
September 26, 2018 

 

COMING UP 
 

September 26 
Wednesday Night Dinner  

and Programs 
5:30p Dinner 

6:00-7:30p Children’s Music and 
Creative Bible Exploration 

6:30-7:30p Adult and Youth Program 
7:30p Adult Choir 

 
This Wednesday, UNCC’s Dr. Susan Harden will 

join us for a discussion of public school  
education, particularly looking at teacher pay. 

 

September 27 
Campus Nurse: 10:00-11:00a 

Community Center CC501 
 

October 2 
Coffee and Kibitz Bible Study 

10:00a, CC503 
 

October 4 
Men’s Study, 7:00a 

Charlotte Café, Arboretum 

 
October 10 

Sanctuary Project Discussion 
(See article on next page.) 

 
Friends at Home 

Marjorie Walker 

19 Kaylor Drive 

Arden, NC 28704 

828-684-7782 
 

In the Hospital 

Scott Bengel 

CMC Rehab—Pineville 

Progressive Theology 

Traditional Worship 

Welcoming Community 

From the pastors’ Heart & Soul 

I made a trip to visit our college senior this 

weekend. Saturday marked his last, first fall 

college baseball scrimmage. Oh, how time 

flies. I took him to breakfast: “One check or 

two?” the server asked. “Really? You have to 

ask!?” When we got to the field, he pointed out 

the flat tire on his truck. “What do I do about 

that?” he said. “Really? You have to ask?!” 

     A few minutes later I walked into the tire 

shop in town. (Clinton is a small town.) The owner didn’t recognize me, and I 

almost didn’t recognize him – it’s been almost 40 years. When I called my name 

though, his eyes flashed, “I thought you looked familiar!” 

     I told him what I needed. Despite the other three men waiting in the waiting 

room, and the cars lined up at the repair bays, he said, “Back up right here and 

let me take a look.” A few minutes later I was on my way back to the field with a 

patched tire. “ – and you don’t owe me anything, but do tell your parents I said 

hello, ok?” 

     I mused over this generosity, which is one of the liabilities of being a 

preacher and writer. I ought to just say thanks and go on my way, but I’ve never 

been able to leave things un-considered like that. (Good sermon illustration?  

Topic of another blog post? Just another key to the meaning of the universe? ...) 

     So as I’m driving, I’m processing: “In the grand scheme of things (Wait, it’s 

just a tire!), yeah, but in the grander scheme of things what does that mean? 

What are the implications? Why not charge me? Did the other three guys waiting 

get the same smile and service, gratis? In the grand scheme of things (since 

nothing is ‘just a tire’) does the owner think some divine favor accrues to his 

account by helping out the minister’s kid? (I’m not sure he knows what I do, but 

my dad was the pastor of the Baptist church just down the street for almost three 

decades.) Does he make up for what he gave me by charging the next guy a little 

more? Enough, already… get to the baseball game!” 

     In the grand scheme of things, I don’t know what it means. I do know that of 

all the things my mom and dad gave me, out of their hard-work and modest 

means was their name. 

     “A good name is better than great riches…” so the Good Book says. 

     Which makes me wonder, again, about the grand scheme of things. (I said it 

was a liability.) What about our names? The name I’m giving my own sons… The 

name our  church has developed in Charlotte … And what about our nation’s 

name in the sweep of history and among the community of nations? 

     It seems to me that we mostly have the great riches under control. Maybe we 

ought to concentrate a bit more on the good name. 

 

 

Men’s Study 

A small group of Park Road’s men have met on the first and third 

Thursday mornings of each month for more than 15 years. The group 

has changed, and study topics have varied. However, the fellowship does 

not change! All men are invited to the Charlotte Café, Arboretum, for 

breakfast and conversation (7:00a). The next meeting is next Thursday, 

October 4. 

“AMP” — Just the Right Acronym! 

Years ago we dropped the word “budget” and now refer to an “Annual Ministry Plan” instead — because nothing we do 

is supposed to be about money. It’s about Ministry. Amp is also the abbreviation for “amperage,” the energy within an 

electrical current. Your money is the energy behind the movement of this church in this community and beyond. Like 

all non-profits, whose fiscal strength comes from volunteers and donations, instead of generated income, we  

sometimes worry about the process: pledging at the beginning, meeting the expenses at the end of the year. In recent 

years, we have not had to worry too much. Thank you for all the energy you provide for Park Road’s ministry through 

your  

contributions. Our reach is strong, and our name is good in this community. (PS… If you’re behind in this year’s 

pledge, maybe now would be a good time to catch up!) 
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Sanctuary Renovation: 

Church Wide Discussion, 

Wednesday, October 10 

     You should have received a 

letter announcing a Called Church 

Conference, Sunday, October 21 

— and in order to give ample time 

to review the process that led us 

to this moment, preview this details of the project, and 

allow any for questions regarding the construction or the 

campaign, we will use our program on Wednesday night, 

October 10. 

     PLEASE JOIN US. This exciting project holds much 

potential for our congregation and comes as the result of 

years of conversation, so if you have any questions or 

concerns, please join us for the 6:30p discussion.  

Mission Opportunities for Fall/Winter 

Men’s Shelter Lunch: October 13 and December 8 

Crop Walk: October 13 

Charlotte Family Housing: December 2, 4, and 6 

Room in the Inn: Second and fourth Saturdays,  

December through March 

CDC Artist! 

McKenzie Hayden, one of our 

pre-school “graduates” who 

attends our summer camp, is a 

wonderful artist. Congratulations, 

McKenzie, for winning first place 

out of 200 entries in the CMS Art 

Festival at Art in the Park. Her 

work will be displayed in the 

Superintendent Gallery in 

October.  

Annual Leaf Trip, October 19 

We always have a wonderful time exploring the NC 

mountains in their fall splendor. We’ll leave the church 

parking lot at 9:00a, find the best leaves available, 

have lunch (and ice cream!), and be home by 5:00p. 

All are welcome! 

Now that the waters are receding, 

we are looking for ways to offer our 

assistance. We hope to have an 

announcement soon.  

Snack Packing Success 

We had about 60 people to help set up and pack snack 

bags. We prepared 135 per week to be used at the 

Sedgefield and Latta elementary campuses and another 

25 per week for Marie G. Davis. Thanks to all who 

supported this important program! 

The Emphasis is FELLOWSHIP… 

We are enjoying our Wednesday night Fellowship  

Suppers this fall with a lineup of programs that  

emphasize being together as a community of faith. Will 

you join us? 

Fall Retreat, October 26-28 

Mark your calendars now for our annual retreat at 

Camp Rockmont in Black Mountain. This weekend is 

always a great time to play and pray together! And, we 

need a few good chaperons as well. Please contact  

Joey. 

Meet and Greet — Second Sunday of each Month 

This fellowship time is a nice way to get to know our 

guests and to enjoy each other’s company. Your smiling 

faces make a difference — join us! 


