (left) and Youth Sunday 

baptism with Kate Polaski (right) - truly 

one of the joys in the life of a Pastor.  

Claire’s grin really says it all, and hearing 

Kate’s statement of faith being read by 

her father, Tom, should be a reminder to 

us all about the importance of a life of 

faith. Claire’s father, Will, also read  

her statement of faith.  

Parents, along with the extended Church 

family, make a great village in which to 

raise our children and youth! 

It started like so many good relationships do, over a meal at a restaurant table. But 

the restaurant was Chick fil A and the relationship has been more fitting of the 

Capital Grille!  

Going back a bit, Diane Mowery, Chaplain at Queens University, told me she had a 

former student we ought to talk with about our part-time Youth Coordinator 

position. She passed along his phone number, and from almost the first moment 

Amy and I had a good feeling. I think Joey did as well. 

Good relationships are often like that, you know? They’re 

just right. The camaraderie, the trust, the mutual respect, 

the enjoyment of spending time together. 

So, Joseph William Haynes has been with us for four years 

now -- and everyone loves Joey. And not just everyone at 

Park Road. On Sunday, for his first sermon, there were at 

least a dozen guests with us, friends and colleagues. Some 

of those are not “church people.” One is an avid atheist, 

but they all trust and love and respect Joey and wanted to 

be present to hear his first sermon. 

With all good relationships there has been mutuality and reciprocity. Joey thinks 

he’s the beneficiary (you know, we pay him so much!). We know the opposite is the 

case — that we are the ones getting the most benefit from the partnership! 

Our young people are attracted to his charisma, and we are so fortunate to have 

him as a mentor to them. He shows up for school events and extracurricular 

activities. They know he cares. He is sharing his life and experience with them, not 

just playing youth group games and leading cookie cutter Bible studies. 

For the last few months Joey has been lending his excitement to our children’s 

ministry, and occasionally he steps in to lead Coffee and Kibitz, our senior adult 

Bible study. He participates in worship leadership, and he is flexible and available 

and always happy… Joey never disappoints! 

Sunday’s worship was fulfilling and rewarding. Looking at it from a distance, it 

serves as a kind of metaphor, a visual symbol, for this mutuality. We had a great 

crowd on hand, guests and home folk, and you could feel everyone pulling for Joey 

as he stepped to the pulpit. But, once again, we were the beneficiaries of Joey’s 

good gifts. His sermon began with an engaging autobiography of those Pentecostal 

years in West Virginia and then he led us on an academic journey of 

understanding, finishing with an appropriate challenge to use our “salvation” to 

experience liberation and to offer it to those in our spheres of influence. 

Over the years Park Road has been the host church for a half a dozen seminary 

interns, and we have talked openly about our role as a “teaching congregation.” 

I like to think that our relationship with Joey, however long it lasts, is another point 

of a celebration in that identity. 

And, all good teachers will tell you that of all the people in the classroom, or the 

sanctuary, the teacher learns the most. Once again it is true -- if we are charged 

with teaching Joey anything, we are reaping the better harvest! 

Thank you, Joey! 
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COMING UP 
 

 

Wednesday, May 10 
6:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, May 11 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Friday, May 12 
7p The Polaskis host the Young Adults  

Topic: Service: The Needs Right 

in Front of You 

5:30-7:30p Children’s Movie Night 

 

Sunday, May 14 
Mother’s Day 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Gina Helt 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

 

Tuesday, May 16 
10:00a Coffee & Kibitz 

 

Thursday, May 18 
Noon: VSP 

 

Sunday, May 21 
Baccalaureate Sunday 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

Deacon of the Week: Peggy Pelton 

9:45a Sunday School and 

Sunday Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p until—Graduation Celebration  

at the Dean’s House 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Drive, B-206 

Matthews, NC 28105 

704-846-5539 
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Yoga Update  

The last day of yoga was May 7.  

Christ-centered Yoga sessions  

will resume in the fall. 

Sedgefield Elementary end-of-year Book Distribution 

Do we have enough books?  

Do we have enough money to buy new books?  

The short answer is, “No.”  

There can never be enough books!  

We currently have enough used books to give 

each child at least one book, with the 

exception of Pre-K where we will buy books 

since we do not have many donated at that 

level. We have enough money to ensure each child has at least 

one new book purchased to ensure both interest for the child 

and appropriate difficulty for the student.  

But two books - or three - or four - would be much better! We 

would love to have many more books for these kids who have so 

few books at home. Please consider contributing to this 

wonderful program. 

Bins for used books are in the narthex, outer office and 

Community Center. We will distribute all the books that were 

donated. We will spend every penny we receive on books.  

Checks can be made payable to Park Road Baptist with 

“Sedgefield Books” on the memo line. Deadline is May 22 to 

ensure we can process everything for the book distribution 

which will be June 1. Thank you for your help!  

CDC Staff Appreciation Week 

Last week we celebrated our CDC staff during Staff 

Appreciation Week! Teachers were honored with Duck donuts, 

flowers, chair massages, Bath and Body Works lotions, gifts 

from parents and monetary bonuses from Smart Start of Meck 

Co. We ended the week with a delicious dinner at Sir Edmond 

Halley’s, provided by parents. It was nice to sit at grown up 

tables and have grown up conversations! 

As a very special 

treat, CDC Board 

Chair Tara Brittain 

treated the CDC 

Admin team 

(Heather Gaskins 

and Tammy 

Watkins) to a 

session at A & R 

Wood Shop. We 

created some 

unique 

masterpieces.  

Thanks to all of our CDC parents who made us feel extra 

special! There’s one reason PRBCDC is one of the best centers 

in the city... our staff! 

Staff Appreciation 

Lunch at Sedgefield 

May 3 

Chicken fingers from 

Bojangles—thanks to 

Ken Reynolds for the 

donation! PRBC 

members also donated 

muffins for the occasion. 

Wild Goose Festival July 13-16 Hot Springs, NC 

. . . an art, music, story-driven 

transformational experience, 

grounded in faith inspired social 

justice. A 4 day festival filled with 

fun for the whole family.  

Rev. William Barber (left) will be 

headlining at the Wild Goose Festival. 

Plus, where else can you see 30 

bands over three days for just $169? 

Several sleeping options are available: cabins, camping and 

more. Jo-Dee Collins will be organizing a group camp site and 

you can contact her directly at 704-241-3023 or jdc@pat-

jodee.com. Use your promo code JODEE to get discounted 

tickets: learn more and register at http://wildgoosefestival.org/.  

Feel free to invite friends and neighbors and share the promo 

code. The more the merrier! 
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