
October 3, 2018 

COMING UP 
 

October 4 
Men’s Study, 7:00a 

Charlotte Café, Arboretum 

October 7 
World Communion Sunday 

October 10 
Wednesday Night Dinner and 

Programs 
Sanctuary Project Discussion 

October 12-14 
Couples Retreat 

Lutheridge Conference Center 
Arden, NC 

October 13 
Lunch prep and serving at  

Uptown Men’s Shelter 
10:30a-1:30p 

October 1 
Wednesday Night Dinner and 

Programs 
Amy presents program about her trip 

to Tijuana, Mexico 

October 18 
VSP—(Very Special People) 

Lunch and program for senior adults 
Noon 

October 19 

Fun Food Friday 

Annual Leaf Trip  

Leave church at 9a, return by 5p 

October 26-28 
Youth Fall Retreat 
Rockmont Camp 

Black Mountain, NC 

 

Friends at Home 
Jean Messick 

5800 Olde Providence Road  
#5710 C 

Charlotte, NC 28226 
704-366-0783 

In the Hospital 

Scott Bengel 

CMC Rehab—Pineville 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

Sometimes there are experiences that change you forever. I think I just had one 

of those experiences. Nine days on an Immigration Immersion Experience to  

Tijuana, Mexico opened my eyes and flooded me with so much emotion – from 

tears to laughter – but mostly just a feeling of connection. I have so many stories 

to tell, and on Wednesday, October 17, we will add a  slot for me to show  

photos and tell some of the stories in more detail.  
 

People have asked: What did you learn? What are the solutions? What about the 

Wall? Good questions. Number 1: I learned more than I can possibly tell you, 

though I am committed to telling you all that I have seen and heard. Number 2: 

I didn’t discover the solutions, but I got some ideas about some things we might 

can do to make a difference. Number 3: The Wall is not a solution. 
 

I’ll tell one story here that is about one 

church there. This church opened their 

doors to Haitian refugees. They didn’t 

know how they would do it or how they 

would manage it, but they saw a need 

and decided to do something. The lay 

leader from the church who is in charge 

of this ministry said to us, “Before this 

ministry, we just had a passive expression 

of faith. Before this ministry, largely,  

people were silent. But then God broke 

the silence, things started changing,  

and a migrant ministry began in our little  

church.” 
 

God broke the silence. And things started changing. I’m a firm believer that God 

is constantly and consistently trying to break our silence. Are we listening? I look 

forward to breaking my own silence to try and share with you what I learned. 

Maybe, for our church, things will start changing too.  
 

. . . for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me  

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was  

in prison and you visited me . . . (Matthew 25)     

Sanctuary Renovation: 

Church Wide Discussion 

Wednesday, October 10 

You should have received a letter 
announcing a Called Church  
Conference, Sunday, October 21. On 

Wednesday Night, October 10,we will 
give ample time to review the process 
that led us to this moment, preview 
this details of the project, and allow  
for any questions regarding the  
construction or the campaign.  

PLEASE JOIN US. This exciting  
project holds much potential for our 
congregation and comes as the result 
of years of conversation. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
join us for the 6:30p discussion.  

            Hoops Earn Medals!                Brian Hedgepeth is heading up a  

basketball program for PRBC. It is run 
by a league called Metrolina Ministries 
Youth Basketball League. League  
information is available at: 
https://www.playbookforlife.com/  

This league is comprised of over 30 
churches in and around the Charlotte 
area. The purpose of the league is to 
provide a ministry opportunity for each 
church within the league. This league 
strives to provide competitive, but 
wholesome environment which  
displayed the character of Christ. 

Currently we can accept kids between 
the ages of 5 and 10. Practices will be 
on Monday or Tuesday night in the 
church gym. Games will be  played on  
Saturdays at various churches.  

 The Mexican side of the wall  
painted with images of Hope. 

 Left: Serving Communion at  
Border Church Sunday afternoon—
just behind me on other side of the 

Wall, someone is serving  
Communion to those in the US. 

Right: Sporting my Dreamer Mom  
t-shirt. The resilience of these 

heartbroken mothers was amazing. 
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Koinonia Connection Group 

Our young adults continue to gather for fellowship and 

food and discussion. Check out their upcoming schedule: 
 

Thursday meeting dates, locations, and topics through the 

end of the year. All meetings are at 7p. 

• October 4—Resident Culture, 2101 Central Ave.  

Topic: The Supernatural 

• October 18—Duckworth’s, 4435 Park Rd.  

Topic: Sexual Ethics 

• November 1—Smash Burger, 4444 Park Rd  

Topic: Money - How Do We Handle It? 

• November 15—Friendsgiving (Would you like to host?) 

Topic: What Are You Grateful for? 

• November 29—1900 Mexican Grill, 1523 Elizabeth 

Ave. Topic: Dark Night of the Soul (how we navigate 

times of pain, questioning, anger, forgiveness, and  

heartache) 

• December 13—Ugly sweater/white elephant gift 

Christmas Party (Would you like to host?)  

Topic: Any New Year’s Resolutions? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Youth News 

The youth will volunteer their excellent bracelet-making 

skills the next couple of weeks. They are preparing them 

to send off with the dresses from our Needlers group. If 

you were not able to make it to youth last week, feel free 

to join us Wednesday or next Sunday! 
 

Here's an update on help from parents this semester: 

• Sunday, September 30: 5-6:30p Youth Activities and  

Dinner (Neeriemers and  Heatons) 

• Sunday, October  28: 5-6:30p Youth Activities and  

Dinner (Polaskis and Palmers) 

• Sunday, November 11: 5-6:30p Youth Activities and  

Dinner (Brittains and one additional parent volunteer  

needed to help with dinner, please) 

• Saturday, December  8: 5p Youth Progressive Dinner 

Appetizers-Palmers 

Dinner-Volunteers needed 

Dessert-Volunteers needed 

• Youth Fall Retreat—Camp Rockmont 

Friday, October 26-Sunday, October 28 

Total Cost Per Student: $100 

Abundant Grace Connection Group 

The Abundant Grace Connection group consists of a bunch 

of dynamic 60+ year olds. We meet on Sunday mornings at 

9:45a in the Community Center Room 505 to discuss how 

to follow Jesus in our world today. We are currently in a 

study of the Gospel of John. We also meet regularly outside 

the church to fellowship and connect with each other- 

because laughter bonds us together. We also strive to work 

together and individually to meet needs of the world 

around us. (Facilitated by Ann & George Miles) 

 

 

The Youth 
makes 
bracelets to 
send to girls in 
Cuba and Haiti. 

 

Last Wednesday our 
children and youth 
put together over 
100 Blessing Bags to 
be handed out to 
those in need. Water, 
non-perishable food, 
and a note of love 
were included. 


