
November 7, 2018 

COMING UP 
 

November 7 
Regular Wednesday Dinner, Program, 
and Activities for Youth and Children 

November 8-12 
Disaster Relief Mission Trip 

November 11 
Backpack Snack packing 

after worship 

November 15 
Very Special People (VSP) 

Senior Adult Lunch and Program 
Noon 

November 20 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
First United Methodist Church 

501 North Tryon Street 
7:00p 

November 21 
NO WEDNESDAY dinner or activities  

Friends at Home 
Ann Norton 

7803 Teakwood Road 
Indian Trail, NC 28079 

(704) 882-0829 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

One of the “adult rules” I learned as a child is that you’re not supposed to talk 

about politics and religion and money in public. I didn’t understand that then. I 

still don’t. 
 

Our political meanness is exacerbated by the fact that we can’t talk to one  

another, agree or disagree, in public. In the safety of our biased bubbles, we can 

let the other side have it, but most of us would never say to one another much of 

the political profanity that pollutes talk radio, 24/7. There is probably too much 

public political discourse – 

but it’s all monologue, not 

dialogue. It may be the 

death of us. 
 

In the culture in which I was raised, I was particularly confused about the  

guidance to avoid religion in public – didn’t we all believe the same thing!? It 

wasn’t like we had to wade carefully through any interfaith conversations. 

(Muslims and Buddhists and Jews… what’s that!?) About the most contentious 

issue I knew was if you practiced infant baptism, or if you believed in true  

baptism: believer’s baptism by immersion – like Jesus, and John the Baptist, 

and we Baptists did! (I guess you know I’m being sarcastic!)  
 

I did understand that asking someone what they took home with each paycheck 

was none of my business, and a little tacky, but the older I get the more I believe 

that our discomfort with money-talk, especially in church, is a sign of insecurity. 

So, despite what Emily Post may advise about the subject, we’re going to be 

talking a lot about money in the coming weeks. 
 

The Capital Campaign we just approved for sanctuary renovation is under way. 

The goal is $810,000. We have $150,000 on hand, and I know of at least 

$60,000 in early pledges… so, we’re moving. Everyone will get a chance to give. 

(You’re thinking…Oh, “hurray”!) Members of our Capital Campaign Committee 

will sit down with each of you, either in a face to face conversation or in a small 

group meeting, and many of you will be asked for a specific dollar figure. No one 

knows what you make, what you’re capable of giving, but we’ll make some  

educated guesses, as we hope to challenge everyone to step up, maybe  

stretching you to a new level of commitment. Please don’t be offended to be 

asked. Please do what you can. 
 

And, since we’re talking about money… 
 

You will receive a Pledge Packet in the mail this week. There will be a letter… a 

summary of our Annual Ministry Plan (representing a 1.9% increase over 2018)

… and a pledge card with return envelope. Please note that Commitment Sunday 

is November 18 – yes, just over a week away. There’s no reason for us to take 

any longer. You know what you pledged this year. You know what your income 

will be next year. You know we don’t have a frivolous budget – and we have 

worked diligently this year to cut out any unnecessary items. There is no “fat” in 

this AMP.  
 

We hope you won’t get fed-up with talk about money. Even in the Church, money 

is a necessary tool for surviving and succeeding. 
 

Thank you for being found faithful! 

So, despite what Emily Post may advise about 
the subject, we’re going to be talking a lot about 
money in the coming weeks. 

Online Giving 

 

We are initiating a platform for enhanced online and  

mobile phone giving through a company called Bluefire. 

Giving through the church website will be available for 

AMP giving, Capital Campaign contributions and other 

fundraisers, as well as for fees for trips and programs. 

These same options will be available through a cell phone 

app, and through text-giving. Church members will be 

able to set up their own options, giving through a  

checking account or by using any major credit card. Some 

folks are already enjoying earning mileage points through 

credit card giving to the church. We will notify you when 

our platform with Bluefire is up and running. 

Staff Anniversaries 

We have recently passed several  

milestone anniversaries of  

employment at Park Road. Thank you 

to the following staff for their  

individual and collective  

contributions to making Park Road a 

wonderful community of faith: 
 

Joyce Williams—1 year 

Dan McClintock—5 years 

Joey Haynes—5 years 

Heather Gaskins—10 years 

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean—18 years 

Youth News 

Hornets Basketball Game: 

Please let Joey know if you would like 

to go to the Hornet's Faith and Family 

Night. Tip-off is at 7p on Saturday, 

November 17 with a meet and greet 

with Cody Zeller following the game. 

Tickets are $28. Please let Joey know 

by Friday so tickets can be  

purchased.  
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Park Road Basketball 

Thanks to the efforts of Brian Hedgepeth, Park Road will 

field five youth basketball teams 

in the Metrolina Ministries Youth 

Basketball League this winter. 

The league consists of  

approximately 30 churches  

including Avondale Presbyterian, 

Covenant Presbyterian,  

University Park Baptist, and St. 

Stephen United Methodist. 
 

The purpose of the league is to 

provide a ministry opportunity for 

each church within the league. The league strives to  

provide a competitive, but wholesome environment where 

the character of Christ is displayed. 
 

Players will range in age from 5-10 years old and are 

made up of kids who are members of this church, several 

from the Park Road CDC, and others from various schools 

and churches in the area. Practice starts this week, and 

games will begin in December and run through February. 

The games are played on Saturday's at various  

participating churches. 
 

Brian and the kids would love to have church members 

come to the games. A schedule will be provided to the 

church membership when it is published. 

Backpack Snacks 

This semester, because of the merger of Dilworth and 

Sedgefield, we are providing them with 145 snack packs 

every week, plus 22 for Marie G. Davis for their students 

who have no permanent address. As a result, the number 

of snack packs provided each week has gone from 105 

last year to 167 this year! This means that we will need 

to have another snack packing session in order to get 

through the fall semester. The plan is to do set-up on 

Saturday, November 10 from 6:30-8:00p and pack the 

bags after church this Sunday, November 11. Come and 

join us! 

MeckMin 43rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

MeckMin presents its 43rd annual Citywide Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service—

“Many Faiths, One  

Community: Embracing a 

Multi-faith world.” 
 

It will be Tuesday,  

November 20, 2018 at 

7:00p at First United 

Methodist Church, 501 

N. Tryon Street. A 

musical prelude will 

begin at 6:45p with a 

reception to follow. 
 

 

In partnership with Crisis 

Assistance Ministries and 

Loaves & Fishes, canned 

goods will be collected. 

Connecting to Park Road ONLINE 

We invite everyone - members and non-members - to be 

a part of an on-going conversation and keep up with our 

commentary on the key social and religious issues  

affecting our daily lives, as well as the wide variety of 

Park Road events and mission opportunities. Park Road 

is more than church on Sunday morning. Park Road is 

part of a broad-based community actively working to 

make our world more equitable, more inclusive, more 

tolerant, more spiritual, and healthier and safer place for 

all of God's people - Christian and non-Christian alike. 

You can connect with Park Road online in a  

variety of ways, including:  
 

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/parkroadchurch/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/parkroadchurch  

Park Road Newsletter: http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/

newsletters/  

Volunteer Online: http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/sign-up

-to-help/  

Listen to Sermons: http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/listen

-to-sermons/  

Park Road Blog: http://www.parkroadbaptist.org/blog/  
 

We look forward to having you join us as we work  

together to build a better world.  

Sacred Space Connection Group 

This group is for women—new mothers to grandmothers. 

Some are married; some are not. Some have been at Park 

Road all of their lives, and others are brand new. The aim 

is to create a Sacred Space to share their lives from  

experiencing empty nests to caring for aging parents to 

navigating the world of work and ministry and mission. 

Not surprisingly they laugh and cry a lot. Using the  

Scripture that is the theme for worship that day, they dig 

a little deeper into that text for the day. Amy Jacks Dean 

serves as facilitator for this Connection Group. 


