
November 29 2017 

 

COMING UP 

Wednesday, November 29 
Dinner 5:30p: Children, Youth 

and Adult Program,6:30p 

 

Friday, December 1  

Fun Food Friday,11:00a-1:30p 

 

Saturday, December 2  

Decoration Day  

Men-Golden Corral 7:30a 

Women-Charlotte Café, 8:30a 

 

Sunday, December 3 

Advent I: Simple Gifts: Light 

A Family Advent-ure, 5:00-6:30p 

Moravian Love Feast, 

Queens University,7:00-9:00 p 

 

Monday, December 4 

Deadline for Cuba Trip 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

Light Up a Life” Service, 6:30p 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

Christmas Banquet, 5:30p 

 

Saturday, December 9 

Men’s Shelter of Charlotte Lunch 

Youth Progressive Dinner, 5:30p 

Room in the Inn, 6:00 p 

 

Sunday, December 10 

Advent II. Simple Gifts: Food 

Deacon Christmas Party, 7:00p 

 

Thursday, December 14 

Senior Adult Drop In  

Heaton’s House 11:00a-1:00p 

Sedgefield Elementary, 2:30p 

 

Remembering in Prayer 

Mark Stegall– CMC Pineville 

 

Remembering 

Our Friends at Home 

Rubye Hodges 

11211 Quietwood Court 

Charlotte, NC 28277 

704-846-3386 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From a pastor’s Heart & Soul  

 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever given? 

I spent six weeks in 1985 on a college international study program in Israel and 

Italy. In one of the many women’s boutiques along the historic-and-contemporary 

streets of Florence, I bought a full-length leather coat for a girl back home. I 

bought it as a Christmas gift, even though that would mean holding it for almost 

eleven months. What I had not planned when I bought the coat, was that when I 

wrapped it that next December I would be using the right-hand pocket as a hiding 

place for another little package. 

Amy’s eyes were wide when she opened the coat, and it looked as good as I had 

imagined when she tried it on. Then, as if by design, she put her hands in her 

pockets… 

“Oh, Lord, if this is not a diamond ring,” (She swears this was the actual prayer 

she prayed when she felt that tiny little box with that tiny little bow,) “-please let 

me ACT excited!” 

Well, she was excited (and she didn’t even have to pretend). It’s the best gift I’ve 

ever given. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever received? 

After saying “Yes!” she ran out of her living room into the den where her father 

was “watching TV” (aka sleeping) in his favorite chair. “Daddy, Daddy – look what 

I got!” I had told her parents about the coat but not about the ring. He roused out 

of his sleep and unexcitedly rubbed the arm of the coat, “Yeah… that’s real 

nice.” (James wasn’t a huge fan of fashion, so it could have been hand-tooled Ital-

ian leather or dime-store denim; he would have been the same amount of excited 

either way!) 

But after she called his attention to the twinkle on her left hand, he paused, got 

up without saying a word, and…  left the room! Talk about awkward. (Amy says he 

went out to shed a tear.) 

A few minutes later he returned, and he actually studied the ring, approved of the 

choice, and then looked at the nervous college boy standing next to his youngest 

daughter and said, “From now on, Russ, it’s ‘James’ or “Pop,’ no more ‘Mr. 

Jacks.’ Welcome to the family.” My gift was the most expensive I’ve ever given. 

Pop’s cost nothing – but the simple gift of his warm welcome means more than I 

will ever be able to say. 

The best gifts don’t cost much to buy. During this Advent, we will focus on some 

of the “Simple Gifts” of this season: Light… Food… Music… Travel… Presence… 

Each week we will have a few suggestions, in hopes that you may get more out of 

this season of excess – without spending more  

money. We will continue drowning for the next month with the  

advertisers’ pleas and ploys: buy a lot… spend a lot more... the bigger the better. 

But an ordinary child, born in the most un-extravagant of settings, begs us to think 

differently about what actually makes this season (and any season) special. 

They are the easiest to give. And the simple gifts are always the best. 

 

New Phone Calling System 

We are experimenting with an internet-based service that 

will give us the option to send voice messages or texts to all 

church members and to groups of members but “One Call 

Now” does not use our church’s phone lines. These messag-

es will come from 877-698-3261. If you can remember or 

put this number in your address book-you will know this is 

not a telemarketing call, but it’s your church calling! 

Note New Date: Friday, December 15 

A Festival Of Simple Gifts, 5p 
The evening will begin as we enjoy a meal together. Russ is 

cooking. We will enjoy exciting variety of activities. We will 

prepare meals, pack food, write cards, go caroling and 

make simple gifts for our neighbors at Room in the Inn, 

Charlotte Family Housing, and Sedgefield Elementary! 

Poinsettia Sale – If you would like to purchase a poinsettia 

in honor or memory of someone, please call the church 

office. Youth will also be selling on Wednesday nights.  

Friendsgiving with  

Young Adults... 

Our active Young Adult 

group shared a meal and 

expressed their thanks. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5. “LIGHT UP A LIFE” SERVICE, 

Join with us to remember your loved ones or to support those 

Do You Have a Spare Room? 

Raima Sanny, a student at CPCC from the Ivory Coast, 

has been attending Park Road since the summer. She is  

hoping to find a new housing situation in proximity to 

the school or to a bus or light rail line.  Let Dan know if 

you could help with housing or if you have suggestions. 

It’s difficult to overstate how much our Cuban partners  

value our annual visits to Carlos Rojas. They are always  

extremely grateful for the supplies and financial  

contribution we make, but mostly, they enjoy renewing  

friendships and spending time with our team. In order 

to secure religious activity visas, the deadline for  

joining the March trip is December 4. Please consider  

joining us for this exciting and rewarding opportunity! 

Augustine Literacy Project   

ALP is currently accepting applications for their winter 

training class at the end of January.  Consider making a 

commitment to change the life of a struggling reader. Their 

motto is "Tutor One Child, Change Two Lives," and it is 

true. 

Cuba Mission Trip: March 8-13 

Our newest members are Rusty, 

Kimberly and Lola Berger. The  

Bergers relocated from Vermont  

recently and now own and operate 

Almar Auto Repair on South  

Boulevard. Lola is in preschool, and 

we’re glad she and her parents have 

found a home with us. Welcome! 

 Because of the extreme busyness of the Advent season, we 

hope our Advent theme will give us a chance to explore 

what it means to live with spiritual focus and intention. 

Each week we will explore a simple gift and the practical 

and 

 theological ways all of these sustain us during Advent. 

While practicing “simplicity” may seem laughable these 

days, our focus will offer a balance to the crazy world, a 

chance to explore how simple things can have profound 

depth. We hope you will enjoy: Light… Food… Music… 

Travel… Presence… the simple gifts of this season. 
 

Friday, December 1, 11:00a-2:00p 

Join us as we travel to Fort Mill for lunch at Captain  

Steve’s Fish Camp. We’ll be back in time for your after-

noon nap! 
 

Saturday, December 2, 9:30a 

Men will meet for breakfast at 7:30a at the Golden Corral 

on South Boulevard, and women will meet at 8:30a at the 

Charlotte Café – then we’ll all converge on the church 

about 9:30a for a fun morning of tinsel and holly. Please 

join us! 
 

Sunday, December 3, 5:00-6:00p 

A Family ADVENTure. Amy will host a time for parents to 

be creative with their children in preparing for Christmas. 

Each family will make an Advent wreath with a guide on 

how to talk about Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. There are 

several other fun activities planned. This will be a  

wonderful way for families to prepare for the “Simple 

Gifts” of the season. Please join us.  
 

Sunday, December 3, 7:00-9:00p 

Joey, who is serving this year as the Interim Chaplain at 

Queens University, has invited us to join the university  

community for their annual Moravian Love Feast. The 

service will be held at Belk Chapel. 
 

Tuesday, December 5, “Light up a Life” 6:30p 

Again this year we will host and share with Hospice of  

Charlotte in this annual service of remembrance and  

thanksgiving even as we grieve the loss of our loved ones. 

Join us to remember your loved ones or to support those 

who grieve during this festive season. 
 

Wednesday, December 6, Christmas Banquet, 5:30p 

Amy and Johnny Doyle will provide a spectacular banquet 

meal. Our children will sing for us before the Myers Park 

Jazz Band again takes center stage for a night of  

wonderful music. Bring the family for this wonderful night.  

A Fun Combination-Women, Food, and Glitter Glue… 

Amy hosted the women of the church to craft new  

Chrismons for the tree in the sanctuary. Amid the 

laughter, they produced 65 Chrismons. 


