
May 23, 2018 

 

COMING UP 

 
Wednesday, May 30 
Men’s Book Study  

11:45a Charlotte Café 
 

Friday, June 1 
Fun Food Friday 

11:00a Meet at Church 
Table and Market Restaurant  

McAdenville 
 

Saturday, June 2 
Hope Team Training 

9:30a—PRBC 
 

Sunday, June 3 
Baccalaureate Sunday 

Reception to honor seniors following 
worship in Community Center 

AND 
5:00p Senior Celebration Dinner 

for youth and families of graduates 
 

Friends at Home 

Joan Mialik 

3915 Ashton Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

(704) 556-1330 

 

Recovering from Surgery 

Sandra Richardson, 

Sardis Oaks Rehab 

Susan Melson, 

Carmel Place 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

I love it when people accuse me of being too idealistic. Preachers are  
sometimes guilty of preaching with their heads in the clouds: a theology of 
“pie in the sky, by and by” or some bleeding-heart social gospel based on “thy 
kingdom come, on earth.” I guess it’s just a liability of the job. (The “Church 
101” textbook is pretty full of such idealism!) 
 

When I say “I 
love it,” I’m  
being ironic, of 
course,  
especially in 
light of all the 
times the  
accusation is 
really just a jab, 
a not-so-subtle suggestion that  
church-based idealism is out of touch with reality. Since I’ve been accused 
more than once, it strikes a little too close to home when I hear idealism from 
other quarters. 
 

Following our latest school shooting, the new President of the National Rifle 
Association, retired marine, Oliver North, was quick to explain the cause of the 
incident: “…we’re trying like the dickens to treat the symptom without treating 
the disease… youngsters who are steeped in a culture of violence.” So, the 
problem isn’t guns, it’s our violent culture. 
 

Talk about missing the irony... 
 

“Nearly all of these perpetrators are male… they’ve come through a culture 
where violence is commonplace. All we need to do is turn on a TV, go to a 
movie.” So, what we need to do is rid the country of violence, take the anger 
out of our young men. All we need to do is reduce the alienation many of them 
feel and just reduce all that pent-up aggression. 
 

(And sell more guns.) 
 

Folks, I’m not trying to be an angry commentator. I’m not trying to pick fights, 
to keep the animosity and division alive. I promise I am not. But this is absurd. 
Please tell me you understand that this is absurd. Who is being more idealistic 
– the pastor who is willing to try something (almost anything) of a practical 
nature that might take the means of murder out of the hands of angry young 
men, or the head of the nation’s largest gun lobbying organization, who just 
wants to make the nation kinder and gentler!? 
 

The committed pastor in me wants to say, “So, people are running from the 
Church in droves, all the while our young white men are becoming more and 
more violent. Does anyone see a connection?” The concerned citizen in me 
just wants to say, “We have more guns in this nation, per capita, than any  
nation on the face of the earth – and more mass shootings… Does anyone see 
the connection?” 
 

What I want is some movement, some practical action. But what do I know, 
I’m just an idealistic pastor with his head in the clouds? Maybe I should just 
stay out of politics and keep preaching Jesus. He’s the only answer. 
 

Right? 

I’m not trying to be an angry commentator. I’m not 

trying to pick fights, keep the animosity and  

division alive. I promise I am not . . . 

  . . . What I want is some movement, some 

practical action.  

Summer Worship Schedule:  

June 10 – August 19 
As we did last summer, we will again 
alter our schedule. Worship will be at 
10:00a in the sanctuary followed by 

a Sermon Talkback  
from 11:00-11:30a  
(this summer in the  
Community Center).  

 

Also, as we did last summer, we  
request your input for sermon topics 
or biblical texts, and favorite hymns 
for worship. There will be an insert 

for your requests provided in the next 
few Sunday bulletins, or you may 

email one of the ministers, or call the 
church office. 

We’re Having a Baby! 
Congratulations to Allison and Danny Wieland who will be 
welcoming a second little boy into their family in late 
June. Allison does a wonderful job in our finance office, 
and we will miss her as she takes maternity leave this 
summer.  
Fortunately for us, Cason Maccubbin, who was our  
previous Financial Administrator, will fill in for Allison 
from approximately June 28 through Labor Day. Nothing 
should change for you; our Finance Office will be in great 
hands – but lots will be changing for Allison!  
Congrats and best wishes, Allison. 

Welcome, Katie Parker! 
Katie has been visiting 
with us for several 
years now. She spent 
eight years as a  
reporter with a WSOC 
TV but has recently 
begun work in a local 
public relations firm. 
This move has given 
her more time to be 
home with her  
daughter, Liv. Husband 
Bryan works from 
home, with a company which provides drug education 
and awareness, particularly around the issue of steroids 
and other performance enhancing substances. 
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Youth News! 

Mission Trip Details— As our young people enter into the 

lives of others and build relationships with the people of 

Pittsburgh, they’ll experience God working through them at 

projects such as these: 

• Serve at the Boys and Girls Club Kids Camp. They will 

assist with many activities, including sports, crafts and 

games. 

• Help in the food pantry, packing bags, stocking shelves, 

doing food distribution, cleaning, and helping to serve 

some of the many people in the heart of a tough area. 

• Assist a housing organization by processing and  

       organizing donated furniture, appliances, and other  

       Goods in order to help families shop.                      

• Assist church volunteer staff move, remodel, and 

       re-launch a food bank and clothing ministry. 

• Work with an international humanitarian organization  

assisting the staff in packaging and shipping materials 

and organizing their distribution area. 
 

Baccalaureate Sunday—Join us Sunday June 3 as we  

celebrate our high school graduates. Hear what’s next for 

them and help us recognize there accomplishment. Seniors 

to be recognized: Brooks Baxley, Grayson Boatwright, Tyler 

Burgess, T. C. Counts, and Zoe Vigilant.  A reception to  

honor these young people will be held in the Community 

Center following worship. 
 

Bingo Fundraiser Results—THANK YOU to everyone who 

supported the Youth last Sunday. It was a great afternoon 

with our community. We raised almost $7,000 for our  

Summer Youth Mission Trip and other youth activities. And 

we had a lot of fun doing it! 

Packing for Sedgefield Book Drive 
For the third consecutive year, PRBC  
is sending books home with the  
students. This year, thanks to your 
generosity, as well as a sizable grant 
written by the Literacy Facilitator and 
Media Center Director at Sedgefield, 
we have over 6,000 new and used 
books to send home with the 460  
Sedgefield kids (as well as our own 
CDC NC PreK class). 
 

However, we need YOUR help to 
pack the "right" books in each child's bag. We will pack on 
Tuesday, May, 29 through Thursday, May,31. Each slot is 
for an hour but feel free to sign up for as many as you can. 
The sessions will be in the Youth Building. You do not need 
to bring anything - except your desire minister to and to 
help the kids at Sedgefield through the gift of books! 
 

Sign up online :https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-packing  Thank you! 

Mission Opportunities 

Hope Team Training, June 2 at 9:30a: A Hope Team  

consists of three to six volunteers who partner with a family 

to provide love, encouragement, and HOPE to support  

families on the path to long-term success and  

self- sufficiency.  

Men’s Shelter Lunch, Saturday, June 9 at 9:30a: We need 
your help to prepare 150 lunch bags and 300  
sandwiches in the Community Center. 

Sedgefield Proctors Needed 
Volunteers are needed to proctor End of Grade tests 
from 8:15a to 12:30p on Friday, May 25, Wednesday, May 
30, and Thursday May 31. Proctor training will be  
provided each morning of testing at 7:50a, in the school’s 
media center. Proctoring requires you to be on your feet all 
morning actively monitoring the students during testing. If 
you are able to serve as a proctor on one or all of these  
testing days, please contact Dan or the church office. 

Financial Update 
After the first third of the year, we are $16K behind on 
pledges toward our Annual Ministry Plan. Statements will 
be mailed this week showing your pledge balances. Please 
make note if you need to catch up on your pledge.  
Because our expenses are currently running under budget, 
we are essentially even for the year, which is great news,  
despite being behind on AMP pledges. Summer is coming 
when our youth and children have more activities planned  
and more of our folks travel. Now is a great time to make 
sure you are up-to-date with your giving. 


