
Meditation 
“Actually,” I told him reluctantly, “I have always agreed with the idea that we 

have a sin nature. I don’t think it looks exactly like the fundamentalists say it 

does… but I do buy the idea we are flawed, that there is something in us that 

is broken. I think it is easier to do bad things than good things. And there is 

something in that basic fact, some little clue to the meaning of the universe.” 

          — Donald Miller, in a conversation with Tony the beat poet,  

               in Blue Like Jazz 
 

Welcome   Russ Dean 

 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Music for Preparation   
 Thine Is the Glory  Handel/Correll 

 Marylyn Wade, pianist 

     

*Processional Hymn  
 Amazing Grace AMAZING GRACE 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grave my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers toils, and snares, I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,  

We’ve know less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 

 *Litany of Worship (responsively)  Dick Hester 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?” 

“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands  

of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the  

sin of my soul?” 

God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord  

require of you 

But to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 

As we come today, “before the Lord,” the act of worship begs us to ask: 

Will I “bow myself before God on high?” 

     — Micah 6 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

 

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash 

me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I 

know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 

you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 

judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 

conceived me. 

     You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom 

in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow. . . Create in me a clean heart, O 

God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away 

from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore 

to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. . . 

     O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For 

you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 

would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart. . . 

     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

     — Psalm 51 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Congregational Response   

 We Worship You, God LYONS 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

In you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 

Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Children’s Time     Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Scripture Lesson  Jeremiah 4:11-28 Russ Dean 

At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind 

comes from me out of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor 

people, not to winnow or cleanse— a wind too strong for that. Now it is I 

who speak in judgment against them. . . O Jerusalem, wash your heart 

clean of wickedness so that you may be saved. How long shall your evil 

schemes lodge within you?. . . Proclaim against Jerusalem, “Besiegers 

come from a distant land; they shout against the cities of Judah. They 

have closed in around her like watchers of a field, because she has 

rebelled against me, says the Lord. Your ways and your doings have 

brought this upon you. This is your doom; how bitter it is! It has reached 

your very heart.” . . . 

   1 Timothy 1:12-17  

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 

because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even 

though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 

violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in 

him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  Luke 15.1-7 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 

And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: 

“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 

not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost 

until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 

was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. . . 
 

 You have heard the ancient STORY. 

Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

  

Solo     

 Tinsley Stewart, violin 

 

Sermon                 Sinful Sinners and All Our Sins: Russ Dean 

  On Groveling and Gratitude 
  

Prayer of Intercession  Amy Jacks Dean 

 

Mission Offering  
Our monthly offering for September will go to Charlotte Rescue Mission’s 

Rebound program. Rebound provides free Christina residential drug and 

recovery services for men who would not otherwise be able to afford such 

recovery services. The program provides food, clothing and shelter for a 

minimum 120-day stay and is modeled after the 12-Step  

Alcoholics Anonymous curriculum. This intensive program boasts  

success rates that are twice the national average. 
 

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  

Text-to-Give: 704.800.3901 and follow the prompts. 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Becka Eppley, Administrative Assistant 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  
 

Music reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A-721391 

Offertory  
 King of Kings  J. Cooper 

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE 
 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There’s no place where earthly sorrows are more felt than in God’s heaven; 

There’s no place where earthly failings have such kindly judgement given. 
 

For the love of God is broader than the measure of our minds; 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kinds. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s word; 

And our lives would show thanksgiving for the goodness of our God. 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

Humility is a virtue, not a neurosis. . . . Humility sets us free to do what is 

really good, by showing us our illusions and withdrawing our will from what 

was only an apparent good.” 

          — Thomas Merton  

Benediction  Russ and Amy Jacks Dean 

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Children in a Democracy -- On Arizona Highway 87,  

Maricopa County, from Art in the Christian Tradition,  

a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  

Lange, Dorothea, 1895-1965.  

Deacon of the Week 

We offer our thanks to Dick Hester who is our Deacon of the Week today. Dick is a 

former seminary professor and professional counselor who moved to Charlotte a 

few years ago to be near his daughter and her family. Dick teaches the Men’s 

Sunday Connection Group and is the co-founder of “A Tu Lado,” a program that 

partners congregations and immigrants who are seeking asylum in the U.S. If you 

are interested in Park Road’s “A Tu Lado” partnership, please talk with Dick. 

Dick’s wife, Beverly, has also been active in Baptist life for many years, and is 

now a member of St. John’s Baptist Church.  


