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From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 
It’s an old saw for me at this point, one of my favorite soap boxes. I’d apologize for 
talking about it again, but I hope you can appreciate your pastor’s vocal advocacy for 
THE CHURCH! I am an unapologetic fan, and I worry about what it will mean if we, as 
a nation, let it slip away. 

Last summer prior to that big Scottish wedding, Amy and I met friends from England 
along the first 12 miles of our 61-mile pilgrimage from Edinburgh to St. Andrews. 
We were introduced to Kate and Tony when we walked 70+ miles of El Camino de 
Santiago together. He’s a retired barrister; she’s a former teacher, and we have a lot 
of common convictions, though active church life is not one of them. 

They were both raised in the Church of England, but like most folks there, they have 
moved away from institutional religious life. So, when I asked them, “Is there 
anything missing in British life and culture because the Church no longer plays a 
prominent role?” I braced for either polite criticism or enthusiastic ambivalence. 
Instead, both responded immediately: “Yes!” 

She correlates the demise of church attendance with the loss of family, and the 
structure that it brings to school children, adolescents, and the youth of England. 
Attuned to the laws that lead to order and the structured conduct of a society, Tony 
said, “We have no codes.” 

He didn’t mean they have no laws. He meant there were no longer any underlying 
ethics, no un-written rules, no universal convictions of etiquette or courtesy, much 
less of right and wrong, good and bad, generosity and vulgarity. According to our 
British friends, their people live any kind of way they want because there is no longer 
a basic, shared order – which the Church once gave to their society. 
  
When Notre Dame went up in flames, a world-wide congregation wept with Paris. It 
reminded me of the global attendance at Megan and Harry’s royal wedding at 
Windsor Castle, and, in a different way, the sense of global community we 
experienced after 9/11. But what were the French masses actually mourning as the 
cathedral’s spire collapsed, and why did that largely unreligious nation gather to 
light candles and sing hymns? 
      
My strong conviction is that we are spiritual creatures at heart, embodied souls who 
long for mystery, transcendence, “God” – whether our Enlightened intellect or our 
jaded experience will let us admit it or not. The proof I offer for my conviction is that 
the great tragedies and celebrations of life speak to human beings on such a deep 
level that no ordinary response will suffice. The Psalmist says, “Deep calls to deep” – 
so we cry out in ways that are undeniably religious. 
      
People filled churches after 9/11, lit candles, kept silence, sang songs together, 
made commitments to live and serve better. Bishop Curry’s homily at that Royal 
wedding evoked a world-wide response – because it was much more than a great 
speech. As a sermon, it invoked the transcendent conviction of love (born of God!), in 
an ethic called marriage. Parisians sensed in that uncontrollable inferno much more 
than the loss of a 900 year-old building. 
      
I’m sure many would disagree with me, but I believe the response of the world 
proves otherwise. God is real. You can feel it in the deepest longings, the pure 
emotions, the native utterances of people when the grip of pain or the flight of 
ecstasy reveals our instinct to…worship. 
      
I hope you will be in church on Sunday!                                                              - Russ

Mondays and Thursdays  
Senior Adult Exercise  

9:00a 

May 12  
Meet & Greet After Worship 

May 16-18  
Park Road hosts the Baptist Peace 

Fellowship of North America 

May 16  
Celebration Dinner honors  
LeDayne McLeese Polaski 

May 18  
Women’s Fellowship and Fun  

Home of Karen Burgess  4:00-7:00p 

May 26 
Greetings & Grace Lunch Groups 

Following Worship 

May 28-31 
Book Sorting (See Article Below) 

June 2  
Baccalaureate Sunday  

Dinner at 5p in Gym 

Remembering Friends at Home 
Mary Galloway 

3220 Spring Valley Road 
Charlotte, NC 28210 

704-554-5834

Karen Burgess will host our next women’s event on May 18, from 
4:00-7:00p with an informal time of fellowship and fun. We are asking 
that you bring a photo of yourself from the past to share! 

Everyone is invited!  Karen’s address: 2604 Creek Manor Dr, Waxhaw NC.

Mission Offering for May  
 

Our May Mission Offering will assist 
Friendship Trays in creating and delivering 

healthy meals to elderly and infirm 
community members in their homes.

Capital Campaign Update

Women’s 
Fellowship & Fun 

Gathering  
May 18th!

Young Adults Meeting for Lunch 

COMING UP
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      Support our  
Summer Book Drive! 

Read Charlotte is a local non-
profit committed to improving 
children’s literacy with a goal of 
doubling reading proficiency 

from 39% to 80% for 
Mecklenburg County’s 3rd graders. We at Park Road can 
help the children at Marie G Davis K-8 IB school by 
helping create home libraries, and promoting summer 
reading. 

Again this year, Park Road Baptist is coordinating an 
effort to send home books with students for the summer
—this year for all the 550+ kids at Marie G Davis! 

If you have any gently used books (children or adult) to 
donate, you can bring them by the church office or 
contact George Miles (gmiles85@hotmail.com, 
423-292-8972). 

If you would like to make a monetary gift to buy books, 
flag your contribution to Park Road Baptist as “Mission 
(Book Drive)”. 

We can also use your physical help as we pack the 
books into individualized bags for each child. This work 
will be done the week of May 28-31. A Sign-Up Genius 
list we be available shortly. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the lives of children 
here in Charlotte!

Park Road Music Notes from Monty Bennett 

During the sermon series on Psalms, all the hymns and 
choral music will be based on the Psalm of the day.   

The Book of Psalms has been called “the first hymnal” 
and to this day, Jewish congregations and many Reformed 
Protestant churches only sing Psalms.  

The Psalms that we will be singing will range from chant, 
to hymns, and anthems.  My hope is that you will find 
comfort and strength from these ancient texts and that by 
using them in new and different ways will deepen your 
faith.

Save the Date!   
Park Road’s next  

Intergenerational Church Retreat  
will be August 30 to September 1.  

Stay tuned for more details soon and make 
plans to join us!

Thanks to everyone who helped with our recent 
Backpack Snack Packing event. Volunteers packed 
450 snack bags for the children at Marie G. Davis 
Elementary!

Youth Group Fundraiser  
 
Fund raising for this year’s Youth Summer Mission Trip features a 
silent auction of many exciting items and activities donated by 
church members and Park Road Connection Groups. Instead of a 
one day event, our youth will be found each week, before and 
after worship, overseeing Silent Auction items and fun raffle 
baskets.  

All proceeds will go directly to cover expenses for the Youth 
Group’s Summer Mission Trip to Raleigh June 16- 21. Get your 
‘paddles’ ready and please come back each week!  

Thank you for your generous support of our wonderful young 
people!   
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