
Meditation 
Desperate times DO NOT call for desperate measures. Taking desperate 

measures would imply that you’ve already given up and that you are only 

trying to find the easiest, most convenient way out. However desperate it 

may be, it does not stray from the fact that it is not the only option. You 

need to be strong and fight through… you need to know that desperate 

measures are a sign of weakness. You never truly fulfill your goal if the 

path to fulfillment is in desperation… Get your hands dirty and shoot for 

the “undesperate measures,” and you’ll find that it isn’t so bad after all. 

          — from the website: seatheworldpositively 

 

Welcome   Dan McClintock 

 

Music for Preparation   
 Andante  Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)  

     

Lighting of the Worship Candle Acolyte 

  

Chiming of the Hour 
  

*Processional Hymn  
 #565, God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  AUSTRIAN HYMN 

    

*Litany of Worship (responsively)   Allyson Neeriemer 

Let us Seize life! Eat bread with gusto, drink wine with a robust heart. 

Oh yes – for God takes pleasure in our pleasure! 

Let’s dress festively every morning, don't skimp on colors and scarves. 

Let’s relish life with the partner we love 

     each and every day of our precarious lives. 

Each day is God's gift. It's all we get in exchange for the hard work 

     of staying alive. 

So let’s make the most of each one! Whatever turns up, 

     let’s grab it and do it heartily! 

This is our last and only chance at it, for there's no work to do 

and no thoughts to think in the company of the dead – 

And we’re most certainly headed there! 

ALL: Let us Seize life! 

     — from Ecclesiastes 9.7-10, adopted from the Message  

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    

 The Lord’s Prayer Albert Hay Malotte (1896-1964) 

 Brittany Winans, alto, Hagan Ledda, baritone 

 

Call to Confession  Dan McClintock 

   

Discipline of Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
May God forgive our laziness and apathy, our comfort and 

entitlement, and give us joy in hard work. Whatever our hands find to 

do, let us do with all our might! Amen. 

from Ecclesiastes 9      

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Congregational Response   

 Awake, Awake to Love and Work MORNING SONG 

Awake, awake to love and work! The lark is in the sky; 

The field are wet with diamond dew; The worlds awake to cry 

Their praises to the Fount of Life: Christ Jesus passes by. 
 

To give and give, and give again, as God’s own grace is free; 

To spend yourself nor count the cost; to serve most gloriously 

The God who gave all worlds that are, and all that are to be. 

 

Children’s Time     Dan McClintock 

 

Scripture Lesson  Proverbs 31.10-31 Joey Haynes 

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The 

heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She 

does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.  

     She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the 

ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. She rises while 

it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her 

servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her 

hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes 

her arms strong. 

     She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not 

go out at night. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold 

the spindle. 

     She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the 

needy. She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her 

household are clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her 

clothing is fine linen and purple. 

     Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the 

elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them; she 

supplies the merchant with sashes. 

     Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to 

come.  

    he opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on 

her tongue.  

     She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the 

bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband 

too, and he praises her: ‘Many women have done excellently, but you 

surpass them all.’ 

     Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the 

Lord is to be praised.  

     Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her 

in the city gates  
 
 

 Leader: You have heard the ancient STORY. 

People: Let us listen now for the word of the Lord.† 

Anthem      

 A Virtuous Woman Guy Robinson (b. 1967) 

    Blue Setzer, tenor  

Oh, how precious in his sight. 

Who can find a virtuous woman, who can find this pearl of great price? 

Ever striving for right, walking in God's light. 

She is precious in his sight. 

Ever taking care of her own, she will make her house become home. 

And she raises her young in the fear of the Lord; 

Who has made all things possible. 

Oh, what a sight, to see her walking in God's light! 

O what a prize, more than jewels of great price! 

Ever striving for right, walking in God's light. 

She is precious in his sight. 

   

Sermon   Laughing at Desperate Measures Russ Dean 

 

Prayer of Intercession  Joey Haynes 

 

Mission Offering  
September’s undesignated offering will go to the Charlotte CROP Walk which 

supports the hunger fighting efforts of Church World Service, both locally and 

in 35 countries around the world. There are 150,841 people in Mecklenburg  

County who live at or below the poverty level and are at risk of hunger, 45,492 

of these are children. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised in the Charlotte 

CROP Walk support these local agencies: Crisis Assistance Ministry,  

Loaves & Fishes, and Second Harvest Food Bank.  

(The 40th Annual Charlotte Crop Walk will take place on  

Saturday, October 13, at 9:00a, departing from Independence Park).   

(continued) 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Our silence and reverence will enable others to prepare 

their hearts and minds for worship. Please take a few moments  

to sit quietly before God as you come into the sanctuary.   

Worship bags are available for all children. The bags, containing activity pages 

 and necessary supplies, hang along the back wall of the sanctuary.  

We encourage all children to use one each week! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 

           Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One! 



OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Monty Bennett, Director of Music and Organist  

Russ and Amy Jacks Dean, Pastors 

Heather Gaskins, Director, Child Development Center 

Leslie Gipple, Operations Manager 

Joey Haynes, Minister of Youth 

Bruce Holliday, Director of Communications 

Dan McClintock, Minister of Mission and Family Life 

Allison Wieland, Financial Administrator  

Joyce Williams, Administrative Assistant 

3900 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

704.523-5717   www.parkroadbaptist.org  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT PARK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH  

Please turn off all cell phones during worship. 
 

Our newsletter, Good Tidings, and copies of past sermons  

are available in the sanctuary narthex. 

A podcast of sermons is available at www.parkroadbaptist.org. 
 

 CDs of past worship services are available through the church office.  
 

 We encourage you to take the bulletin with you  

but you may leave it on the back pew to be recycled.  

Please designate all checks and envelopes as either “Annual Ministry 

Plan” (AMP) or “mission.” In keeping with our initiative to “create a culture of 

generosity,” all loose cash in the offering will be given to our mission for this 

month. If you write a check or put cash in an envelope, however, 

please designate this gift.  
 

Offertory  
 Antiphon V             Marcel Dupre (1886-1971)  

 

*Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  Dan McClintock 

 

*Call to Discipleship   

We offer all who worship this day an opportunity to commit to the  

challenge of Jesus: “Come, follow me.” This commitment may be 

made as a profession of faith, or as a commitment through 

membership in this church to join us in seeking to follow in the Way 

of Jesus. You are invited to come forward to be welcomed as we sing. 

 

*Hymn of Commitment  
 #573, Lead On Eternal Sovereign CWM RHONDDA 

 

Meditation of Commitment 

There are a fewer plausible pasts than there are possible futures. 

          — Sean Carroll, physicist 

 

Benediction  Russ Dean 

Choral Response  

 Hava Nashira         Josh Nelson (b. 20th c.)  
 

Hava nashira, shir haleluyah! 

Translation: Come let us sing, sing hallelujah! 

 

Postlude 
 Toccata in E minor       Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 

  

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

†The challenge an ancient text presents to modern readers is to allow the truth that originally 

animated the text to become a “living Word” for us. Only as we interact with a given text in a 

continual “now” (“now” in the anthem, “now” in the sermon, “now” in the fellowship that 

follows worship, “now” in the work and service, the joys and sorrows of busy lives) can that 

Word truly become “living and active” (Hebrews 4.12).  

Hard Work 

Campus Nurse 

Beginning this week we will have a Registered Nurse on campus every Thursday 

from 10:00-11:00a in the Community Center, room CC501. Katie Welch has 

been active at Park Road for the last few years and wants to donate some time 

and expertise to this community. Katie will be available to provide free  

consulting advice for nursing care. She can listen to your heart, take your blood 

pressure, answer questions about aches and pains, and talk about prescriptions. 

She will not be able to prescribe any medication or make any official diagnoses, 

but her experience might be invaluable as a listening ear. Look for the sign on 

the sidewalk during her “office hours.” Thank you, Katie! 

Sundays this Fall 
 

September 30. Courage. Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
 

October 7. Righteousness. Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 

October 14. Adversity. Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
 

October 21. Spirituality. Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 
 

October 28. Humility. Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 

November 4. Legacy (All Saints’ Sunday). Ruth 1.1-18 
 

November 11. Risk. Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 

November 18. Patience. I Samuel 1:4-20 
 

November 25. Last Words. II Samuel 23:1-7 
 
 

Special Guest This Wednesday Night 
On Wednesday night Dr. Susan Harden from UNCC will lead a discussion on 

Public Education, especially looking at CMS teacher pay. Please sign up in the 
narthex for dinner ($7/$3 children) or by calling the office by Tuesday 

(704-523-5717). 
 

Dinner: 5:30p. Program: 6:30p. 


