
November 21, 2018 

COMING UP 
 

November 21 
NO WEDNESDAY dinner or activities 

November 28 
Wednesday Night Dinner and 

Activities for all ages 
Adult program: An update from Tim 

Moore about what’s happening in the 
Alliance of Baptists 

November 30 
Fun Food Friday 

Lang Van plus tour artwork at 
Aldersgate Retirement Community 

10:00a-2:00p 

December 1 
Decoration Day 

(See below for details.) 

December 2 
Advent 1 

Greetings and Grace Lunch 
ADVENTure for children and families 

to prepare for Christmas together 
(See below for details for both.)  

Friends at Home 
Jim Russell 

Charlotte Square 
5820 Carmel Road #21 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

New Address 
Hoot Brantley 

Brighton Gardens of Charlotte 
6000 Park South Dr. 

Room 224 
Charlotte, NC 28210 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

 

A Report from Joey’s Recent Trip to the Parliament of the World's Religions 

In 1893, faith leaders from around the world recognized the need for more  

interreligious dialogue. At the time, Eastern and Western faith traditions  

excluded themselves from having deeper conversations and interactions with 

those outside of their own communities. 
 

During September of 1893, these leaders came together in Chicago which  

became the largest gathering of faith communities the world had seen. A  

hundred years passed before this parliament reconvened in Chicago. Since then, 

they have gathered consistently with conventions in Cape Town, Barcelona,  

Melbourne, Salt Lake City, and last week in Toronto. 
 

When I first learned about the Parliament, I was in my Christian history class 

three years ago. Although we read excerpts from speakers and discussed the  

significance of the Parliament, I had no idea what to expect. Many of my  

experiences were overwhelming because I absorbed so much information in a 

very little time! 
 

For the first couple of days, I felt like a lost puppy just wandering around the 

convention center. I was surrounded by Muslims, Sikhs, Jews, Atheists, Pagans, 

Bahai’s, and Christians from around the globe. There were Chinese philosophers, 

political leaders, theologians, writers, activists, and Indigenous peoples  

represented from at least four continents.   
 

One of my favorite times of the day was lunch (of course!). Each afternoon, I had 

“langer” lunch served by the Sikh community of Toronto. Langer is the Sikh 

word  that means kitchen and refers to a free meal. For Sikhs, all people are 

equal; therefore, during the meals everyone eats the same food which consisted 

of some form of curry, rice, and unleavened bread. We all sat on the floor with 

our hair covered as a sign of respect. 
 

No matter if we were politicians, religious leaders, or homeless, we were all  

treated the same. During the week, I sat with activists, priests, nuns, students, 

and folks who are just interested in spirituality. Listening to their stories, I was 

reaffirmed that humans are truly a fascinating species! 
 

Some of the toughest stories I heard from speakers and at breakout sessions 

were those from Indigenous North Americans.  For the first two days, I attended 

workshops. Hearing stories of domination and genocide cut to the core of my 

heart. I learned about residential schools and orphanages. White settlers took the 

children from indigenous tribes and put them in Christian-run schools to  

re-educate and assimilate them into a new culture. Often times these children 

would be placed in white families so that they would lose their own language, 

culture, and traditions. Early governments outlawed indigenous traditions,  

practices and languages in order to control the people. In fact, the last of these 

schools, in North America, did not close until the 80s. For centuries, people 

have discriminated, oppressed, killed, and hurt one another using religion to  

justify heinous acts of violence. I learned that reconciliation and redemption do 

not come without a strong dose of humility and certainly some pain. 
 

Since hearing these stories, I’ve wrestled with my own whiteness and even  

Christian ancestry. Now I struggle about how I can use my story to build  

relationships which will, hopefully, begin a journey of reconciliation with those 

who have been hurt by centuries of oppression. At the conference, there were 

many moments  when I had to swallow my pride, but by entering into these  

vulnerable spaces and crossing boundaries, I am hopeful that I’ll be able to  

discern where I fit into the puzzle of making the world a slightly better place.  
 

 

 

 

December 1: Decoration Day – 

7:30a Meet at Golden Corral on 

South Boulevard before getting the 

tree or at 8:00a at Caribou in Park 

Road Shopping Center before  

working at church. Decorating at 

the church will begin at 9:00a. 
 

December 2, 11:00a: “Singing with 

Mary – Praise” (Children sing.) 

Noon: Greetings and Grace – Many 

have participated in "Breaking 

Bread " when families come  

together to share meals. We will 

begin Advent with an abbreviated 

form of this program. Come ready to 

throw your name into the hat and be 

paired with a small group of folks. 

After worship we will announce the 

groups, who will then travel together 

to a local restaurant to get to know 

one another as they share that one 

meal together. 

5:00p: ADVENTure – Families come 

together to make Advent-themed 

crafts. 

...at Park Road Baptist 

Hurricane Florence Mission Trip and November Offering 

On November 8-12, Bob Claire, Laura Baxley, Peggy McIntyre and Dan 

McClintock went to Kelly, NC to provide relief from the devastation caused by 

Hurricane Florence. The family in whose home the team worked is currently  

living in an RV parked beside the house: a couple with a 15 year-old daughter 

and their two grandchildren. He is a welder and an expensive welding machine 

that he recently purchased was destroyed in the flood. Our work consisted of 

pulling flood soaked insulation from under the crawl space beneath the house 

and removing all of the sub-flooring. Once the house is allowed to dry   

completely and is treated for mold, the process of rebuilding can begin.  

Hopefully, another group will go to help rebuild this house. The November  

Mission Offering will go directly to this needy family. 
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Joey’s Internship at PRBC 

Joey can see the light at the end of seminary tunnel. This 

academic year, Joey is fulfilling the requirements of an 

internship through Union Presbyterian Seminary. This  

internship is designed to give students experiences  

outside their normal ministry routines. So far, Joey has led 

several Coffee and Kibbitz Bible studies, accompanied the 

senior adults of their annual Fall Foliage tour, and 

preached twice. Beginning in January, Joey will lead 

worship at Hope Chapel for homeless neighbors, make 

pastoral care visits, and preach more.  
 

We are so glad to be a part of Joey’s educational pursuit. 

In addition to Joey’s personal investment, Park Road  

contributes financially to Union in an effort to prepare 

another generation of faithful ministers. 

Pillowcase Dresses 

Rosemarie Burton forwarded a copy of an email that she  

received from an old college friend. Nancy lived across 

the hall from Rosemarie at UCONN their freshman year 

and was the roommate of Rosemarie’s cousin, Mickey, 

who introduced Nancy to the pillowcase project. Now a 

small group of Nancy’s friends get together in  

Massachusetts to sew. Rosemarie has not kept an  

official count, but she estimates that they have made 

close to 1000 dresses. Here’s the email and photo: 
 

“Hi Rose, We have packed up our 66 dresses and will get 

them in the mail on Monday, November 5… We have 

stopped sewing for the holiday season but will start back 

up in January. We're having such fun seeing these  

dresses come together and are grateful to have a place to 

send them where we know they will go to the right  

people.” 
 

Connections really do matter. Rosemarie plans to send 

these dresses to Haiti with First Baptist Church in  

Laurens, SC. Peggy McIntyre grew up in that church and 

her parents are still active members there. Russ’s sister 

is the Minister of Music and all of his family are active 

members there. So from Massachusetts via Park Road to 

SC to Haiti, little girls will have beautiful new dresses to 

wear to keep them safe. 

Jewish Hearts for Pittsburgh 

Craft-activism was a new word to me, but as soon as I 

heard about this project, I knew it would be perfect for 

our children. The purpose 

of this craft-activism  

project is to embed love 

into the Jewish Star (the 

Star of David). Contacts in 

the Squirrel Hill  

neighborhood of  

Pittsburgh, where the  

attack at Tree of Life  

synagogue took place on 

October 27, will distribute 

these Jewish Stars. The 

goal is to deliver these  

Jewish Hearts to Pittsburgh 

before Thanksgiving. They will display them through  

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Our children received 

this message from the Facebook group: “Thank you for  

participating in this `mitzvah’ - the good deed - to bring 

love to the Pittsburgh community and to honor the  

memories of the victims at the Tree of Life synagogue.” 
 

It is a good lesson for children to learn early the  

importance of Interfaith work. This project gave us the 

opportunity to talk about what Christians believe and 

what Jews believe. We discovered some differences in 

beliefs, but we found we had so much more in common. 

Our Jewish hearts join 1000s of other hearts to remind 

Pittsburgh that they are not alone. — Amy 

Child Development Center Staff Retreat 

Last weekend, the CDC staff enjoyed a relaxing retreat in 

Linville, NC. The training focused on the importance of 

outdoor play. Part of the training included two field trips: 

one to Apple Hill Alpaca Farm and one to Linville  

Caverns. (The visit to Linville Falls Winery could,  

perhaps be counted as a field trip as well since grapes do 

grow outdoors!) The staff stayed in a rental house and 

enjoyed each other’s company along with breakfast made 

by Ms. Teresa. It’s so nice to have time away from our 

busy work lives to enjoy time with each other. Thank you 

to our dedicated staff who give their lives to the children  

entrusted to our center every day. 




