
 

Good Tidings
May 22, 2019

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul
COMING UP

Mondays and Thursdays  
Senior Adult Exercise  

9:00a 

May 26 
Greetings & Grace Lunch Groups 

Following Worship 

May 28-31 
Book Sorting (See Article Page 2) 

June 2  
Baccalaureate Sunday  

Dinner at 5p in Gym 

June 8 
Men’s Shelter Lunch 

Sunday, June 9  
Begin Summer Worship Schedule  

See announcement below 

June 14 
Fun Food Friday 

Cowpens Battlefield 
Lunch at Strawberry Hill 

June 16-21 
All Youth Mission Trip to Raleigh 

June 17  
Charlotte Knights Baseball 

Remembering Friends at Home 
Thelma Koernert 

733 Plantation Estates Dr.  B-206 
Matthews, NC 28105 

704-846-5539 

A Letter from Monty Bennett 
May 18, 2019


Dear Russ, Amy, Park Road Staff, and Congregation, 

On the First Sunday of Advent 18 years ago, I received a panicked phone call 
from Marianne Anderson asking me if I would be available that day to play the 
organ at Park Road because their substitute organist (it was the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving) was sick and they didn’t have anyone to play.  “And by the way…
you also have to direct the choir.”  I immediately grabbed some music, took my 
organ shoes and robe, and was out the door—probably speeding up I-77 from 
Rock Hill. 

Little did I know that morning that 
Park Road would become a huge part 
of my life over the next many years 
and that I would eventually become 
the Music Director/Organist of the 
congregation and how much you all 
would touch my life in such amazing 
ways.  However, it is bittersweet that I 
must announce that a new musical 
opportunity has literally fallen into my 
lap, and in order to pursue this new 
venture, I must resign from Park Road 
as Music Director/Organist as of 
Sunday, July 28, 2019.   

There is a Yiddish proverb that states, 
“Man plans and God laughs,” and this new musical opportunity has brought that 
saying to life.  It was a strange set of coincidences that opened the doors for this 
position, and, because there were so many signs that could only have been 
orchestrated by God, I felt that I had to pursue it.   Beginning in August, I will 
become the first full-time Music Director of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in 
Indian Land, SC. 

With growth comes pain, and this is one of those times.  I will miss the day to 
day interaction with the amazing Park Road staff and clergy, as well as the 
inspiring congregation who have brought me so much love and joy over the past 
6 years as a staff member and the 12 previous years as a friend of the church.   

The biggest sense of peace I have about this transition is that I do not have to 
move out of the area, so I will still be able to come to programs or concerts or 
special services and see you all.  I cannot thank you all for the love and 
appreciation you’ve shown me and I hope that you have felt it from me in return.  
Park Road is beyond amazing—for so many reasons!   

I can only say thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving you and being 
part of the Park Road family and look forward to continued friendships. 

I wish you all God’s peace and love,               -Monty 

Capital Campaign Update 
Almost there!

A Progressive Christian Voice for Charlotte

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS JUNE 9 
We will begin our summer worship schedule on Sunday, June 9th.  Join us for worship 
at 10a followed by our Sermon Talk-Back forum at 11a for Adults in the Community 
Center.  

Also at 11a, our Youth will meet in the Youth Building and Children’s Sunday School 
will gather in the Children’s Building. Join us!

What brings you joy? Thanks to Chelsy 
Mitchell and her bulletin board for asking 
the question —and inviting responses.
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Thank You Park Road 

Dear PRBC Family, 

Thank you for the many expressions of sympathy shared with us 
during the recent illness and passing of our brother.  Your cards, 
phone calls and personal messages helped make this difficult 
time a little easier to endure.  

We are very so fortunate to be a part of such a loving and caring 
congregation.  With love and deep appreciation, 

Joyce Thomas and Louise Waters

Packing for End-of-Year Book Send 
Home for Marie G Davis 

Park Road Baptist is coordinating an end-of-year book 
send home for the kids at Marie G Davis K-8 School. This 
year, thanks to your 
generosity, we have 
almost 6,000 new and 
used books to send 
home with the 550+ 
kids at Marie G Davis. 
For the first time in the 
4 years we have been 
doing this, we will be 
packing books for 6th to 
8th graders. 

And we need YOUR help 
to pack the "right" books in each child's bag. We will be 
packing on Tuesday, 5/28, through Thursday, 5/30. 
Each slot is for an hour, but feel free to sign up for as 
many as you can. 

Sign up online at the Park Road website under 
“Resources”.  Thank you!

Celebrating our 
Teachers 

Park Road is fortunate 
to have a dedicated 
group of teachers who 
rotate teaching our 
Children’s Sunday 
School. We also have 
Shepherds provided by 
the Youth Group.  

Thanks to everyone for 
your love and 
dedication.

Youth Group Fundraiser 
 
The Youth Group Fundraiser will continue to oversee the 
Silent Auction of items and fun raffle baskets. 

Instead of a one day event, the Auction will run through June 
2nd , before and after service. 

Thank you for supporting our Youth as they prepare for their 
Summer Mission Trip to Raleigh.

Celebrating LeDayne 
Polaski as she steps 
down from her work as 
Executive Director of 
Baptist Peace Fellowship 
and prepares for the 
next chapter in her life.  

Congratulations, 
LeDayne!

Final VSP Luncheon of the 
Spring 

Our VSP Connection Group for 
senior adults enjoyed their last 
monthly get together until next 
fall. The event was made even 
more special by the St. Ann’s 
Children’s Choir which is 
directed by our own Lorie 
Gabriel.  A perfect way to end 
the season!

Upcoming Mission Opportunities  
Uptown Men’s Shelter Lunch June 8  

Contact Dan McClintock or the Church Office to Sign Up to Help
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