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I don’t know why we keep being surprised: “Can you believe how time flies, it’s 

almost… Easter… summer time… time for school to start again… Thanksgiving… 

that great holiday blurr… it’s almost CHRISTMAS!” 

Yes, that’s right. Because it’s been about 365 days since we said it last year, “It is 

beginning to look a lot like Christmas.” (Though it does begin to look a lot like 

Christmas a little earlier each year! Can you believe the commercials and the carols 

and the candy canes are already here!?) 

Since our commercialized Christmas comes a little earlier each year, Advent, which a 

lot of people do not understand, is having an even more difficult time selling the 

benefits of preparing for Christmas. With the advertisers and the vendors, we just 

jump in. In a lot of the stores, it’s already here – no preparation is needed. When we 

throw a dinner party, though, invite special friends, we don’t just open the door – 

we clean up, clean out, dress up, sweep the floor; we spend time and energy getting 

ready. 

The story we will tell this Christmas, again, is of a special guest, who is making his 

way to our town. The season of Advent bids us prepare, for if we can get ready, make 

room on our calendars, maybe this season we will actually experience Jesus, “in the 

breaking of the bread” (Luke 24). If we’re prepared for it, maybe we’ll find him even 

in our parties and in our offices and in our tree-trimmed homes… and in our hearts. 

Yes, it’s about that time, again. Are we ready? 

And… because it’s also that time of the year, we’re trying to wrap up our stewardship 

campaign BEFORE we get into December, so please remember: 

from the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

Good Tidings is intended for our members and friends. 

Please notify us if you no longer wish to receive this 

publication. Thank you! 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 
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Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, November 16 
5:30p Wednesday Night 

Fellowship Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue “Justice in 

American Life,” Parks Helms, 

Speaker 
 

Thursday, November 17 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

12:00p VSP 
 

Sunday, November 20 

Commitment Sunday 
Deacon of the Week: Barry Burke 

9:30a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

Noon: Potluck Lunch and 

Alternative Gifts Market  
 

Remembering in Prayer 
Ken Kinnard  

CMC Pineville 

Chet Helt, recuperating at home 
 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Sara Eggleston 

111 S. Congress Street, #110 

York, SC 29745 

Sedgefield Gift Shop  

Sedgefield Elementary School has changed the holiday gift 

program. In the past, the Family Advocate asked us to 

adopt a family and to buy gifts for that family. This year, 

the school will set up a “store” where families can 

purchase gifts they wish to buy at greatly reduced prices. 

This approach has the advantage of allowing families to 

purchase gifts of their choice very inexpensively, and it 

also raises money for school projects such as field trips.  

The school is asking for donations of preselected specific 

items such as dolls or games. If you would like to donate 

either individually or through your Connection Group, 

contact Dan for a copy of the gift list, or you may donate 

financially for items to be purchased and then sold at the 

Sedgefield Gift Shop. 

This Sunday, November 20 is 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY. 

Please fill out both sides of your pledge card and bring it to worship on Sunday  

(or mail it to the office this week). 

Volunteers Needed for Book Fair  

at Sedgefield Elementary 

The new media specialist at Sedgefield Elementary, 

Ms. Lipscomb, is holding a Scholastic Book Fair, the 

first in several years, at Sedgefield during early 

December. She needs help to make this a success.  

She is seeking volunteers to help set up and take down 

the displays, as well as to escort children.  

Set-up is Thursday, December 1, take-down is Monday, 

December 12. The Book Fair will run from Friday, 

December 2 to Friday, December 9. You may sign up 

to volunteer: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield.  

Charlotte’s 41st Annual Citywide Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service will be at 7p, November 22, 

Providence Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road. 

This service welcomes people of all faiths and 

backgrounds to celebrate diversity and pray for 

unity in these challenging times. This year’s 

theme is inspired by the familiar anthem that 

closes each gathering:  

“Let there be peace on earth  

and let it begin with me.” 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 

Every seven years we get to wake up to Santa Claus – 

and then come to church! We hope you will!  

Come as you are and join us  

for a 10:00a worship service in a more casual setting 

(no morning Connection Groups).  

Children are encouraged to bring one small toy for 

“show and tell” during Children’s Time.  

Merry Christmas! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4caaae2daafe3-sedgefield


Sunday, December 4 at 5:00 pm – Oils Seminar 
Have you ever wondered why the Wise Men brought Frankincense and Myrrh to the birth of Jesus? JoDee Collins will 

lead an interactive seminar that will give us a glimpse into the mystery of the use of oils and incense during biblical 

times as well as how and why we have lost this mysterious tradition in our modern faith. We will walk from the time 

of Jesus all the way to the 1900s that have shaped our ideas and beliefs about healing body, mind and soul. This is 

a perfect way to use our senses in our Advent preparation. 

Wednesday, December 7 – Christmas Banquet with Myers Park Jazz Band 
Amy and a few sous chefs will prepare a meal and our children will sing Christmas music. Dinner will be served at 

5:30p. The cost is $6 for adults and $3 for children. Our entertainment will be provided by the very talented 

Myers Park Jazz Band and the program will begin at 6:30p. Please call or email the church to make reservations!  

 

 

Saturday, December 10 

& Friday, December 23: 

Room in the Inn 

About 10 nights during the 

winter, we provide housing 

for the homeless on our 

campus. Volunteers are 

needed to set up, drive, 

cook, spend the night and 

do laundry. Since 1996, 

the Urban Ministry Center 

has partnered with colleges 

and congregations of many 

faiths to open their facilities 

to provide shelter and food 

for homeless people during 

the winter months. The 

simple goal is to keep 

homeless people from 

freezing on cold winter 

nights. A greater goal is to 

provide a more personal 

relationship to homeless 

people, at least for a night, 

and a deeper understanding 

of the depth and 

complexity of the issue. 

Sign up to help here. 

Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service  

This annual service, at 5:00p, will be a warm, candle-light service filled with 

many of the sounds of the season. Music is always an important part of this 

worship service, and we will enjoy communion together as we culminate our 

Advent waiting on the coming of Christ. 

Tuesday, December 27 and Friday, December 30 –  

Park Road Church Office Closed 

Saturday, December 31 – Take Down Day 

Join us at 9:00a to undecorate the church. The season is over… but the 

celebration continues! 

Sunday, December 18 – Soup and Caroling 

We will meet at the church at 5:00p and enjoy 

lots of homemade soups from some of 

Park Road’s best cooks. After filling up, we’ll 

pile into trucks and trailers filled with hay and 

make our way through the neighborhood behind 

the church and sing carols to our church 

members who live close by. 

Saturday, December 3 – Decoration Day 

Every year on the first Saturday of December, everyone is invited to help decorate 

the church campus in preparation for Christmas. Those who want an early start 

will gather at the Golden Corral on South Boulevard at 7:00a. Following a hearty 

buffet breakfast, they will tromp through the woods to get the Chrismon Tree for 

the Sanctuary. Any others can gather at the Flying Biscuit in the Park Road 

Shopping Center to eat together at 8:00a. Everyone is invited to converge on the 

campus at 9:00a to begin decorating. The party is usually over by noon.  

Come join the fun for all or part of the time. It really is FUN! 

2016 Advent Season Activities 2016 Advent Season Activities 

Thursday, December 1 – Light Up A Life Hospice Memorial Service 

Hospice has again invited Park Road to host this annual memorial service, which will be at 7:00p. So much joy and laughter 

are part of the holiday season, but it is also the hardest time of the year for many people who are left to live in the wake of 

death. No matter how old our grief, a service to bring peace and comfort in the midst of our burdens helps many. 

Thursday, December 8 – Senior Adult Drop-In 

All Senior Adults are invited from 11:00a-1:00p to enjoy goodies and fellowship 

and to celebrate the season at the home of Beth Heaton on Rutledge Avenue. The 

younger women of the church sponsor this holiday event. 

Friday, December 9 – Youth Progressive Dinner  

Several parents will host this special evening of fellowship and a lot of food! Meet 

at the church at 5:30 to start. At the end of the night, Youth will have a gift 

exchange. All gifts must be handmade or must support a non-profit organization.  

Thursday, December 15 – Very Special People (VSP) 

Our monthly Senior Adult gathering will  

eat lunch at noon and then hear a holiday program provided by Lori Gabriel, vocalist, 

who will bring us an extra holiday treat! 

Friday, December 16 – Stop Hunger Now 

Stop Hunger Now gets food and life-saving aid to the 

world’s most vulnerable people and works to end 

global hunger in our lifetime. On Friday, from 6 - 9p, 

Park Road will gather to pack meals. Our goal is 

50,000 meals. Please come and join us for this 

worthy cause. It’s an event for all ages. It is not only 

vitally important, but it is also a joyful time!  

Sunday, November 27;  

Advent I: As If… We Really Did Hope As If… 

Living Lives Determined by Expectation 

In The As If Principle, Richard Wiseman suggests that to act as if something 

is real actually changes the way we live. Fake a grin for 30 seconds – and 

you’ll feel better! People who are able to see things differently are able to 

shift their reality. During Advent we will look at four “As Ifs…” 

Saturday, December 10 – Men’s Shelter of Charlotte Lunch 

Park Road Baptist members coordinate and serve a meal every other month on Saturdays at the Uptown Men’s 

Shelter. Volunteers are needed to coordinate meals, purchase food and serve. This time is a great opportunity for 

families to volunteer together. The shelter is located at 1210 North Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28206. Sign up to 

help here. 

Sunday December 4; Advent II:   As If… We Really Believed in Peace 

Sunday, December 11; Advent III:   As If… Joy is Not Fleeting 

Sunday, December 18; Advent IV:   As If… Love Is The Greatest 
The Children’s Choir will join with the Sanctuary Choir and brass ensemble to present 

“Savior of the Nations, Come.” This work is an Advent and Christmas hymn festival 

based on traditional carols of the season interspersed with short readings and 

congregational participation.  

http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up-to-help/
http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up-to-help/
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Sedgefield Gift Shop  

Sedgefield Elementary School has changed the holiday gift 

program. In the past, the Family Advocate asked us to 

adopt a family and to buy gifts for that family. This year, 

the school will set up a “store” where families can 

purchase gifts they wish to buy at greatly reduced prices. 

This approach has the advantage of allowing families to 

purchase gifts of their choice very inexpensively, and it 

also raises money for school projects such as field trips.  

The school is asking for donations of preselected specific 

items such as dolls or games. If you would like to donate 

either individually or through your Connection Group, 

contact Dan for a copy of the gift list, or you may donate 

financially for items to be purchased and then sold at the 

Sedgefield Gift Shop. 
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Please fill out both sides of your pledge card and bring it to worship on Sunday  

(or mail it to the office this week). 
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at Sedgefield Elementary 

The new media specialist at Sedgefield Elementary, 

Ms. Lipscomb, is holding a Scholastic Book Fair, the 

first in several years, at Sedgefield during early 

December. She needs help to make this a success.  

She is seeking volunteers to help set up and take down 

the displays, as well as to escort children.  

Set-up is Thursday, December 1, take-down is Monday, 

December 12. The Book Fair will run from Friday, 

December 2 to Friday, December 9. You may sign up 

to volunteer: http://www.signupgenius.com/
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Charlotte’s 41st Annual Citywide Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service will be at 7p, November 22, 

Providence Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road. 

This service welcomes people of all faiths and 

backgrounds to celebrate diversity and pray for 

unity in these challenging times. This year’s 

theme is inspired by the familiar anthem that 

closes each gathering:  

“Let there be peace on earth  

and let it begin with me.” 
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Every seven years we get to wake up to Santa Claus – 

and then come to church! We hope you will!  

Come as you are and join us  

for a 10:00a worship service in a more casual setting 
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“show and tell” during Children’s Time.  
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