
Meditation 
And now here is my secret, a very simple secret: It is only with the heart that 

one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye. 

          — Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince  

 

Welcome   Dan McClintock 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Solemn Melody  Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 

     

*Processional Hymn  
 Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped  LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

Sing praise to God, who has shaped and sustains all creation! 

Sing praise, my soul, in profound and complete adoration! 

Gladsome rejoice—organ and trumpet and voice— 

Joining God’s great congregation. 
 

Praise God, our guardian, who lovingly offers correction, 

Who, as on eagle’s wings, saves us from sinful dejection. 

Have you observed, how we are always preserved 

By God’s parental affection? 
 

Sing praise to God, with sincere thanks for all your successes, 

Merciful God ever loves to encourage and bless us. 

Only conceive, what godly strength can achieve: 

Strength that would touch and caress us. 
 

Sing praise, my soul, the great name of your high God commending. 

All that have life and breath join you, their notes sweetly blending. 

God is your Light! Soul, ever keep this in sight: 

Amen, amen never ending. 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Ken Reynolds 

God, the current of your love is flowing to us; 

We don’t want anything to get in the way of it— 

Not anything outside of us, 

Or anything inside our own hearts.  
 

We are beginning to understand that evil 

Is whatever impedes love. 

So help us, God; and don’t let us get caught in the trap 

Of following rules, 

Of observing tradition, 

Of controlling behavior, 

Of managing appearances, 

And ignoring the state of our hearts.  
 

We know we must be transformed from the inside out 

That we must do inner work to become aligned with love: 

Disconnecting from judgement, 

Releasing resentment, 

Clearing hostility, 

Relinquishing pride, 

Cultivating compassion, 

Creating peace.  
 

And we know that we must allow love to work on us, removing impediments, 

Restoring us to our truest nature: 

God-children, 

Love-centered, 

Heart-open, 

Christ-conscious, 

Creative beings, 

Reflecting your heart in ours.  
 

As we worship, let our hearts, like beacons, point the way to yours, 

Shining Love’s illumination. Amen. 

     — Fran Pratt  

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
If you, O God, should keep track of all our failures, none of us would 

make the grade. But your hands heap pardon on all the penitent. 

Forgiveness is your middle name. Mercy is your mandate; pardon, 

your provision. Declarations of amnesty flow from your lips. Every 

remorse is met with remission. The feet of your grace rush to our 

incarcerated souls. Forgive us when we prefer the attempt to get by 

on our own merit. Meet with mercy our failure to be as gracious to 

ourselves and each other as you are. Help us hear you rushing toward 

us; give us the grace to live in the light of your love. Amen.  

     — Adapted from the prayer "Amnesty" written by Ken Sehested  

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

 

 

Congregational Response   

 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go ST. MARGARET 

O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

that in thine ocean depths its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 

 

Children’s Time  LeDayne McLeese Polaski 

 

Scripture Lesson  Psalm 23 LeDayne McLeese Polaski 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 

waters; 

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Anthem      

 The King of Love My Shepherd Is                   Harry Rowe Shelley  

 Brittany Winans, alto; Hagan Ledda, bass (1858-1947)  

The King of love my Shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never, 

I nothing lack if I am His wnd He is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow my ransomed soul He leadeth, 

And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me, 

And on His shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth; 

And O what transport of delight from Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise within Thy house forever. 

  

Sermon                 “Knowing By Heart”  LeDayne McLeese Polaski 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Joey Haynes 

 

Mission Offering  
Our May Mission Offering will assist Friendship Trays in creating and delivering 

healthy meals to elderly and infirm community members in their homes. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Text-to-Give: 704.800.3901 and follow the prompts. 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

Offertory  
 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  arr. Dale Wood (1934-2003) 

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 My Shepherd Is the Living God CONSOLATION 
 

My shepherd is the living God, I therefore nothing need; 

In pastures fair, near pleasant streams you settle me to feed. 

You bring my wandering spirit back when I forsake your ways, 

And lead me for your mercy’s sake in paths of truth and grace. 
 

When I walk through the shades of death, your presence is my stay; 

A word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away. 

Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread; 

My cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head. 
 

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 

O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise. 

There would I find a settled rest, while others come and go— 

No more a stranger of a guest, but like a child at home. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it  

finds its rest in thee. 

          — Augustine of Hippo, Confessions  

Benediction  Dan McClintock 

Choral Response  

 Go Forth Into the World In Peace  Paul Sjolund (b. 1935)  

Go forth into the world in peace;  

Be of good courage, old fast to that which is good,  

Render to no one evil for evil. 

Go forth into the world in love; 

Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, 

Help the afflicted, honor all people; love and serve the Lord, 

Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

Go forth into the world in peace. 

 —Traditional, adapted and revised Paul Sjolund

Deacon of the Week: Ken Reynolds 

Ken has served in the role of Deacon before, but this year he serves as Chair. 

In addition to serving as a Deacon, Ken’s most faithful service through the 

years has been to help us find ways to enhance the beauty of our worship 

space through Advent decorations and the Easter lily cross and a Thanksgiving 

bounty on the communion table, just to name a few.  His eye for beauty indeed 

helps our worship experience to be more rich.  Ken works in the corporate  

office for Bojangles. 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  


