
May 30, 2018 

 

COMING UP 

 
Friday, June 1 

Fun Food Friday 
11:00a Meet at Church 

Table and Market Restaurant  
McAdenville 

 
Saturday, June 2 

Hope Team Training 
9:30a—PRBC 

 
Sunday, June 3 

Baccalaureate Sunday 
Reception to honor seniors following 

worship in Community Center 
AND 

5:00p Senior Celebration Dinner 
for youth and families of graduates 

 
Sunday, June 10 

* Begin Altered Summer Worship 
Schedule: Worship at 10a followed by 
Sermon Talk-Back for Adults in the 
Community Center and Youth in the 

Youth Building and Children’s Sunday 
School in the Children’s Building 

* Deacon Training 11:45a-1:00p in 
the Youth Building  

(Light snacks provided) 
* Organ Concert 3:30p in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Friends at Home 

Jean Messick 

5800 Olde Providence Road #5710-C 

Charlotte, N. C. 28226 

(704) 366-0783 

 

Recovering from Surgery 

Sandra Richardson, 

Sardis Oaks Rehab 

Susan Melson, 

Carmel Place 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

I was raised in a patriotic home. We flew a flag for The Fourth and for  
Memorial Day and on other special occasions. In all the singing engagements 
my father has done over the years, except for his sacred repertoire, his favorite 
music has come from Broadway and the genre of all-things-American. If I’ve 
heard “You’re a grand old flag…” once, I’ve heard it a thousand times, sung, 
whistled, played, repeated in  
recordings! The music of 
America was always in the air of 
my childhood home. I’m grateful 
for that heritage. 
 

As children of the Great Depression, born in the early 1930s, my parents have 
lived enough of the bad times to really appreciate the value of our experiment 
with democracy and for individual freedoms and for the possibilities opened by 
our free market system. I’m grateful that because of their lived experience and 
the example they set, I learned to get all-goose-bumpy at the sound of the  
National Anthem, the raising of the flag, Taps at a graveside. 
 

Yesterday’s Memorial Day was particularly poignant for us, coming in close 
proximity to Amy’s mother’s death. Her sister has been going through Mom’s 
house and sending iPhone snapshots of some old family pictures she’s  
discovering of Daddy B and Ma Polly and their five children. Their three boys, 
AB Junior, James (Amy’s dad), and Ert all went to war. One did not come 
home.  
 

I’ve heard James tell the story many times. Junior had been on the front lines 
for almost the whole war. James had arrived in Germany later, but at one time 
Ma Polly and Daddy B had two sons there at once. One day James ran into a 
friend from home. He offered condolences: “I heard about your brother…” 
James had not heard, and he wouldn’t believe Junior was gone until he got 
solid confirmation. That confirmation came, but it was really only brought 
home after he’d returned to the dairy farm on AB Jacks Road. The family got 
notice one day that a coffin was being delivered.  
 

Daddy B wanted to make sure the body in that coffin was his oldest son, but 
he couldn’t bring himself to look. So James went. They opened the coffin, and 
then they buried a beloved son and brother. Alexander Bell Jacks, Jr. was one 
of an estimated 80,000,000 people who died in World War II. Think about 
that number. 80 million people — 3% of the global population in 1940 — 
gone. Hardly a family in this country (in the world?) escaped the pain that 
came to AB Jacks Road with their loss. 
 

Before she died, Mom had told us that Junior was “movie star good looking.” 
Instead, she married his brother, James. Both were handsome and athletic and 
smart and hard-working. I’ve been so fortunate to be part of what is still  
coming to be of James Jacks’s family, but Memorial Day made us wonder what 
Junior would have done with his life? What might he have made of himself? 
What family might he have left as a legacy? 
 

We’ll never know, of course. In patriotic gratitude we can only be grateful for 
the life he lived, the  service he rendered, the sacrifice he made. And if our 
patriotism is informed by our Christian conviction, we should also ask 
forgiveness from those whose lives were lost by working and praying to learn 
from our mistakes. Memorial Day shouldn’t glamorize our losses. It 
should make us committed to finding a better way forward. 

Memorial Day shouldn’t glamourize our loses 

but make us committed to finding a better 

way forward.  

Called Church Conference 

June 17, 2018 
Our Ministry Council has 

recommended that the congregation 
vote whether to maintain or sever 

ties with the Cooperative  
Baptist Fellowship. This issue 

comes as a result of a CBF hiring 
policy that broadens the inclusion 
of, but still discriminates against 

LGBTQ persons. Our Ministry 
Council and Deacons have had 

multiple discussions over the last 
few months. Articles have been 
published in the newsletter, and 

there was a Wednesday night 
discussion dedicated to the issue. If 
you would like reading materials to 
help inform your decision, please 

contact the church office. The vote 
will take place in the Community 

Center immediately following 
worship on June 17. 

Summer Worship Series 
Thank you for the many requests for 
sermon texts and topics we have  
received. “I hate the KJV translation 
of Romans 8.28. Could you talk about 
that?” “What about resurrection?” “Is 
Jesus really the only way?” “The Bible 
says, ‘Whatever you ask for in prayer you will receive.’ Really?’ “The Song of  
Solomon is pretty steamy – why is it in the Bible?” We can’t address all of these 
in 11 summer Sundays, but we’re sure this will provide for some interesting  
sermons – and for “Sermon Talkback!” 

In Memoriam 
We want to keep our deceased members alive by keeping their names before us 
and by continuing to tell their stories. We have a dedicated page on the church 
website where we will post eulogies spoken at our memorial services. Russ and 
Amy will not be able to provide tributes for those who have died prior to their 
tenure at Park Road, but if you would send in a reflection of any member who 
died before 2000, we would love to post this. 
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Organ Concert 

On June 10, award-winning high 

school organist, Justin 

Brueggeman will present a  

concert at Park Road Baptist 

Church at 3:30p in the  

sanctuary. He is a private student 

of Joby Bell at Appalachian State 

University and has won several 

prestigious organ  

scholarship competitions. Justin 

will also play the prelude in the 

morning service on June 10. 

Mission Opportunities 

Hope Team Training, June 2 at 9:30a: A Hope Team  

consists of three to six volunteers who partner with a family 

to provide love, encouragement, and HOPE to support  

families on the path to long-term success and  

self- sufficiency.  
 

Men’s Shelter Lunch, Saturday, June 9 at 9:30a: We need 
your help to prepare 150 lunch bags and 300  
sandwiches in the Community Center. 

Child Development Center Graduation 
Train up a child in the way that he or she should go: and 
when old, he nor she will depart from it. (Proverbs 22.6) 
Our campus is full of life all day every day with children. 
Our pledge is to keep them safe and let them know they are 
loved. All of the other ways they learn and grow in their 
time here is “icing on the cake.” Our Sharks class just 
celebrated a “graduation” as we help to launch them into 
Kindergarten. They are ready, and we are honored to have 
had a small role in preparing them for this next step in 
their education and care. 

Connect with Park Road 
There are several ways to stay in touch with all that is 
happening at Park Road. 
 

Our website, parkroadbaptist.org 
has links to our newsletter, recent 
sermons, the church calendar, the 
church blog, and a place to sign up 
online for our various mission  
opportunities. It also has a  
Contact page to send us information or ask questions. 
 

On the social media front, Park Road has a public  
Facebook page and a private FaceBook group page. Both 
are excellent ways to follow the day to day activities at the 
church and to connect with other members and friends in 
our community. We also have a Twitter account with  
frequently provides links to sermons, blogs, and news of 
the church. 
 

Of course, there's no substitute for actually being at 
church and in community with other members, but our 
online communications can keep you up to date and  
connected between visits! 

Men’s Book Study 
Our study of Anne Lamott’s book, Help, Thank, Wow: The 
three Essential Prayers, continues this Wednesday. All men 
are invited to grab a book and join Russ at 11:45a at the 
Charlotte Café. (The group will not meet on June 6, but will 
resume on June 13 and 20.) 

Packing of the Books Underway 
George Miles has organized the effort, 
and with over 30 church volunteers 
assisting, more than 6500 books will 
be hand picked, sorted and packed. 
Every child at Sedgefield will receive 
10 books. What a major undertaking! 

 


