
From the pastors’ Heart & Soul  

November 2, 2016 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

COMING UP 
 

Wednesday, November 2 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue  

“Justice, an Introduction”  

Dr. Steven Shoemaker, Speaker 

 

Friday, November 4 
7-9p Young Adult Connection Group 

 

Sunday, November 6 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

All Saints Sunday 
9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-Centered Yoga Class 

 

Wednesday, November 9 
5:30p Wednesday Night Fellowship 

Supper and Activities 

Milford Dialogue “Four Theories of 

Justice,” Dr. Ken Godwin, Speaker 

 

Thursday, November 10 
7:00a Men’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday, November 13 
9:00a Deacon Prayer 

9:45a Sunday School/ 

Connection Groups 

11:00a Worship 

5:00p Christ-Centered Yoga Class 

 

Remembering in Prayer 
Lydia Ingraham, Mecklenburg  

Health & Rehabilitation Center, 

2415 Sandy Porter Road  

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 
Lexa Taylor 

1200 Carlus Drive, Apt. 535 

Raleigh, NC  27609-4770 

919-334-2513  

I hate Halloween. (I know… “Bah, humbug!”) Just call me a fraidy-cat; I’ve just 

never cared for the scary. Just this week I rounded a corner, and there was a Zombie 

staring at me. It reminded me of that time when I was a child that Johnny came 

down the hall with his mask on, and I started crying. (Yes, I know it’s Johnny! I’m 

just terrified at what he’s become!) 

Halloween derives from a 2,000 year-old November 1 Celtic tradition called Samhain 

(pronounced “sowin”). These old pagans believed the 

eve before Samhain the dead returned as ghosts. 

Superstitious as they were, believers thought they could 

ward off the deathly spirits by feeding them, so they 

would leave food and wine on their doorsteps. (You know 

the old adage, “Feed a ghost; starve a fever.”) Because 

ghosts are obviously pretty dumb, if the Celts left their 

homes this frightful night, they put bags over their 

heads to appear to one ghost as another ghost. (Which 

is exactly what real ghosts look like – you know all those horror movies where the 

terrifying baker-with-a-potato-sack-over-his-head scratches on your window!) 

Well, like it has for so many other spiritually fulfilling paganisms, the Christian 

church “borrowed” Samhain when Pope Boniface IV designated an eighth-century 

November 1 as “All Saints’ Day.” The night before became All Hallows Eve… thus 

Halloween was born. Over time the pagan traditions were adapted and were sprinkled 

with the ancient Christian traditions of “Souling” and “Guising” until Halloween has 

become our second-largest holiday. Otherwise reasonable people (even without 

“candy-age” children) spend actual dollars shrouding houses in spider webs, draping 

windows in black, hanging flesh-eating ghouls and headless, bleeding mummies in 

the trees. With the candy, we’re spending $6 billion annually on this darkly ridiculous 

obsession. 

It’s not the bad decorating that bothers me nor the obsession with death. Most 

cultures celebrate some kind of “Dia de la Muerte” (Day of the Dead) – and we need 

to talk about death, be realistic, introduce our children to the idea. It’s amazing how 

many have shared with us their reluctance to take children to a funeral: “We don’t 

know what to tell them…” (Tell them, “Grandma died. She’s with God.”) Children 

can handle such a conversation. I’m not happy about it myself, but let’s not pretend 

it’s not real! 

What bothers me about Halloween is our need to so grossly pervert the facts (maybe 

you see where I’m going here), to demonize and bring out the darkest and worst in 

everything. (There’s nothing so cute as a little Halloween princess – with no head, a 

sweet little nurse – with fangs and a dragon’s tail!) 

Death is real, but it is seldom ghastly. And though there is a dark stain in all of us, 

few of us actually become monsters – though you would never know that by the way 

we talk to one another.  

If Halloween is good for anything, maybe it can remind us that death isn’t that 

horrific – and neither are all the “monsters” loose among us. Beneath what you see or 

hear about that frightening someone else… there’s a soul, just like you. 

. . . we need to talk 

about death . . . 

Pledge Campaign Has Begun 

Prayerfully consider  

how you can  

help PRBC meet,  

or exceed,  

a 1% increase in Budget over 2016.  

Pledge cards are due  

“Commitment Sunday,” November 20. 

Leaving a Legacy Can Be Joyful 

I used to hear a minister say of people who were late to anything, “They 

planned to be late.” For him, not planning to be early meant planning to be 

late! Thanks to Bob and Brucie Clare, who are planning to leave a legacy at 

Park Road. That legacy is already in the making in their faithful service in so 

many ways – but they have also made financial plans to designate a portion of 

their estate to PRBC. Bob’s gift will go to one endowment and Brucie’s to 

another, but they’re both planned. We’re grateful for such vision.  

Will you plan, too? 
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Music Notes 

Please join the combined choirs of St. Luke Missionary Baptist 

Church and Park Road Baptist Church on Sunday, November 13 

at 4:00p at St. Luke Baptist Church for a community Service of 

Reconciliation and Healing. This service will feature time for 

prayer and congregational singing as well as selections by the 

combined choirs. St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church is located 

at 1600 Norris Avenue, Charlotte, NC.

Hurricane Matthew Clean Up 

The recent hurricane caused severe flooding in many areas of 

eastern North Carolina, damaging homes and businesses. 

Park Road is putting together a team to help with clean up-by 

removing damaged furniture, tearing out flooring, drywall and 

insulation that has been ruined. We’ll leave after lunch this 

Sunday, November 6 and return on Tuesday evening. Food and 

lodging will be provided by Baptists on Mission. Please let Dan 

know if you are available to come and provide help for the flood 

victims who have suffered such loss.

Welcome 

Nate,  

a Little 

TaterTot* 

Born October 11, 2016, 

Nathaniel Karlson Gabriel 

is the handsome son of  

Lorie an Chris Gabriel.  

*They affectionately call 

him TaterTot. 

Fall Festival Fun for Everyone! 

Children of all ages donned 

their Halloween costumes  

for a parade or a stroll.  

Thank you for participating! 

A Legacy Realized 

With monies from the estate of Mary Edens and a gift 

from our CDC in memory of Albert Gordon, a memorial 

garden was planned. That lovely garden was dedicated on 

Sunday.  


