
April 17, 2019 

COMING UP 
 

 

 
 

April 18 
Noon-Very Special People 
Adult Luncheon Program 

 

Maundy Thursday 
Dinner beginning at 5:30p 
Worship and Communion in 

Milford Chapel at 6:30p 
 

April 19 
Fun Food Friday 
Strawberry Hill 

On Friday, join us as we travel to 
Chesnee, SC. We will tour the 

Cowpens Battle Grounds, then enjoy 
lunch at Strawberry Hill Restaurant. 
We will meet at the church at 9:00a 

and return by 2:00p. 
 

 April 21 
Easter Sunday 

Immediately following worship there 
will be an Easter Egg Hunt for 

children of all ages. 
 

April 24 
Last Wednesday Night Dinner and 

Program for the Spring. The children 
will sing before they pack backpack 

snacks and the program for adults will 
be a presentation from  

Refugee Support Services. 
 

Friends at Home 
Marjorie Walker 
19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC 28704 
828-684-7782 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Mondays and Thursdays 
Senior Adult Exercise 

9:00a 

Do you and your spouse ever completely agree on the floorplan and the fixtures 
and the colors and the furnishings? Unless you are the sole decider, I wonder if 
there has ever been a unanimously-approved building project, anywhere,  
anytime!? 

The YMCA wants to expand the swimming facility… the non-profit needs to  
re-locate… the Boy Scout troop has to have more space… the church votes to 
renovate the sanctuary… My guess is that when it comes to brick and mortar, 
there has never been a shortage of opinions! 

We are closing in on the completion of our capital campaign – so just as a  
reminder, if you have not returned your pledge card, please do so ASAP. I don't 
mind raising money, for special projects or our Annual Ministry Plan, but I do 
hate to have to sound like a nag! Amy and I hope you will support this campaign. 
It would be so helpful if you could respond as soon as possible. 

I believe we are succeeding in 
this project because there is a 
great deal of enthusiasm about 
the renovation, and agreement 
that the other capital needs are 
also necessary. But, there is not 
uniform agreement. I did not 
expect that when we built our 
Community Center, when we  
renovated the Chapel, and I have 
not expected unanimous consent 
regarding the sanctuary. 

But that has not kept most people from supporting the project. And, isn't that 
what community is all about? 

In the church conference, years ago, when the congregation voted to construct 
our Community Center, one of the very few dissenting votes came from the late 
Anne Stuck. Anne had opinions. Anne never minded expressing them! So hers 
was a very vocal "No!" when the question was called. 

And the very next week, Anne stopped by my office to give me her pledge card for 
the building! What's more, sometime over the next couple of years before her 
pledge was completed, Anne came to my office again. She was getting ready to 
take a cruise so she handed me an envelope that included instructions to her 
attorney: should she die before returning home, her commitment to our building 
was to be paid in full by her estate! Wow. Community at its best. 

I appreciate every gift of time and talent and treasure you make supporting this 
community of faith in the efforts we choose as a congregation. But I have never 
had any more appreciation than for Anne Stuck, who supported with her money a 
project she could not fully endorse with her heart. 

I believe in this project. I know it is brick and mortar. I know there is a cosmetic/
aesthetic element to it. I also believe we can talk about a “theology of space” 
that informs how we construct facilities and take care of them. Just like our own 
homes, our facilities make a statement about who we are, and what we value. 

Amy and I value community, perhaps above any other aspect of our work as your 
pastors. Are we really a community? Can others, especially newcomers, see it, 
feel it, experience that community? Do we really try to live as community? How 
do we express that?  

Thank you for being our community. And thank you for supporting this expression 
of our life together, especially any of you whose gifts are less an expression of 
agreement than of participation. 

Easter Lilies can be purchased in  
honor or in memory of family and 

friends. Youth will be selling them on 
 

You are invited to a new 
milestone celebration 

for Rev. LeDayne 
McLeese Polaski, who is 
not retiring, but instead 
rewiring in service to the  
gospel of Jesus Christ.  

RSVP by May 2 to  
Allison Paksoy at  

allison@bpfna.org.  

This is the serving crew for the 
Men’s Shelter Lunch last Saturday. 

They prepared and served more 
than 150 meals.  

Next opportunity for this ministry is 
Saturday, June 8,  

from 10:45a-1:00p. 
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Pews for Sale 
With some investigation, we have learned that these pews 
are made of a type of mahogany, so the wood alone could 
be quite expensive. We have about 24 pews that are  
available, and we will begin with a suggested donation of 
$100 for the shorter pews and $150 for the long, center 
pews. Please note that the pews are being stored and will 
not be returned to Charlotte until early in the summer. 
The pews have also been disassembled, though they 
should not be difficult to re-assemble, and this will allow 
them to be cut to any size. Please speak with Russ if you 
are interested, and if you need help reassembling your 
pew!  

Youth Group Fundraiser 

Fund raising for this year’s Youth Summer Mission Trip 

will feature a silent auction of many exciting items and 

activities donated by church members and Park Road  

Connection Groups. Instead of a one day event, our youth 

will be found each week, before and after worship,  

overseeing Silent Auction items and fun raffle baskets.  

The auction will begin Easter Sunday and run through 

June 2nd. Item descriptions and silent auction bid sheets 

will be available for review in the Community Center each 

Sunday morning. Youth Group members will also be  

holding raffle sales for a variety of Gift Baskets each  

Sunday morning. 

Some of the items available for bid include: 

• Art work by David French and Ron Pelt 

• A pool party at the Dean’s  

• Dinners for 6-8 people hosted at various member 

homes 

• Services provided by Youth Group members 

• House Concert with Brandon Williams & friends  

• Wine & Cheese at Debbie & Dona’s 

• A massage from Megan Oakley 

• And many more items! 

All proceeds will go directly to cover expenses for the 

Youth Group’s Summer Mission Trip to Raleigh June 16-

21. Get your ‘paddles’ ready and please come back each 

week! Thank you for your generous support of our  

wonderful young people! 

Cuba Presentation on Wednes-

Our Cuba travelers will share 

information, anecdotes and 

personal impressions of their 

recent visit to Carlos Rojas 

along with a slide show with 

Please come and see what’s 

Greetings and Grace 
We began this simple program in December, and have 
had two successful days. We invite you to come on the 
fourth Sunday, April 28, prepared to go to lunch, perhaps 
getting to know someone new. If you will enter your name 
on the sign up as you come to worship that day, you will 
be paired with a few other folks. Groups can choose what 
local restaurant to enjoy together. This is a wonderful way 
to get to know some new folks, and to share time with 
some old friends. Please join in. 

Youth/Children/Families Backpack Snack Event 
We need one more Backpack Snack event to get us 
through the end of the year. We only have to pack  
500, and the  
2018-2019 school 
year will be in the 
books. Youth and 
children and  
families will be the 
ones to finish this 
mission on 
Wednesday, April 24 from 6:45-7:30p.  

Joey Haynes, MDiv 
Finally, after five years of Saturday classes, we have a 
graduate! Joey completed his Master of Divinity and  
enjoyed a weekend graduation celebration from Union 
Presbyterian Seminary. Congratulations, Joey! 

Called Church Conference 
Following worship on Sunday April 28, there will be a 
brief conference for us to approve additional nominations 
for our CDC Committee. No other business will be  
considered.  


