
November 21, 2017 

 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, November 22 

NO FELLOWSHHIP SUPPER 

 
Sunday, November 26 

Chrismon Making Party 

Dean’s 6p 

 

Friday, December 1  

Fun Food Friday, 11:00a 

 

Saturday, December 2  

Decoration Day  

Men at Golden Corral ,7:30a 

Women at Charlotte Café, 8:30a 

 

Sunday, December 3 

Advent I: Simple Gifts: Light 

A Family Advent-ure 5:00-6:30p 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

“Light Up a Life” Service “ 6:30p 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

Christmas Banquet, 5:30p 

 

Remembering in Prayer 

Mark Stegall– CMC Pineville 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC 28704 

828-684-7782 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From a pastor’s Heart & Soul  

Celebrating Four Years at Park Road 

Four years ago, I sat down for coffee with Russ and Amy at the Chick-Fil-A on  

Woodlawn. They had reached out to me because Diane Mowrey, Chaplain at Queens 

University, had noticed a job opening for a Youth Coordinator and recommended me 

for the position.  

I had just moved back to Charlotte after backpacking around Europe and spending 

some months in West Virginia caring for my grandmother, who died from ALS, and  

supporting my mother, who was recovering from a massive stroke. I was in my  

mid-twenties without any direction about where my life was going. I must admit that I 

was not very interested in working for a church and had not been involved in a faith  

community for some time.  

However, I was broke and had a part time job working for Easter Seals, so I thought any 

job lead would be beneficial for me.  Although I didn’t realize it at the time, that  

meeting would change my entire life direction.  

At the time, I did not have a positive attitude toward the church or pastors. As I sat 

there discussing my apprehension regarding "The Church”, I was in awe of Russ and 

Amy’s reaction. They listened. They didn’t condemn me or tell me that I must be  

involved or else I was going to go to hell. I determined that Park Road seemed like a 

very interesting community and decided to apply for the position.  

After interviewing with the committee, chaired by Jean Veilleux (who will soon be my 

mother-in-law!), and meeting the youth leaders, I realized Park Road was where I was 

supposed to be. And even though I joyfully accepted the position, I didn’t think I would 

stay longer than a year. My goal was to settle in Charlotte for a year and head to  

graduate school in Europe to study International Relations.  

Four years later, I’m still serving at Park Road, and I am in my fourth year of seminary. 

It is funny how the Spirit works.  

I’ve read that Youth Ministry has the highest turnover rate with youth ministers  

changing jobs every 18 months on average. After four years at Park Road, I can’t  

imagine staying with a youth group for such a short period of time. Relationship  

building and trust take time to develop, and I’m blessed to have had the opportunity to 

learn from these youth.  

Through joyful times, hardships, and struggles, I’ve been able to be part of  

something special at Park Road. It has been a pleasure to journey along with the youth 

celebrating their accomplishments, crying with them, laughing, and being present  

during difficult conversations. All of these moments make us into better people and 

help us grow into a stronger community. I’m thankful that the youth opened their arms 

and hearts to me. They have been patient with me through all my mishaps and  

scheduling problems.  They have let me enter into their lives as a mentor and minister 

(even though I’m not ordained yet). 

I am equally thankful to the parents who have supported me through the years and 

those who have stepped up to help this ministry continue to flourish. I’m blessed to be 

part of such a great community that allows for exploration and challenging  

conversations.  

Thank you, Park Road, for all that you have done for me these last four years, and I 

look forward to many more memories and laughs as we continue to journey together! 

Chrismon Making Party 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 – CHRISMON MAKING PARTY, 6p 

 
Each year a huge tree is placed in the Park Road Church sanctuary. It’s not a 

Christmas tree. It’s a Chrismon tree. Every ornament that hangs on that  

gorgeous tree is a symbol of Christ. Over the years, our Chrismons have  

broken, and many are looking rather tattered so we need some new ones. 

 

Amy Jacks Dean is co-hosting a Chrismon-making party with Karen Boykin 

Burgess and Allyson Randolph Neeriemer on Sunday, November 26 at 6:00p 

at the Dean's house. Bring an appetizer to share, and we will make that our 

dinner while we work!  All the patterns and supplies will be set up in  

stations all over the Dean's house and garage. We are inviting women of all 

ages to help us make our Chrismon tree the most beautiful one ever! 

 

It will be a perfect way to end your Thanksgiving weekend by  

helping the church get ready for Advent! 
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Because of the extreme busyness of the Advent season (It’s  

already started, and it’s not even Thanksgiving yet!), we hope 

our Advent theme will give us a chance to explore what it means 

to live with spiritual focus and intention. Each week we will ex-

plore a simple gift and the practical and theological ways all of 

these sustain us during Advent. While practicing “simplicity” 

may seem laughable these days, our focus will offer a balance to 

the crazy world, a chance to explore how simple things can have 

profound depth. We hope you will enjoy: Light… Food…  

Music… Travel… Presence… the simple gifts of this season. 

Decoration Day  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 – DECORATION DAY 

Please join us for a really fun day of fellowship and work as we 

make the church ready for the Advent/Christmas season. Men 

meet at Golden Corral on South Boulevard at 7:30a before going 

in search of the great Chrismon tree. Women gather at Charlotte 

Café at 8:30a. Everyone should converge in the  

sanctuary about 9:00a and be finished before lunch time. 

 

Family Adventure 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 -  A FAMILY ADVENT-URE, 5:00-6:30p 

Amy will host a time for parents to be creative with their children 

in preparing for Christmas – which is what the season of Advent 

is all about. Each family will make an Advent wreath to take 

home with a guide on how to talk to children about Hope, 

Peace, Joy, and Love. Also each family will make a nativity sce-

ne – out of rocks!! Each family will make a “popsicle jar” of ideas 

of things to do throughout December that will bring the family 

together AND to do kind things for others. There will be a few 

other surprises in store as well. Each family will have a table with 

all of the supplies provided and instructions for these simple 

activities that will, hopefully, make the Advent season a rich one 

for each family. We will also all work together to make a banner 

for this year’s Advent theme that we can use at church through-

out the season.  

 

Light Up a Life 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5. “LIGHT UP A LIFE” SERVICE, 6:30p 

Again this year we will host and share with Hospice of  

Charlotte in this annual service of remembrance and  

thanksgiving even as we grieve the loss of our loved ones. Join 

with us to remember your loved ones or to support those who 

grieve during this festive season. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5. “LIGHT UP A LIFE” SERVICE, 

Join with us to remember your loved ones or to support those Wednesday Nights… to Continue! 
Thanks for your input regarding our Fellowship Suppers. 

Deacons and Ministry Council met last week and shared 

near-unanimous agreement: Keep this important program! 

Debbie Brown, Ann Marie Burke, Dona Leonard, Mike 

Hamrick, and Brian Smyth agreed to serve as a Planning 

Team, who will be responsible for the program in February - 

April 2018. Tam Gordon, our CDC Cook, will prepare four, 

rotating menus. You are encouraged to bring your own  

supper if that works better for you – and to come when you 

can, even if you cannot make it every Wednesday night. We 

will share more as February approaches, but you can look  

forward to more variety in the programming and more of the 

same with the fellowship around the tables! 

Christmas Banquet 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6,CHRISTMAS BANQUET, 5:30P 
Our children will sing as we begin this night, but we have 

again invited the jazz band from Myers Park High School. 

We’ll feast together at 5:30p on good food and on good music 

(beginning at 6:30p) for this annual tradition. 

Charlotte Family Housing, this week 

A meal is needed for 10 people  for Sunday at Elizabeth 

House. Contact Dan. 

One Scoop or Two? 

Faithful Sedgefield volunteers gather for an ice cream social 

at the school.  Thank you for your hard work! 

Just One More Photo Op… The Youth gather for a parting 

Picture at the end of their 2017 Fall retreat at Camp Rockmont.  

Another great time! 


