
Meditation 
     A journalist assigned to the Jerusalem bureau takes an apartment 

overlooking the Wailing Wall. Every day when she looks out, she sees an old 

Jewish man praying vigorously. So, the journalist goes down and introduces 

herself to the old man.  

     She asks, "You come every day to the wall. How long have you done that, 

and what are you praying for?" The old man replies, "I have come here to pray 

every day for 25 years. In the morning I pray for world peace and then for the 

brotherhood of man. I go home, have a cup of tea, and I come back and pray 

for the eradication of illness and disease from the earth."  

     The journalist is amazed. "How does it make you feel to come here every 

day for 25 years and pray for these things?" she asks.  

     The old man looks at her sadly: "Like I'm talking to a wall." 

          — anonymous  

 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Prelude in F Major      Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

  

*Processional Hymn  
 #453, When The Morning Stars Together  OFFERING 

 

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Lisa Oldham 

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your 

glory in the heavens. 

Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold 

against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.  

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 

stars, which you have set in place, what are human beings that you are 

mindful of them – 

ALL: That you care for us? LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 

the earth! 
     — Psalm 8, NIV 

 

 

 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Amy Jacks Dean 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Who are we to question God? And, in the face of endless disease and 

devastation and despair, what would it say of people of faith if we did 

not? May God give us the courage to ask the questions – and the faith 

to hear the answers! Amen. 

      

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Lord, I Want To Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

 

Scripture Lesson  Job 38:1-7, 34-41 Russ Dean 

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who is this that 

darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up your loins like a 

man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 

have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you 

know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or 

who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all 

the heavenly beings shouted for joy? “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

when it burst out from the womb?— when I made the clouds its 

garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds 

for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no 

farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped’? 
 

And the questions go on and on… until God says to Job: 
 

“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone who argues with 

God must respond.” 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

Sermon   Holding God Accountable “from Can to Can’t” Russ Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Joey Haynes 

 

Mission Offering  
Our October Mission Offering will assist Friendship Trays in creating 

and delivering healthy meals to elderly and infirm community members  

in their homes. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory Anthem  
 Hear My Prayer      Will James (b. 20th c.)  
 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, turn not away hearken to the voice of my supplication. 

Thou art my God, hide thy face not from me, teach me to do thy will 

For I am thy servant, oh lift up my soul, and deliver me. 

Turn not away, O my God, O hear my prayer. 

                                                    — selected Psalms  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #414, Incarnate God, Immortal Love ROCKINGHAM 

 (verses 1, 5, and 6) 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

The root of any religious faith is a sense of embarrassment, of inadequacy. 

It would be a great calamity for humanity if the sense of embarrassment 

disappeared, with an answer to every problem. We have no answer to 

ultimate problems. We really don't know. In this not knowing, in this sense 

of embarrassment, lies the key to opening the wells of creativity. Those who 

have no embarrassment remain sterile. 

          — Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

Choral Response  

 Four-fold Amen         Roland Carter (b. 1942)  

 

Postlude 
 Fugue in F Major        Bach  

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Spirituality 

TODAY 

Called Church Conference 

immediately following worship 

Deacon of the Week: Lisa Oldham 

Lisa Oldham is one of our newer members, and one of our newest deacons.  

She is active in the Babylon Connection Group and works with Wells Fargo.  

Lisa is the mother of Jack, an architect living in Denver, CO,  

and Michael, who lives here in Charlotte and works at Harris Teeter. 


